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In 2022, noteworthy bird sightings
in west central Manitoba were sparse.
However, the birding environment is
still very interesting, particularly if we
consider a species that is returning to the
area, and one that may have a tenuous
grip here north of its main breeding
range.

On 3 May, Cole Phillips and Ethan
Dobbs located a Glaucous Gull (Larus
hyperboreus) among the Herring Gulls
(Larus argentatus) that frequent The Pas
Landfill. An eBird list shows another
Glaucous Gull three days later just
south of Flin Flon.' Photos of those two
sightings show that they are not the
same individuall am aware of a few
records for Glaucous Gull in the area,
including a specimen collected at Reader
Lake (~15 km north of The Pas) dated
15 October 1946.2 The Birds of Manitoba
also notes that a Glaucous Gull was
observed by David Hatch on 15 October
1986 at Grand Rapids, Manitoba.? | have
observed Glaucous Gulls near the mouth
of the Pasquia River in The Pas on three
occasions: one bird on 23 October 2006,
two on 29 October 2006, and one on
25 April 2009. My only other record
for Glaucous Gull in the area was on
2 November 2007 at The Pas Landfill.

A search of eBird Canada produced
one other nearby record at Cranberry
Portage, Manitoba on 13 June 2014

Along with the noted records of
Glaucous Gull from 2022, a couple of
other species and their historical context
are worthy of mention.

The range map for Chimney Swifts
(Chaetura pelagica) in The Birds of
Manitoba does not show them as far
north as The Pas.2 However, they have
been documented in The Pas many
times. In the collection of the Sam
Waller Museum, Chimney Swifts are

FIGURE 1. Two of 15 Trumpeter Swans observed on 9 May 2023. Photo credit: David Raitt.

represented by at least four nests and
one study skin.* Also in the Sam Waller
Museum is the following note “I noticed
a few chimney swifts this year, but

they seemed entirely absent last year,
and fairly common in the years before
that.” Note that | was unable to confirm
the year or location referred to in the
preceding quote, and Sam Waller did
live in a number of other places over

the years, but based on the other notes
found with the one above, | consider it to
refer to The Pas, Manitoba. The Manitoba
Chimney Swift Initiative has notes on
two buildings in The Pas with chimneys
that were suspected or confirmed as
having Chimney Swifts using them.® One
of those buildings has had its chimneys
altered in recent years, such that they
are no longer suitable for Chimney
Swifts. In 2022 Joel Kayer (pers. com.),
and subsequently other observers, saw
Chimney Swifts entering and exiting a

chimney in The Pas that had not been
previously identified as a confirmed site
for Chimney Swifts. This new potential
nesting location improves the likelihood
that Chimney Swifts will be able to cling
on to this habitat north of their typically
cited range.

From near-extinction in the 1930s
to recovery success story, most readers
will be familiar with the history of the
Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator)
in North America. In 2003, The Birds of
Manitoba showed the Trumpeter Swan
as a rare visitor to the southeastern
corner of the province.? Four years
later, and hundreds of kilometres to
the northwest, | was lucky to find a pair
with five cygnets on a wetland near The
Pas. In the past few years, the trickle of
records of Trumpeter Swans in this area
have increased significantly. From 2019
to 2021, | recorded Trumpeter Swans in
the area on seven occasions. In 2022, my
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encounters increased to 13, with nine
sightings during the nesting season,
including one sighting of a pair with

six cygnets. A search of eBird Canada
produced six reports of Trumpeter Swans
in this area from four other observers

in 2022 Similar increases have been
documented in other parts of Manitoba,
particularly in Riding Mountain National
Park, and in suitable habitat east of the
Red River and Lake Winnipeg.” Note that
the local trend appears to be continuing;
on 9 May 2023, in an effort to geta
photograph to accompany this article, |
drove approximately 33 km in suitable
habitat and located 15 Trumpeter Swans
(Figure1).
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CALLFORAPPLICATIONSTO
THE 2024 MARGARET SKEEL
GRADUATE STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIP

The 2024 Nature Saskatchewan
Margaret Skeel Graduate Student
Scholarship, in the amount of $3,000,
will be awarded to assist a graduate
student attending a post-secondary
institution in Saskatchewan in the
fields of biology, ecology, wildlife
management, environmental
education, and environmental
studies, including social sciences
applied to advancement of
conservation and sustainable use of
natural resources.

The scholarship is awarded to a
student pursuing studies in a field
that complements the goals of
Nature Saskatchewan: to promote
appreciation and understanding
of our natural environment, and
support research to protect and
conserve natural ecosystems and
their biodiversity. We work for
sustainable use of Saskatchewan's
natural heritage, ensuring survival of
all native species and representative
natural areas, as well as maintenance
of healthy and diverse wildlife

populations throughout the province.

We aim to educate and to stimulate
research to increase knowledge

of all aspects of the natural

world. Research that will contribute
to resolving current conservation
problems have a special priority.

The Margaret Skeel Graduate
Student Scholarship must be applied
to tuition and associated costs at
the named institution. For more
information, contact our office by
e-mail atinfo@naturesask.ca or by
phone at 306-780-9273 (in Regina) or
1-800-667-4668.

Application Guidelines

Please include the following
documents:

* An updated resume with a cover
letter

+ A full description of your present
and/or proposed research

+ Atranscript of the undergraduate
and graduate courses completed
so far and those in which you're
currently enrolled

+ An indication of what other source(s)
of funding you hope to rely on to
complete your studies

* Reference letters (optional)

Application deadline:
December 31, 2023

Winner announced:
January 31, 2024

Please submit your
completed application to the
Scholarship Committee:

info@naturesask.ca or
Nature Saskatchewan

206 -1860 Lorne Street
Regina, SK S4P 2L7




