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Ghost moths are large moths. An 
iutstretched specimen will fill the whole 
ialm of the hand. They are flesh 
oloured. They have heavy abdomens 
le size of one’s little finger. When 
Dund, they are always impressive. 

In The Pas area, they come to lights 
i midsummer and settle on a wall or 
loor, often just above the light source, 
hey hang downward like a limp rag 
nd will spend the whole night in this 
position. Due to their size, they may be 
ulnerable to sparrow attack. It is said 
nat the caterpillar is white and lives un- 
erground for several years. According 

p authors one species feeds about the 
pots of water plants in low, wet places, 
here seems to be no record of anyone 
nding a Ghost Moth caterpillar in 
lanada. 

The females lay eggs like poppy 
beds falling from a pod. A female, held 
} the hand, will lay dozens of eggs in a 
pry short time. Evidently, they are dis¬ 
puted at random as the female is on 
e wing. Thousands of eggs are so 
ropped at random. Apparently, this 
rolific egg production and dispersal is 
3cessary to assure the survival of the 
Decies. I have seen no data on how 
sany eggs a female has been known to 
y. This could be a project for some 
udent interested in moths. It would 
roduce new knowledge on a little 
nown subject. The number of eggs laid 
|ay parallel those laid by say, a salmon. 

Some Ghost Moths are very rare. 
Ihenopis thule (Strecker) in Southern 
anitoba has been taken four times 
ply in the past 90 years. There are at 
pst four species of Ghost Moths in The 
bs area. Two are the very large species 

mentioned above and two species are 
rather small — perhaps 30 mm across. 
The smaller species are the scarce ones 
in this area. Some 30 years of collecting 
has failed to produce even a dozen 
specimens. 

The large, rare, yellowish species 
mentioned above occurs in the Dauphin 
area and may be associated with the 
Duck Mountain Drainage system. I 
collected the fourth known Manitoba 
specimen, in Dauphin, some years ago. 
It was on the bus depot window and 
was the only insect present! In the 
Riding Mountains of Manitoba, where I 
was Park Naturalist for four seasons in 
the early 60’s, at least two other species 
of Ghost Moths occur. There may be, 
therefore, in Manitoba, about six 
species of the group. They belong to 
different genera, but all are true Ghost 
Moths. 

The whole group is of very ancient 
stock — perhaps at the very root in the 
evolution of the Lepidoptera . . . which 
makes it 200 million years ago. 

There are dozens of species in 
Australia and Ceylon. Some of the 
largest known moths are Ghost Moths. 
A particularly spectacular species from 
Australia is a giant — 25 cm across. 

Students of this group of insects will 
find that the specimens tend to go 
greasy in a few years. Over a period of 
years, the grease will spoil the 
specimens if it is not removed. They are 
very easily cleaned by placing the whole 
specimen, labels and all, into a jar that 
has previously been filled with naptha. 
The specimens come out clean and 
very fresh looking after a few hours. 
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