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Large round straw bales have 
been placed as artificial nest sites for 
Canada geese by Ducks Unlimited 
(Canada) on selected water control 
projects. On 10 May 1978, during an 
evaluation of these nesting structures 
at Waterhen Marsh near Kinistino, 
Saskatchewan, a Mallard duck and a 
Canada Goose were flushed from 
one of the bales. (Brace has iden¬ 
tified the geese at Waterhen as B.c. 
maxima.') Examination of the bale 
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disclosed a Canada Goose nest with 
four eggs and a Mallard nest with ten 
eggs. Both nests were being in¬ 
cubated and were approximately 50 | 
cm apart. The normally flat-topped 
bale had undergone change in shape ' 
due to decomposition and slumping. 
The goose nest was situated slightly 
above the level of the Mallard nest 
(Fig. 1). 

A review of the literature indicates 

Figure 1: Positions of Mallard nest (A) and Canada Goose nest (B) on the round straw 
bale. 
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that nesting Canada Geese exhibit 
varying degrees of tolerance towards 
ducks near the nest site. Dow found a 
Mallard nesting “within a few feet” of 
a nesting Canada Goose on a 
haystack.3 Mather reported that 
nests of a wild Mallard and a wild 
Canada Goose were located only 1.2 
m apart on a pond in Allentown, 
Penn.6 Ewaschuk noted ducks walk¬ 
ing in close proximity to incubating 
geese with no apparent response 
from the goose or gander.4 However, 
Cooper observed that aggressive 
action was taken by nesting geese 
{B.c. maxima) towards all ducks near 
their nest.2 

My observation shows that ducks 
can nest in close proximity to Canada 
Geese. It also supports the con¬ 
clusion of Giroux who suggested that 
nesting ducks were attracted to man¬ 
made islands used by nesting 
geese.5 He reported that ducks, es¬ 
pecially Pintails and Mallards, benefit 
from a commensalistic association 
with Canada Geese in that geese are 
adept at keeping predators away 
from the vicinity of their nests, and 
consequently from nearby nesting 
ducks. 

The investigation was done under 
the auspices of Ducks Unlimited 
(Canada). R. W. Boychuk supervised 
the study. J. F. Giroux provided 
valuable suggestions and criticisms 
of this manuscript. C. L. Glenn, D. F. 
Hackett, and R. C. Rounds provided 
helpful comments. 
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COMMON GRACKLE 
WINTERS AT BRANDON, 
MANITOBA 

MAMIE McCOWAN, 1415 - 8th 
Street, Brandon, Manitoba R7A 3Z6. 

When I have noticed in Christmas 
Bird Counts, species that usually go 
south for the winter, I have wondered 
how many of these birds would sur¬ 
vive severe January weather. 

Early in December 1979 a 
Common Grackle was noticed in this 
neighborhood and has been seen 
through the winter. It frequented the 
yard of my neighbor Barbara Robin¬ 
son, who has a bird feeding station 
and good tree and shrub cover. It 
came to the feeding tray for 
sunflower and other seeds. With the 
approach of spring the grackle has 
been heard every day piping its song. 
Now at the end of March the juncos 
are back and the grackle is still with 
us. Hearing its song when I first go 
out in the morning has brought to 
mind these lines of a hymn — “Morn¬ 
ing has broken like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken like the first 
bird”. 
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