
HERPETILES AND FISH 

AN UPDATED LIST OF THE FISHES OF 
SASKATCHEWAN 

James R. Duncan, Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre, 3211 Albert Street, 
Regina, SK S4S 5W6 

The Saskatchewan Conservation 
Data Centre provides information for the 
conservation of Saskatchewan’s biologi¬ 
cal diversity (see article on page 189 this 
issue). A basic role of the Centre is to 
maintain up-to-date species lists with 
Provincial and Global species’ ranks (a 
species’ estimated status) based on 
standardized methods developed by 
The Nature Conservancy over the past 
24 years. An updated list of the fishes 
of Saskatchewan is presented (Table 1). 

Recognizing that all ranking systems 
are meant to categorize species using 
artificial criteria and within non-biologi- 
cal political jurisdictions, and that infor¬ 
mation available for most species is of¬ 
ten minimal at best, these lists are best 
thought of as preliminary or “working” 
documents. Their usefulness lies in pro¬ 
viding a framework upon which discus¬ 
sions and suggestions for revisions can 
follow. They also identify gaps in our 
knowledge and help focus and priorize 
future research and conservation efforts. 
If you have suggestions for improving 
the list (i.e., additions, deletions, or 
changes), or information on the occur¬ 
rence of rare Saskatchewan fish spe¬ 
cies (SRANK < S3, see below), please 
contact the Saskatchewan Conservation 
Data Centre. Updated species lists are 
available from the Centre. 

SPECIES RANKS 

Brief definitions of global and provin¬ 
cial species ranks used by the Centre 
(denoted as GRANK and SRANK, re¬ 
spectively) are given below. Contact the 
Saskatchewan Conservation Data Cen¬ 
tre for a more complete explanation of 
these ranks, including the use of rank¬ 
ing qualifiers for questionable species, 
subspecies and varieties, and the prior¬ 
ity sequence of ranks. 

GRANKS 

G1 = critically imperiled globally 
G2 = imperiled globally 
G3 = either very rare and local through¬ 
out its range or found locally in a re- j 
stricted range 
G4 = apparently secure globally 
G5 = demonstrably secure globally 

GH = of historical occurrence through¬ 
out its range 
GU = possibly in peril range-wide but 
status uncertain 
GX = believed to be extinct throughout 
range 
G? = not ranked to date 
GQ = taxonomic status uncertain 
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SRANKs LITERATURE 

51 = Critically imperiled in the province 
52 = Imperiled in the province 
53 = Rare or uncommon in the prov¬ 
ince 
54 = Widespread, abundant, and appar¬ 
ently secure in the province,but with 
cause for long-term concern 
55 = Demonstrably widespread, abun¬ 
dant, and secure 

S#S# = Numeric range rank 
S? = Unranked 
SE = Exotic 
SA = Accidental 
SP = Potential 
SR = Reported 
SRF = Reported falsely 
SH = Historical 
SU = Unrankable 
SX = Extirpated 
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