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MAMMAL COUNT - 2000 

WAYNE C. HARRIS, Saskatchewan Environment and Resource Management, 
350 Cheadle Street West, Swift Current, SK S9H 4G3 

The number of mammal counts 
received this year was 93, three less 
than in 1997. The number of species 
reported was 40, one more than both 
1998 and 1997. The average number 
of species per count was 7.2, the same 
as last year, which is below the long¬ 
term average. 

The weather was cold and windy. 
Much of the west half experienced snow 
free or almost snow free conditions while 
further east extremely heavy snow 
cover was found 

No new species were reported this 
year. The Short-tailed Shrew at Fort 
Qu’Appelle was the only rarity. The 
Woodland Caribou found dead on the 
La Ronge South count is one of few 
recent records on the mammal count. 

Coyotes and White-tailed Deer were 
the most frequently recorded species. 
Population trends followed the pattern 
of previous years with the exception of 
White-tailed Deer where numbers 
appeared to be above the long term 
averages. This, however, may be the 
result of the heavy snow cover in the 
eastern half of the province which 
forced deer to more open areas 
increasing their visibility to observers. 
The only other species showing a 
significant change is the Snowshoe 
Hare which declined and may now be 
at or near their cyclic low. 

For weather, coverage and 
participants please refer to the 
Christmas Bird Count found elsewhere 
in this issue. In the tables, a numeral 
alone shows that the mammals were 
seen, while a letter following the number 
means that the number was inferred by 
the means defined below. A letter alone 
means that the species was present but 
estimating the numbers was impossible 
or that no attempt was made to do so. 
Symbols used in the tables are: 

T = tracks 
L = active lodge or hut 
D = dead animal found 
d = fresh diggings found 
S = smell or odour 
H = heard 
0 = present during the count period 
(December 14 to January 5) but not 
found on count day. 

White-tailed Deer, winter fawn 
Carol Clarke 
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Table 1-2. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 
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46 Blue Jay 
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Table 1-4. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 
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Table 1-6. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

SPECIES L
a 

ra
n
g
e 

(S
o

u
th

) 
D

ec
em

b
er

 3
1,
 2

0
0

0
 

L
as

t 
M

ou
nt

ai
n 

L.
 W

M
A

 
D

ec
em

b
er

 2
1

, 
2

0
0

0
 

L
ea

d
er

 (
N

or
th

) 
D

ec
em

b
er

 3
0,
 2

0
0

0
 

L
ea

d
er

 (
S

o
u

th
) 

D
ec

em
b
er

 1
6,
 2

0
0

0
 

L
ov

e 
D

ec
em

b
er

 2
7

, 
2

0
0

0
 

L
u
se

la
n
d

 
Ja

n
u
ar

y
 2

, 
20

01
 

M
ac

D
ow

al
l 

D
ec

em
b
er

 2
8,
 2

0
0

0
 

M
ai

d
st

o
n
e 

B
ri

dg
e 

D
ec

em
b
er

 3
1,
 2

0
0

0
 

M
ea

d
o

w
 L

ak
e 

D
ec

em
b
er

 2
6

, 
2

0
0

0
 

SHORT-TAILED SHREW 

MASKED SHREW 

SHREW species 1 

EASTERN COTTONTAIL 

NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 3 4 

SNOWSHOE HARE 10T IT 4T 3T 25T 

WHITE-TAILED JACKRABBIT 7T 2T IT 1 2T IT 

GREY SQUIRREL 

FOX SQUIRREL 

RED SQUIRREL 1+3T 2 2 10T 

NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 

BEAVER 1L 4L 2L 2L 

DEER MOUSE 5T 6T 

GAPPER'S RED-BACKED VOLE 

MUSKRAT 17L 12L 3L 

MEADOW VOLE 

VOLE species T 4T 

MOUSE species 2T 5 4T 

NORWAY RAT 

HOUSE MOUSE 

PORCUPINE 1+3T 1 

COYOTE 13T 3 2T 7 2 1+5T 2T 

WOLF 0 

RED FOX 2T 0 2T IT 

RACOON 2T 

AMERICAN MARTEN 1 

FISHER 

ERMINE 2T 

LONG-TAILED WEASEL 1 

LEAST WEASEL 4T 

WEASEL species 

MINK 

BADGER Id 

STRIPED SKUNK 

RIVER OTTER 3T 

FERAL CAT 

WOODLAND CARIBOU ID 

MULE DEER 19 30 1 6 0 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 67 12 4 54 2 10T 25T 

DEER species 

MOOSE IT 3 

ELK 

PRONGHORN 

TOTAL SPECIES 4 9 7 5 10 6 12 9 7 

50 Blue Jay 



Table 1-7. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 
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d
in

g
 

D
ec

em
b

er
 2

9,
 2

0
0

0
 

S
q

u
aw

 R
ap

id
s 

D
ec

em
b

er
 2

9
, 

2
0

0
0

 

S
to

ck
h

o
lm

 
D

ec
em

b
er

 3
1,
 2

0
0

0
 

S
w

if
t 

C
u

rr
en

t 
D

ec
em

b
er

 3
0,
 2

0
0

0
 

T
is

d
al

e 
D

ec
em

b
er

 2
5,
 2

0
0

0
 

SPECIES 
SHORT-TAILED SHREW 

MASKED SHREW 

T SHREW species 

EASTERN COTTONTAIL 

26T 1+2T NUTTALL'S COTTONTAIL 

2+6T 2T 2 T 12T 2 SNOWSHOE HARE 

6 12T 0 3T 1 3+3T WHITE-TAILED JACKRABBIT 

27 _ GREY SQUIRREL 

FOX SQUIRREL 

3+1T 13 1 RED SQUIRREL 

1 NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 

2L BEAVER 

3T 5T DEER MOUSE 

GAPPER'S RED-BACKED VOLE 

10L MUSKRAT 

0 IT MEADOW VOLE 

T IT VOLE species 

1 4T 2T T MOUSE species 

IT NORWAY RAT 

1 0 HOUSE MOUSE 

2 IT 2 1 PORCUPINE 

8 3+6T 1 6 H 2T 2+2T 1 COYOTE 

WOLF 

2 9T+8d IT IT 1 1+23T RED FOX 

IT T 1 RACOON 

AMERICAN MARTEN 

FISHER 

IT ERMINE 

IT LONG-TAILED WEASEL 

IT LEAST WEASEL 

IT 3T WEASEL species 

IT IT 1 MINK 

BADGER 

IT STRIPED SKUNK 

1+2T RIVER OTTER 

FERAL CAT 

WOODLAND CARIBOU 

4 16+1 101+38T MULE DEER 

88+2T 4+8T 11 8 T 12 14 5 4 WHITE-TAILED DEER 

IT 16T DEER species 

IT 2 2+IT MOOSE 

11 7 76 2 ELK 

PRONGHORN 

10 8 11 7 9 17 _1 13 4 TOTAL SPECIES 

59(1). March 2001 53 



Table 1-10. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

SPECIES T
og

o 
D

ec
em

b
er

 2
8,
 2

0
0

0
 

T
ur

tl
ef
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d 
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n

u
ar

y
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, 
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T
ur
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e 

L
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e 
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b
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6

, 
2

0
0

0
 

W
al

d
h
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m

 
Ja

n
u

ar
y
 2

, 
20

01
 

W
el

d
o

n
 

D
ec

em
b
er

 1
7,
 2

0
0

0
 

W
ey

b
u

rn
 

Ja
n
u
ar

y
 3

, 
20

01
 

W
hi

te
 B

ea
r 

D
ec

em
b

er
 2

7
, 

2
0

0
0

 

W
hi

te
w

oo
d 

D
ec

em
b

er
 3

1,
 2

0
0
0

 

Y
or

kt
on

 
D

ec
em

b
er

 3
0,
 2

0
0

0
 

T
ot

al
 N

u
m

b
er

 o
f 

C
o

u
n

ts
/S

p
ec

ie
s 

SHORT-TAILED SHREW 1 

MASKED SHREW 1 

SHREW species 4 

EASTERN COTTONTAIL 1 

NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 15 

SNOWSHOE HARE 2 1 4 51 

WHITE-TAILED JACKRABBIT 0 1 0 47 

GREY SQUIRREL 6 

FOX SQUIRREL 4 1 5 

RED SQUIRREL 1 1 4 6 41 

NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 2 1 4 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 0 1 

BEAVER 2L 18 

DEER MOUSE IT 15 

GAPPER'S RED-BACKED VOLE 1 

MUSKRAT 7L 21 

MEADOW VOLE 8 

VOLE species 11 

MOUSE species 23 

NORWAY RAT 1 

HOUSE MOUSE 0 1 5 

PORCUPINE 1 2 1 6 38 

COYOTE 0 1 14 0 1 9 4 3 78 

WOLF 3 

RED FOX 0 3T 1 39 

RACOON 1 9 

AMERICAN MARTEN 3 

FISHER 2 2 

ERMINE IT 11 

LONG-TAILED WEASEL 0 0 16 

LEAST WEASEL 
_ 11 

WEASEL species IT 10 

MINK 14 
BADGER 2d 10 
STRIPED SKUNK 1 6 

RIVER OTTER 4 

FERAL CAT 1 

WOODLAND CARIBOU 1 

MULE DEER 4 99 31 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 1 4 20 0 43 20 2 76 
DEER species 9 
MOOSE 2 2T 19 
ELK o 16 

PRONGHORN 7 

TOTAL SPECIES 11 6 8 0 2 4 
6 

14 3 

54 Blue Jay 




