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When in 1964 Brazier listed 48 
Saskatchewan sightings of the Northern 
Mockingbird (Mimuspolyglottos), mostly 
from the previous 10 years, it seemed 
that the mockingbird would become 
established in our province.1 This has 
not occurred, the bird remaining, 
according to Smith, a “rare summer 
resident or transient.”3 And almost all of 
the records till now are for the southern 
part of the province, with only one 
originating north of Rosthern. 

Then 16 June 1997, I was awakened 
by an early morning telephone call from 
Jake and Mary Neudorf, who farm three 
miles NW of town. They had been trying 
to contact me for the past two days to 
report a mockingbird on their yard. (I had 
been away at our Nature 
Saskatchewan’s Summer Meet 
meanwhile to scout for birds in the 
Cypress Hills.) 

I spent two hours with the Neudorfs 
that same morning. The mockingbird, 
obviously a male, sang constantly—from 
the housetop, a leafy tree, the garage 
roof, the washline. The Neudorf yard has 
a variety of trees and hedges, attracting 
many birds, as do the feeders and 
birdhouses. Thus the recent arrival 
always seemed to have other birds 
about—a bluebird sharing the washline, 
a chickadee flitting by, or a swallow 
buzzing him. The mockingbird paid them 
no heed but kept on singing—and 
singing. 

prose” and found these apt comments 
on our visitor by pioneer birder Thomas 
Nuttall2. Writing in the nineteenth 
century, this friend of Audubon refers to 
the mockingbird’s motions as 
“perpetually animated” as he “spreads 
and closes his light and fanning wings, 
expands his silvered tail.” The bird has 
“an Orphean talent,: his notes 
“distinguised by the rapidity of their 
delivery.” “Even the hours of night,” 
Nuttall continues, “he oft employs in 
song, serenading the.silent cottager 
to repose.”2 Mary Neudorf might have a 
quibble with this last statement. Our 
mockingbird’s singing kept her awake 
one night till 4:30 am. 
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The bird stayed exactly one week, 
leaving 20 June, apparently unable to 
attract a mate. 

Following the bird’s departure, I 
checked an anthology of “ornithological 
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