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The Silver-haired Bat is widely 
distributed in Canada during the 
summer, and one of the more com¬ 
mon species found in the Prairies.1 
During winter, this normally migra¬ 
tory species has been recorded only 
from British Columbia, principally the 
southwestern corner of the prov¬ 
ince,2,3,4 although some individuals 
have been found in the southern in¬ 
terior in mid-winter, presumably hi¬ 
bernating.5 

To my knowledge there are no 
winter records of Silver-haired Bats 
in Saskatchewan. The latest re¬ 
corded date of capture that I am 
aware of for the province is 12 Octo¬ 
ber.6 Early October is typically the 
end of the time of departure for mi¬ 
gration in most parts of Canada. 
When I was called to a building to 
collect a bat on 21 December 1994 
in Regina, I expected it to be a Big 
Brown Bat since this species regu¬ 
larly hibernates in buildings. It came 
as quite a surprise to find that it was 
a male Silver-haired Bat. The bat, 
which was in an emaciated condi¬ 
tion, was found by the tenant of a 
building in the 2200 Block, Albert St. 
Based on the degree of ossification 
of the metacarpals, it was a juvenile 
born in the summer of 1994. I 
brought the bat into captivity and 
gave it food and water, but unfortu¬ 
nately it died two days later. 

Whether it had been attempting to 
hibernate in the building or else¬ 
where in Regina or whether it was a 
very late migrant is not known. Big 

Brown Bats which attempt to hiber¬ 
nate in buildings are often found in 
very poor condition flying around in¬ 
side during the winter. This most 
commonly occurs after a change in 
weather (colder or warmer).7 Pre¬ 
sumably, individual bats choose poor 
sites to hibernate and arouse to move. 
The weather turned quite warm on 20 
December in Regina, which prompts 
me to speculate that the Silver- 
haired Bat had been hibernating in 
the area. I thank Shawne Arzab for 
bringing the bat to my attention. 
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