
In a recent book on the Common 
Raven, Bemd Heinrich notes that “ra¬ 
vens associate with any animals that 
kill large game” and that “carnivores 
are reported to be remarkably tolerant 
of ravens.”1 Wolves, sled dogs, even 
wolverines are mentioned as paying lit¬ 
tle attention to ravens attracted to their 
kills, though Heinrich points out that the 
“99.5 percent of the time that the wolf is 
tolerant hardly matters.”1 He goes on to 
suggest that a raven risks “danger by 
approaching meat of any kind,” for car¬ 
nivores, including foxes, may still be in 
the vicinity.1 

But hunger, says Heinrich, is not the 
only reason ravens approach carni¬ 
vores. Ravens that repeatedly sneaked 
up behind a fox and a Bald Eagle at 
carcasses set out for bait by photogra¬ 
phers in Ontario, for example, were 
judged by those observers to be doing 
so out of “desire to impress one’s fel¬ 
low ravens with one’s daring. Perhaps 
these are males doing their chivalrous 
bit for the females.”1 Heinrich examined 
filmstrips of these observations and 
found that the ravens involved were 
“strutting and feather posturing, doing 
the classical raven dominance display 
of courting males.”1 He concluded that 
the ravens approaching carnivores are 
demonstrating their suitability as mates 
by bringing potential suitors to a 

carcass “to show her that he (and 
hence she as well) can feed at it. But 
carcasses are rare; there is not always 
opportunity for such a demonstration. 
So the male shows his mettle on sub¬ 
stitutes. The bird who approaches a 
lone wolf will surely dare to approach a 
carcass.”1 Our raven, which certainly 
had its feathers raised, may thus have 
been demonstrating its prowess for a 
distant, watching mate. 

Another possible explanation for our 
observation may be found in David 
Henry's masterful book on the Red 
Fox.2 Foxes regularly cache food, then 
return later to dig it up when needed. A 
long list of scavengers, including ra¬ 
vens, are known to take food from fox 
caches. Henry notes that corvids will 
follow a fox carrying food, sometimes 
for a considerable distance, watch the 
fox make a cache, then after the fox 
has moved off, attempt to uncover it. 
The digging action which I saw our fox 
do may have been an effort to uncover 
a cache so that it could feed. When it 
lay down, it may have been protecting 
the cache from the raven. 
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RAVEN PREDATION 
On the afternoon of 11 February 

1993, I noticed a flock of Common 
Ravens fly by my seventh-floor office 
window. As the ravens were not do¬ 
ing their usual aerobatics in the ther¬ 
mal air currents over the office 
tower, I took a second look. This is 
when I noticed a Rock Dove being 
chased and harassed by the ravens. 
As they flew by beneath my level it 
was easy to watch what was hap¬ 
pening. One raven pecked at and 

eventually grabbed and held the 
head of the pigeon. After being re¬ 
leased the pigeon appeared injured. 
It descended, glided and landed on 
the north side of the river. All seven 
ravens landed there as well. As I did 
not see the Rock Dove fly away or 
the ravens leave the area, I pre¬ 
sumed the Rock Dove was killed. 
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