
SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS 
MAMMAL COUNTS - 1996 
Compiled by Wayne C. Harris, Saskatchewan Environment and Resource Management, 350 
Cheadle Street West, Swift Current, Saskatchewan. S9H 4G3 

The number of mammal counts 
conducted this year was 82 up from the 78 
last year but below the record 84 in 1994. The 
number of species recorded was 39, up 
slightly from last year’s 38. The average 
number of species per count (6.89) was 
down from the past few years and was below 
the 10-year average of 7.1. 

Weather was more harsh than has been 
reported for most years. Temperatures were 
colder and there was more snow cover than 
usual. A Black Bear at Kamsack was the only 
species not previously reported from past 
mammal counts. Rarely reported species 
included Swift Fox reported from Govenlock 
and flying squirrels from Turtle Lake and 
Good Spirit Lake. Warm weather species 
were less prevalent though Piapot did see a 
Richardson’s Ground Squirrel. 

The most commonly reported species was 
White-tailed Deer followed by Coyote and 
White-tailed Jack Rabbit. Most populations 
appeared stable. An exception was Lynx 
that was found on three counts compared 
with none in 1995. 

For weather, coverage and participants 
please refer to the Christmas Bird Count 
found elsewhere in this issue. Numbers 
appearing before the count location name in 
the tables refer to the location of the count 
)n the map included with the bird count. In 
the tables, a numeral alone shows that the 
Tiammals were seen, while a letter 
^receding the number means that the 
lumber was inferred by the means defined 
:>elow. A letter alone means that the species 
vas present but estimating the numbers was 
mpossible or that no attempt was made to 
Jo so. Some counts have included the 
lumbers of animals seen, plus an estimate 

of the number present by tracks, as well as 
freshly dead animals found. 

T = tracks 

L = active lodge or hut 

D = dead animal found 

d = fresh diggings found 

S = smell or odour 

H = heard 

+ = present during the count period 
(December 20 to January 5) but not found on 
count day. 
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MASKED SHREW 

SHREW species 

NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 

COTTONTAIL species 

SNOWSHOEHARE T(10) T(30) 13 T(2) T(3) T(2) T(29) T(23) 

WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT 14 2 T(3) T(1) T(3) T(5) 

RCHARDSON'S GROUND SQUFREL - 

GREY SQUIRREL - 

FOX SQUIRREL + 
AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL T» 9 2 1 

+T(2) 
5 

+T(4) 
NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL - 
NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER • 

- 
AMERICAN BEAVER L(1) - 
DEER MOUSE - 

GAPPER-S RED-BACKED VOLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW VOLE 

VOLE specie* T(7) 

MOUSE species 1 + 
T(10) 

TP) T(6) T(9) 

NORWAY RAT 

HOUSE MOUSE 

AMERICAN PORCUPINE T(1) T(1) 
+T(l] 

COYOTE 2 
+T(2) 

T(i) 7 1 1 T(i) “tjst 
+T(5) 

WOLF 

RED FOX T(1) 1 m T(1) 1 

SWIFT FOX 

BLACK BEAR 

RACCOON 

ERMINE T(3) T(1) 

LONG-TAILED WEASEL + T(2) 

LEAST WEASEL T(2) 

WEASEL species T(1) T(1) 

AMERICAN MINK 

AMERICAN BADGER 

STRIPED SKUNK 

RIVER OTTER 

LYNX 
1 

FERAL CAT 

MULE DEER 15 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 2 + 
T(50) 

2 66 14 11 T(4) T(3) 11 + 
T(37) 

DEER species 

MOOSE 2 
+T(2) 

1 + T(3) 

AMERICAN ELK i^or 
PRONGHORN 

(TOTAL SPECIES 6 12 6 5 2 8 5 10 2 9 

% 
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i SPECIES 

MASKED SHREW 

SHREW spacias 

NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 

COTTONTAIL spacias 

SNOWSHOE HARE 

5 7(2) 3 

7(6) 
T(50) T(8) Tffl 1 

6 1(2) T 7(6) WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT 

RCHN^DSONSGROUNDSQLIFRB. 

GREY SQUIRREL 

FOX SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 

2 

7 2 2 6 

NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 

AMERICAN BEAVER 

DEER MOUSE 

GAPPER’S RED-BACKED VOLE 

L L(2) 

7(1) 

1 MUSKRAT 

MEADOW VOLE 

VOLE spacias 

MOUSE spaciaa 

NORWAY RAT 

1 

T(5) 1(7) 7(10) 

HOUSE MOUSE 

AMERICAN PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

RED FOX 

3 7(1) 5 7(1) 
2 1 5 

+7(4) 
2 8 

+7(1) 
1 

Tpy 

7(1) 
+T(1) 

1 7(1) T 7(4) 

SWIFT FOX 

BLACK BEAR 

RACCOON 

ERMINE 

LONG-TAILED WEASEL 

1 1 

T(1) 
+ LEAST WEASEL 

WEASEL spacias 

AMERICAN MINK 

AMERICAN BADGER 

STRIPED SKUNK 

1(1) T 1 

+ RIVER OTTER 

LYNX 

FERAL CAT 

MULE DEER 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 

3 116 21 8 
136 19 2 

T(6) 
25 45 22 52 7 16 

+Td 

DEER spacias 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN ELK 

PRONGHORN 

?(1) 4 

5 168 

18 

3 11 6 7 7 8 12 9 5 2 TOTAL SPECIES 
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SHREW species 

NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 

COTTONTAIL species 

SNOWSHOE HARE 

1 5 4 5 
+T{2) 

4 

2 + 
T(18) 

3 T(3) T(4) T(13) 

WhffE-YAlLED JACK RABBIT 

RCHAFD80NSGRDUNDSQIJRREL 

GREY SQUIRREL 

FOX SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 

1 + T(3) 3 TJ7T 1 + 
T(21) 

T(25) 

3 
+TP) 

14 7 3 

NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 

AMERICAN BEAVER 

DEER MOUSE 
CAPPER’S RED-BACKED VOLE 
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L(1) 
T 1 1 2 

1 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW VOLE 

VOLE species 
MOUSE species 

NORWAY RAT 

2 L(8) 

+ 1 

T(5) T(1) 

T(1) 
+ 

HOUSE MOUSE 
AMERICAN PORCUPINE 

COYOTE 

WOLF 

RED FOX 

1 3 1 2 2 
+T(1) 

4 

1 2 
+T(3) 

1 9 9 1 6 7 

T(1) + T(1) T(1) 1 1 

SWIFT FOX 

BLACK BEAR 

RACCOON 

ERMINE 
LONG-TAILED WEASEL 

T(1) 

5 

1 + 

LEAST WEASEL 
WEASEL species 

AMERICAN MINK 
AMERICAN BADGER 

STRIPED SKUNK 

T(1) 
T(1) T(4) T(2) 

+ 

d(1) 

RIVER OTTER 

LYNX 

FERAL CAT 

MULE DEER 
WHITE-TAILED DEER 

17 5 59 62 38 79 

T T(11) 11 11 61 69 9 28 48 

DEER species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN ELK 

PRONGHORN 

T(1) T(2) 

T 8 
11 

TOTAL SPECIES 5 8 3 14 13 9 13 8 11 
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Table 1-4. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 
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T T(5) NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 
COTTONTAIL species 

T(8) 6 
T(10) 

SNOWSHOE HARE 

2 “nrpr 7 T(4) Wf WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT 
R>i«RDQDNSGROUNDSaJPFEL 
GREY SQUIRREL 
FOX SQUIRREL 

1 9 2 AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 
NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 
NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 
AMERICAN BEAVER 

TO) T DEER MOUSE 
GAPPERS RED-BACKED VOLE 
MUSKRAT 
MEADOW VOLE 
VOLE species 

T TO) T(2) MOUSE species 
NORWAY RAT 
HOUSE MOUSE 

2 1 AMERICAN PORCUPINE 

HO) T(2) 11 4 T(4) 1 2 COYOTE 
WOLF 

1 T(1) 4 1 T0) T(5) RED FOX 
SWIFT FOX 

1 BLACK BEAR 
2 RACCOON 

ERMINE 

TO) T LONG-TAILED WEASEL 
1 LEAST WEASEL 

WEASEL species 
AMERICAN MINK 
AMERICAN BADGER 

T STRIPED SKUNK 
RIVER OTTER 

2 LYNX 
FERAL CAT 

6 T(4) MULE DEER 
I 90 6 5 T(8) 62 17 TO 2) 4 WHITE-TAILED DEER 

DEER species 
2 MOOSE 
3 AMERICAN ELK 

8 PRONGHORN 
7 2 4 6 9 7 6 10 2 TOTAL SPECIES 
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Table 1-5. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 
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WEASEL species 
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6 DEER species 
MOOSE 
AMERICAN ELK 
PRONGHORN 

10 2 1 3 1 4 6 2 1 TOTAL SPECIES 
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Table 1-7. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 
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Table 1-8. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 
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MASKED SHREW 1 
SHREW species 2 
NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 7 + 17 
COTTONTAIL specie* 1 
SNOWSHOE HARE T(8) 6 T T(7) T(5) 47 
WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT T(1) T T(3) 1 T(2) 42 ; 
RCHARD60NS GROUND SQUFFB. 1 
GREY SQUIRREL 5 4 j 
FOX SQUIRREL 7 + 5 
AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 13 15 11 2 1 36 
NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 1 2 ' 
NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER + 1 : 
AMERICAN BEAVER L(1) 8 
DEER MOUSE T(2) T(4) 20 f 
GAPPEFTS RED-BACKED VOLE 1 ' 
MUSKRAT L(1) 9 
MEADOW VOLE T® 7 
VOLE specie# T 9 
MOUSE species 19 
NORWAY RAT 1 i 
HOUSE MOUSE T(2) 4 ; 
AMERICAN PORCUPINE T(1) + 1 31 

COYOTE 5 10 3 1 4 57 
WOLF 1 4 < 
RED FOX T(1) 1 7 43 
SWIFT FOX 1 
BLACK BEAR 1 
RACCOON 7 
ERMINE T(1) T(1) 7 
LONG-TAILED WEASEL 12 
LEAST WEASEL T(2) 9 
WEASEL species T(2) T(3) 11 ! 
AMERICAN MINK T(1) 10 
AMERICAN BADGER 5 1 
STRIPED SKUNK 1 4 ; 

RIVER OTTER T(2) 3 1 
LYNX 3 
FERAL CAT 1 

MULE DEER 58 148 25 
WHITE-TAILED DEER 10 46 15 T (4) 5 3 6 1 67 

DEER species 7 

MOOSE 2 1 14 

AMERICAN ELK 4 10 

PRONGHORN 25 6 

TOTAL SPECIES 18 5 6 7 5 6 12 3 

66 Blue Jay 




