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Low and McCollum sighted a Great 
Egret at Hay River, Northwest Ter¬ 
ritories on 15, 16 and 17 June 1987. 
The bird was observed in the Hay River 
delta (ca. 60°51'N, 115°43/W), near the 
south shore of Great Slave Lake. 
McCollum observed the bird during at 
least three hours over the three days, 
abng the shores of the Hay River and 
in the east and west channels of the 
delta. 

The tall white bird, which was 
repeatedly seen by telescope, had 8 to 
12 plumes projecting out and down 
from the tail, black legs and feet, yel- 
bw-to-orange mandibles with a narrow 
stripe of black on top of the upper man¬ 
dible, a yelbw iris, a black pupil and a 
wh’ite-to-yellow eye ring. The egret was 
seen capturing and swalbwing a small 
fish after an abrupt strike into the water 
with its beak. The bird also flew for 
short distances abng the river banks 
with its neck folded back on its body. 

There was apparently a second 
Great Egret in the area during the 
same period but its presence remained 
unconfirmed as the two egrets were 
never observed together. Low 
photographed the bird. Photographs 
were sent to the Canadian Museum of 
Nature to confirm the bentificatbn. 
There was no prevbus record of the 
Great Egret in the Northwest Territories 
(H. Ouellet, pers. comm.). 

This cosmopolitan species has been 

prevbusly sighted in all Canadian 
provinces but there apparently is no 
record for the Yukon.1 ^ Dozens of 
sightings have been reported in the 
Canadian prairie provinces in the last 
50 years (J.B. Gollup, unpub. data; 
D.M. Ealy, A.L. Smith, pers. comm.). 
The Great Egret was first recorded in 
Alberta at Cowley (49°34'N, 114° 
OS'W), in May 1954; in August another 
sighting was reported at Big Lake, near 
St. Albert (53°38'N, 113° 38^/ Ap¬ 
parently, this is the northernmost record 
for Alberta (J.B. Gollup, unpubl. data).10 
The most recent observatbn from Al¬ 
berta was recorded at Airdrie (51°18'N, 
114° 02YV), on 12 May 1980.4 The 
closest breeding record is from 
southern Saskatchewan, in 1976.3,519 

There are four records from coastal 
Alaska The northernmost sighting was 
recorded at Cordova (60°29'N, 
145°52YV) in May 1984 (B. Kessel and 
D.D. Gibson, unpubl. data). According¬ 
ly, although Hay River is, in latitude, 
only a few kibmetres north of Cordova, 
Alaska, this sighting of a Great Egret at 
Hay River is the northernmost for North 
America. 

Although this is the first recorded ob¬ 
servatbn of a Great Egret in the 
Northwest Territories, Cattle Egrets 
have been observed there on at least 
two occasbns. One was observed at 
Fort Smith (60°00'N, 111°53^V) in May 
1971 and another one was seen at 
Rankin Inlet (62°49'N, 92°05'W) in 
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November 1982 (C. Gates, pers. 
obs.).6 Also, a Snowy Egret was seen 
at Fort Simpson (61°53'N, 121° 25^), 
in June 1977.® 

Because the Great Egret has be¬ 
come common in southern North 
America and has been frequently 
reported in southern Canada during the 
last few decades, more accidental 
sightings can be expected in the 
Northwest Territories. 
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About 200 wintering Bam Swallows roosted in a room in Japan for more than thirty- 
five years. They entered through an open door which was closed every evening 
and opened each morning. After they first entered, the office was turned over to 
them and wires for perches were strung near the ceiling.W.J. Francis, Bird-Banding 
39:131 (1968). 

The sunlight shifts the air currents 
and brings color to skin, leaf and feather. 
Day after day, season after season, the tapestry unfolds. 

F. Lehrman, The sacred landscape. Celestial Arts, Berkeley, CA, 1988. 

When you sit in a spot, your energy 
becomes saturated with the tone of the place. 
Imagine being a teabag that had no flavor, color, or properties 
of its own, but only absorbed the qualities around it. 
Let yourself sit until you are done. 

F. Lehrman, The sacred landscape. Celestial Arts, Berkeley, CA, 1988. 
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