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SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS 
MAMMAL COUNT — 1994 

Compiled by Wayne C. Harris, Box 414, Raymore, SK. SOA 3J0 

The number of mammal counts 
conducted this year reached an all 
time high of 84, exceeding the 82 
submitted in 1991. Furthermore, 
95% of all bird counts being done 
now do mammal counts in conjunc¬ 
tion with them. The number of spe¬ 
cies recorded was 42, up slightly 
from last year, but below the record 
44 set in 1991. 

A new species was added to the 
all-time list when Burke Korol and 
Robert Wapple found Mountain Lion 
tracks along the banks of the Sas¬ 
katchewan River on the Gardiner 
Dam count. The tracks were be¬ 
lieved to be those of an adult female 
accompanied by two almost fully 
grown young. Interestingly, a single 
adult was seen crossing a nearby 
road just over a month later, sug¬ 
gesting that the family unit had bro¬ 
ken up by that time or that there was 
another animal in the vicinity. Al¬ 
though not new, two other cat spe¬ 
cies were also recorded. A set of 
Lynx tracks were found in the Cy¬ 
press Hills on the Fort Walsh count, 
the first report of this species in a 
number of years. Bobcat tracks on 
the Grasslands National Park count 
combined with the Feral Cat found 
on the Gardiner Dam count means 
that all of the provinces free-roaming 
cats were seen. 

The very mild weather left very 
poor conditions for finding mammal 
tracks throughout much of the south¬ 
ern portion of the province and in the 
southwest corner the complete ab¬ 
sence of snow for the entire count 
period made things even worse 
there. As a result, for the very first 
time, two areas conducted mammal 
counts and reported no animals. 

As usual. White-tailed Deer were 
the most frequently encountered 
mammal, followed closely (no pun!) 
by Coyotes. Rabbits were the next 
most frequent species as usual. 

Generally, populations appear to 
be relatively stable. Both White-tailed 
and Mule Deer were similar to last 
year which is above the long-term 
average. White-tailed Jack Rabbit 
and Snowshoe Hare numbers were 
similar to last year but below the 
long-term average. Coyote numbers 
were noticeably up while Foxes were 
less common. Pronghorn numbers 
were much improved over last year, 
undoubtedly a reflection of the lack 
of snow throughout their range. In 
spite of the warm weather ground 
squirrels were hard to find and only 
one Black-tailed Prairie Dog was 
above ground in spite of the balmy 
weather. Muskrat populations were 
much improved after a couple of 
somewhat moister years which have 
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replenished their breeding habitat. Of 
note were twelve Elk on the Saska¬ 
toon count. 

For weather, coverage and partici¬ 
pants please refer to the Christmas 
Bird Count found elsewhere in this 
issue. Numbers appearing before the 
count location name in the tables re¬ 
fer to the location of the count on the 
map included with the bird count. In 
the tables, a numeral alone indicates 
that the mammals were actually 
seen, while a letter preceding the 
number means that the number was 

inferred by the means defined below. 
A letter alone means that the species 
was present but it was either impos¬ 
sible to estimate the numbers or that 
no attempt was made to do so. 

T = tracks 
L = active lodge or hut 
D = dead animal found 
d = fresh diggings found 
S = smell or odour 
H = heard 
+ = present during the count period 
(17 December to 2 January) but not 
found on count day. 

Mule Deer, Alberta Wayne Lynch 
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Table 1-1. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

LOCATION AND DATE 
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COTTONTAIL species 

SNOWSHOE HARE 

T{1) 10 
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T{5) T(5) T(23) T(5) 

6 

WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT 

RICHARDSON'S GROUND SQUIRREL 

BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 

GREY SQUIRREL 

FOX SQUIRREL 

3 

L{1) 

T(2) 1 

1 17 8 

L(1) 

T(17) 1 

H(7) 

T{12) 

AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 

NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 

AMERICAN BEAVER 

DEER MOUSE 
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L{8) 
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1 

T(1) 

GAPPER’S RED-BACKED VOLE 
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COYOTE 
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RACCOON 

AMERICAN MARTEN 

FISHER 

ERMINE 

T(1) 
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10 

T{1) 

T(5) 

T{1) 

T(1) 

T(5) 

d(1) 

T(1) 

LONG-TAILED WEASEL 

LEAST WEASEL 

WEASEL species 

AMERICAN MINK 

AMERICAN BADGER 

3 

T(1) 

STRIPED SKUNK 

RIVER OTTER 

MOUNTAIN LION 

LYNX 

BOBCAT 

FERAL CAT 
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T(1) 

T(2) 

14 

47 

23 
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32 2 2 

T(1) 

T(2) 

T(1) 

T(32) 

6 
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1 

8 

T(9) 

MULE DEER 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 

DEER species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN ELK 

PRONGHORN 

3 13 11 6 1 7 11 7 7 10 7 11 TOTAL SPECIES 
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Table 1-2. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

LOCATION AND DATE 
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SHREW species T(1) 
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COTTONTAIL species 

SNOWSHOE HARE T{2) T{11) T 2 T(4) T(4) T(20) 

WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT T(2) 2 + 2 T(5) T(4) 1 

RICHARDSON'S GROUND SQUIRREL 1 

BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 

GREY SQUIRREL 

FQX SQUIRREL 

AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 3 2 1 15 20 2 

NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 2 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER + 

AMERICAN BEAVER 1 1 -1- 

DEER MOUSE 1 2 1 1 

CAPPER'S RED-BACKED VOLE 2 

MUSKRAT L L(4) 7 L(16) 1 

MEADOW VOLE 5 2 

VOLE species 

MOUSE species T T(5) T(7) T(11) 

NORWAY RAT 

HOUSE MOUSE 2 

AMERICAN PORCUPINE T(3) D(1) 1 1 1 2 2 1 

COYOTE 1 H(7) 1 T 1 1 8 7 1 1 

WOLF 

RED FOX T(2) T{1) T(1) T(6) 

RACCOON 1 

AMERICAN MARTEN 

FISHER 

ERMINE T(2) 

LONG-TAILED WEASEL T(3) 

LEAST WEASEL + 

WEASEL species T(2) 

AMERICAN MINK 3 

AMERICAN BADGER T(2) 

STRIPED SKUNK S T(1) 1 

RIVER OTTER 

MOUNTAIN LION T(3) 

LYNX T(1) 

BOBCAT 

FERAL CAT 1 

MULE DEER 4 13 3 44 81 22 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 4 T(4) 7 16 1 T(6) 11 -f 38 82 T{35) 7 

DEER species T(10) 

MOOSE T T(2) 

AMERICAN ELK T T(30) 

PRONGHORN 6 + 24 

TOTAL SPECIES 6 2 9 8 8 5 4 12 16 11 15 10 
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Table 1-3. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

LOCATION AND DATE 
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9 6 2 5 7 1 10 9 9 12 1 4 TOTAL SPECIES 
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Table 1-4. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

LOCATION AND DATE 
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COTTONTAIL species 
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1 

T(15) 

WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT 

RICHARDSON'S GROUND SQUIRREL 

BUCK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 

GREY SQUIRREL 

FOX SQUIRREL 

T(7) 3 + T(1) 

AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 

NQRTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 

NQRTHERN PQCKET GQPHER 

AMERICAN BEAVER 

DEERMQUSE 

T(5) 

L{3) 

5 

L(1) 
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CAPPER'S RED-BACKED VQLE 

MUSKRAT 

MEADOW VOLE 

VOLE species 

MOUSE species 
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NORWAY RAT 
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AMERICAN PORCUPINE 
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RIVER OTTER 
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LYNX 

BOBCAT 

FERAL CAT 
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AMERICAN ELK 

PRONGHORN 
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7 
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T(3) 

41 

4 

1 

TOTAL SPECIES 11 7 6 14 9 1 4 7 4 8 2 3 
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Table 1-5. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

LOCATION AND DATE 
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SHREW species 
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SNOWSHOE HARE 
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1 
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RICHARDSON'S GROUND SQUIRREL 

BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 

GREY SQUIRREL 

FOX SQUIRREL 

T(3) 

L(1) 

9 H(2) 2 16 AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 

NQRTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 
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T(1) T(2) 
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MEADOW VOLE 
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WEASEL species 
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RIVER OTTER 

MOUNTAIN LION 

LYNX 

BOBCAT 

FERAL CAT 

1 T(7) 12 3 

15 

15 15 5 + T T(13) 

1 

25 

23 

7 

MULE DEER 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 

DEER species 

MOOSE 

AMERICAN ELK 

PRONGHORN 

5 4 3 2 4 4 3 9 4 4 17 7 TOTAL SPECIES 
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Table 1-6. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

LOCATION AND DATE 

SPECIES 6
1
. 

R
A

Y
M

O
R

E
 

2
5
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

6
2

. 
R

E
G

IN
A

 

2
6
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

6
3
. 

R
O

U
N

D
 L

A
K

E
 

2
7
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

6
4

. 
S

A
L

T
C

O
A

T
S

 

2
4
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

6
5

. 
S

A
S

K
. 

L
A

N
D

IN
G
 P

.P
. 

2
8
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

6
6

. 
S

A
S

K
A

T
O

O
N

 

2
6
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

6
7

. 
S

C
O

T
T

 

3
0
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

6
8
. 

S
H

A
M

R
O

C
K

 

2
7
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

6
9

. 
S

K
U

L
L

 C
R

E
E

K
 

2
6
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

7
0
. 

S
N

O
W

D
E

N
 

3
0
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

7
1
. 

S
P

A
L

D
IN

G
 

2
6
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

7
2
. 

S
P

IN
N

E
Y

 H
IL

L
 

2
7
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

MASKED SHREW 2 1 

SHREW species T 

NUTTALL’S COTTONTAIL 1 26 

COTTONTAIL species 

SNOWSHOE HARE T(7) T(4) T T(9) 9 1 T 

WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT 1 6 T 8 T(2) 1 2 

RICHARDSON'S GROUND SOUIRREL 2 

BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 

GREY SQUIRREL T(1) 

FOX SQUIRREL + 

AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 1 4 5 2 3 2 

NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL + 

NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 

AMERICAN BEAVER L(1) 2 L(1) 1 

DEER MOUSE 4 T(15) T T(2) 

GAPPER'S RED-BACKED VOLE 1 1 

MUSKRAT L(4) 9 T(3) 1 

MEADOW VOLE 1 T(1) 3 T(2) 

VOLE species T(8) T T(1) T 

MOUSE species T(10) T T 1 T(1) T(5) T 

NORWAY RAT T{2) 

HOUSE MOUSE T{1) 

AMERICAN PORCUPINE 3 T(1) T(5) 1 1 7 T(1) 

COYOTE 10 2 T(2) 1 7 T(1) 10 T 1 

WOLF 

RED FOX 1 6 T{2) 3 1 

RACCOON 3 

AMERICAN MARTEN 

FISHER 

ERMINE T(2) 

LONG-TAILED WEASEL T 2 

LEAST WEASEL 1 

WEASEL species T(4) 1 T(5) T{1) + T(1) 

AMERICAN MINK 1 T(1) T(1) 1 

AMERICAN BADGER d{1) 2 

STRIPED SKUNK S(1) 2 

RIVER OTTER 

MOUNTAIN LION 

LYNX 

BOBCAT 

FERAL CAT 

MULE DEER + 28 T{1) T(3) 10 

WHITE-TAILED DEER 7 33 7 T{75) 37 50 T(4) 2 23 2 T 

DEER species T(13) T T(1) 

MOOSE T(1) 

AMERICAN ELK 12 15 

PRONGHORN 15 

TOTAL SPECIES 16 13 10 8 8 14 6 2 15 6 11 4 

108 Blue Jay 



Table 1-7. SASKATCHEWAN CHRISTMAS MAMMAL COUNTS 

LOCATION AND DATE 

7
3
. 

S
Q
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W
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S
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e
c
e
m
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e
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1
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9
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7
5
. 

T
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D
A

L
E

 
2

6
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

7
6
. 

T
U

R
T

L
E
 L

A
K

E
 (

A
) 

1 
Ja

n
u

a
ry

 1
9

9
5

 
1 

7
7
. 

T
U

R
T

L
E
 L

A
K

E
 (

B
) 

3
0
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

7
8
. 

W
A

K
A

W
 L

A
K

E
 

2
2
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

7
9
. 

W
E

Y
B

U
R

N
 

1
7
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9
9
4

 

8
0
. 

W
H

IT
E
 B

E
A

R
 

2
7
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

8
1
. 

W
H

IT
E

 W
O

O
D

 
18

 D
e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

8
2
. 

Y
O

R
K

T
O

N
 

2
8
 D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

1
9

9
4

 

T
O

T
A

L
 C

O
U

N
T

 

SPECIES 

4 MASKED SHREW 

T T(1) T(1) 7 SHREW species 

2 T(2) 13 NUTTALL'S COTTONTAIL 

1 COTTONTAIL species 

T{2) T 3 T 41 SNOWSHOE HARE 

T(2) 1 1 T(44) T{2) T(1) T 40 WHITE-TAILED JACK RABBIT 

2 RICHARDSON’S GROUND SQUIRREL 

1 BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 

1 5 GREY SQUIRREL 

1 3 FQX SQUIRREL 

17 1 2 2 2 33 AMERICAN RED SQUIRREL 

2 NQRTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL 

1 NORTHERN POCKET GOPHER 

L(4) 17 AMERICAN BEAVER 

T(2) T(21) T T(3) 19 DEER MOUSE 

4 GAPPER'S RED-BACKED VOLE 

L(1) 1 18 MUSKRAT 

T T(8) 13 MEADOW VOLE 

8 VOLE species 

T T T(4) 25 MOUSE species 

2 NORWAY RAT 

T(2) + 4 HOUSE MOUSE 

T(2) 1 2 T(3) D(1) 32 AMERICAN PORCUPINE 

T(1) T(1) 4 1 5 1 59 COYOTE 

T(1) 4 WOLF 

1 5 1 2 38 RED FOX 

4 RACCOON 

2 AMERICAN MARTEN 

2 FISHER 

5 ERMINE 

1 11 LONG-TAILED WEASEL 

7 LEAST WEASEL 

T(1) T(1) 16 WEASEL species 

T(2) 1 + 17 AMERICAN MINK 

T(1) 10 AMERICAN BADGER 

4 14 STRIPED SKUNK 

T(1) 5 RIVER OTTER 

1 MOUNTAIN LION 

1 LYNX 

1 BOBCAT 

1 FERAL CAT 

2 5 -1- 128 30 MULE DEER 

3 11 50 2 8 37 T 66 WHITE-TAILED DEER 

T(10) 6 DEER species 

T(4) 2 10 MOOSE 

T(30) 9 AMERICAN ELK 

9 PRONGHORN 

17 8 2 8 6 1 11 7 11 3 TOTAL SPECIES 
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