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The Eastern Kingbird breeds 
throughout much of the United 
States and southern Canada.^ Within 
the grasslands region of southern Al¬ 
berta this species is common to 
abundant® and has been found to oc¬ 
cupy a variety of nesting habitats 
ranging from agricultural shelterbelts, 
river valleys and wooded coulees, 
preferring scattered trees in open 
country that provide a sufficient food 
base.^ 

Eastern Kingbirds typically select a 
nest site on a horizontal tree or 
shrub branch (usually deciduous) 
and usually well away from the 
trunk.The nest site may vary in 
vertical location from 2 to 60 feet 
above the ground,"*® at an average 
height of 8 to 20 feet.^ Murphy 
(1983) suggests that Eastern King¬ 
bird nest site selection balances the 
need for nest protection from preda¬ 
tors and from the weather. 

On 3 July 1994 an Eastern King¬ 
bird nest and brood was discovered 
in a solution pocket of a large sand¬ 
stone boulder at Canadian Forces 
Base Suffield (proposed Suffield Na¬ 
tional Wildlife Area, longitude 110° 
24’ 50", latitude 50° 32’ 00", eleva¬ 
tion 650 m A.S.L.), 30 km north of 
Medicine Hat, Alberta. An adult bird 
was initially observed at the nest site. 
Observations from atop a nearby 
boulder revealed a nest constructed 
of small twigs, fine native grasses, 
and other herbaceous material con¬ 
taining three visible nestlings. The 

nestlings were blind and downy 
white with orange-yellow mouths. 
More nestlings may have been con¬ 
cealed as the back of the nest was 
obscured from view. 

The dimensions of the solution 
pocket, within which the nest cup 
was placed, were approximately 16 
cm tall by 13 cm wide by 15 cm 
deep. The nest was approximately 
2.5 m above the ground toward the 
upper right corner of the boulder’s 
WSW facing side. The boulder itself 
had approximate dimensions of 3.0 
m tall by 2.5 m wide by 3.5 m thick, 
and was supported at an angle in a 
hoodoo-like fashion by a gentle ben¬ 
tonite clay slope. The surrounding 
coulee habitat could be described as 
badlands topography, including the 
presence of sparse, low shrubs, ben¬ 
tonite clay slopes, tall sandstone 
cliffs, slumped material, and a small 
permanent stream draining into the 
South Saskatchewan River. Habitat 
found 300 to 400 metres further up 
the coulee could be considered more 
typical Eastern Kingbird nesting 
habitat with the presence of larger 
deciduous shrubs and trees includ¬ 
ing alder {Alnus spp.), birch (Betula 
spp.), and cherry {Prunus spp.), plus 
open slopes for foraging. 

Both adult kingbirds remained 
mainly within 20 m of the nest and 
engaged in defensive behaviour that 
included silent observation, vocaliza¬ 
tion, and hovering above nearby 
shrubs and the nesting boulder. At 
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Eastern Kingbird nest in sandstone boulder 

least one of the adults approached 
the nest with food and perched 
nearby but did not feed the young. 
Because of the apparent reluctance 
of the parents to feed the young in 
our presence, observations were ter¬ 
minated after 15 minutes. 

A review of the literature failed to 
produce documentation of Eastern 
Kingbird use of boulders as potential 
nesting sites. However, the literature 
has documented other unusual East¬ 
ern Kingbird nesting sites including 
the inside of a gourd suspended 
from a pole, inside a rain gauge, in a 
reflector of an electric street light, in¬ 
side confiscated Northern Oriole 
nests,^ inside fire-burned trees and 
snags,^ on stumps, fence posts, or 
upended tree roots. 
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