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The only recent documented loca¬ 
tion of Trumpeter Swans nesting in 
Saskatchewan has been the Cy¬ 
press Hills. This flock peaked during 
the early 1970s when three pairs 
produced nine or ten signets. During 
1991 one pair of Trumpeter Swans 
nested on Coulee Lake Reservoir 
and produced one cygnet. Neck¬ 
bands put on the Cypress Hills 
swans by the Canadian Wildlife Ser¬ 
vice have indicated that they winter 
in the over-crowded Yellowstone/Tri¬ 
state region. This may be one of the 
factors which has resulted in the very 
poor recruitment to this flock. 

Over the last three to four years 
we have received reports of Trum¬ 
peter Swans in the area of Greenwa- 
ter Provincial Park (103° lat., 52° 
long.) in east-central Saskatchewan. 
In October 1990, Donald Hooper and 
Herman Duerkson, local naturalists, 
observed and photographed a pair of 
adult swans and three cygnets on 
Greenwater Lake. From the call of 
this pair and inspection of the photos 
it was concluded that this was in¬ 
deed a pair of Trumpeter Swans. 

Greenwater Lake, Saskatchewan, 
is far from any of the known Trum¬ 
peter Swan breeding areas in west¬ 
ern Canada. The closest known 

breeding site is at Elinor Lake in 
northeastern Alberta and Cypress 
Hills in southwestern Saskatchewan. 
Other areas which are just as close 
are Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge 
in South Dakota and Delta Waterfowl 
Research Station in Manitoba. 

While conducting fire surveys by 
helicopter during the spring of 1991 
Rhys Beaulieu, wildlife ecologist with 
the Saskatchewan Wildlife Branch, 
noticed a pair of swans nesting on a 
small lake in the northern portion of 
Greenwater Lake Provincial Park. 
During a subsequent survey, he and 
park officials observed the pair with 
one cygnet. During early July the pair 
abandoned the breeding lake for an¬ 
other lake several kilometres to the 
northeast of the breeding sites, 
minus the cygnet. 

On the invitation of the Saskatche¬ 
wan Wildlife Branch, Len Shandruk of 
the Canadian Wildlife Service in Ed¬ 
monton travelled to Greenwater Lake 
on 23 July 1991 to capture, identify and 
mark the pair of swans. With the assis¬ 
tance of Rhys Beaulieu, Don Hooper 
and park officer T.P. Andrychuk, we 
captured this moulting flightless pair 
using a motorboat and salmon-landing 
net. While they were being captured, 
the pair vocalized and their calls were 
recognized as that of trumpeters. The 
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Len Shandruk with captured Trumpeter Swan Donald F. Hooper 

pair was leg-banded, collared, 
weighed, measured, and given parasite 
control medication. Samples of their 
blood were taken. The weights and 
measurements collected were deter¬ 
mined to be in the range of the Trum¬ 
peter Swan and far exceeded those of 
the Tundra or Whistling Swan. The 
male received a yellow collar, 30 AC, 
while the female got yellow, 31 AC. 
Both birds were just starting to grow 
new primaries. The new wings were 
just over 100 mm long. 

A search of the breeding lake located 
the nest site, with some shell fragments 
and one dead cygnet which had died 
just prior to or during hatching. The 
nest was in shallow water cattail habitat 
about 65 m from shore. It was built up 
with cattails and other aquatic vegeta¬ 
tion about 40 cm above the mucky bot¬ 
tom with a wide moat around it. 

The last recorded observation of this 
collared pair in Canada was on 13 Au¬ 
gust 1991 when they were observed on 
a lake about one km west of the cap¬ 

ture site. Later, on 30 October 1991, a 
call was received by the Canadian 
Wildlife Service from Jay Pederson, as¬ 
sistant refuge manager of the Lacreek 
National Wildlife Refuge near Martin, 
South Dakota. He informed us that two 
yellow-collared swans (30 and 31 AC) 
were observed wintering on the refuge. 
This was very exciting news as it was 
the first time in recent history that Trum¬ 
peter Swans breeding in Canada were 
discovered using a new flyway and 
wintering area. This discovery could 
lead to management activities (sanc¬ 
tioned by the Rocky Mountain Popula¬ 
tion Recovery Plan and the Trumpeter 
Swan Society) that would increase the 
size of the flock breeding in Saskatche¬ 
wan and wintering in an area other than 
the over-crowded Tristate region. 

Should anyone observe these Trum¬ 
peter Swans again, we would appreci¬ 
ate being contacted with details of their 
location. 
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