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With the recent publication of the 
12 latest checklist of Saskatchewan birds, 

we felt it was timely to record some con¬ 
cerns that we have with respect to the 
reporting of bird records in the province. 

The checklist clearly states that unless 
confirmed by either a specimen or an iden¬ 
tifiable photograph, a species remains 
hypothetical. However, a review of bird 
records published in the Blue Jay for 1989 
and 1990 give the reader a quite different 
impression. 

It is not unusual to come across titles 
of articles that indicate the positive 
recording and identification of new or 
hypothetical species without the required 
supporting evidence.2'3,4,5,6,7'10,11,15 This 
contrasts with similar titles of articles in 
which records have been substan¬ 
tiated.1,2,8,9,13 This, in itself, would not be 
a significant problem if the articles were 
always available and read. However, 
they are not. The Blue Jay is a regional 
journal that is distributed worldwide, and 
more importantly, is abstracted by lead¬ 
ing indices such as Recent Ornithologi¬ 
cal Literature and Zoological Record. 
These publications record only the title 
of the article; the researchers compiling 
species’ records will likely take them at 
their face value. This, we believe, will 
lead to the further reporting of records 
that lack substantiating evidence to the 
ultimate discredit of both the Blue Jay 
and the Saskatchewan Natural History 
Society. 
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To avoid this situation, we suggest 
that the titles of articles reporting bird 
records without the required evidence 
should carry prefixes such as “possible” 
or “sight.” This would not only indicate 
the true nature of the evidence, but 
would also not discourage the reporting 
of such observations by field observers. 

Furthermore, we believe that the ac¬ 
ceptance of species to the Saskatchewan 
hypothetical list is presently far too easy. 
This has resulted in a burgeoning 
proportion (currently 12%) of 
Saskatchewan’s avifauna being of ques¬ 
tionable status. This compares with only 
4% of Alberta’s checklist.14 We, there¬ 
fore, suggest that a records committee be 
formed to not only review new records 
but also the entire hypothetical list. Such 
a committee would accept or reject 
records on the basis of evidence alone, 
ultimately leading to improved standards 
of field reporting in the province. 
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Christmas Bird Count 
Update — Val Marie, Saskatchewan 

The following count was received too late for inclusion in the compiled results. The 
count was carried out on 16 December 1990. Temperature -20° to -10°C, wind light, 
snow cover was 5-10 cm, overcast with light snow in morning, sunny in afternoon. In 
total, 13.5 hours were spent covering 148 km by vehicle and 12 km on foot. 

Bald Eagle, 1; Northern Goshawk, 1; Rough-legged Hawk, 1; Golden Eagle, 3; Gray 
Partridge, 12; Ring-necked Pheasant, 82; Sharp-tailed Grouse, 5; Rock Dove, 1; Great 
Homed Owl, 4; Short-eared Owl, 2; Homed Lark, 125; Black-billed Magpie, 82; 
Northern Shrike, 2; Snow Bunting, 1,117; Evening Grosbeak, 1; House Sparrow, 186. 
16 species, 1,625 individuals. 

Observers: Lynn Grant, Allan Hall, Don McDonald, Cheryl Penny, Lise Perrault, 
Jacques Saquet. 
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