
MEMORIAM 

SYLVIA VAN BRIENEN (HARRISON): 
AN EXTRAORDINARY NATURALIST 
JIM JOWSEY, Box 400, Saltcoats, Saskatchewan. S0A3R0 

The life of an active and very visible 
Saskatchewan Natural History Society 
(SNHS) member came to its close on 
19 June 1992. 

Sylvia Harrison left Regina and 
moved to Rosetown in 1967 when she 
married Anton van Brienen (known as 
"Van” to Sylvia and to many of us). 
There she continued to be a keen ob¬ 
server of plants and birds and shared 
her natural history observations with 
her relatives and other naturalists at the 
meetings of the SNHS, or through let¬ 
ters and visits. In the last four years, 
Sylvia’s own deteriorating health and 
her total commitment to Van’s care in 
the progress of his affliction with 
Alzheimer’s disease severely restricted 
her activity. 

Sylvia’s view of the natural world 
came from her parents, who 
transposed their appreciation of their 
native English countryside to the land 
near Kelvington, Saskatchewan. She 
was the “family naturalist” throughout 
her lifetime and continues to pass on 
her naturalist-observer approach to 
SNHS members through her nephew, 
Brian Irving. When Sylvia and Van 
moved back to the parkland on Van’s 
retirement from teaching woodworking 
at Rosetown, she no doubt influenced 
the next generation of Irvings and her 
Fosston neighbours. In the 1960s, both 
my own children benefited by the ex¬ 
posure to the "Harrison-lrving” view of 
the natural world. 

Sylvia’s activity in the natural history 

groups was notable not only for her 
knowledge of plants and birds but also 
because she was a gentle, sociable 
person. She was always willing to as¬ 
sume responsibilities where she felt 
she could aid in resolving some of the 
Natural History Society’s problems. It 
was in such circumstances that Sylvia 
and I first worked together for SNHS. 
To get more members involved in the 
Society, Frank Brazier called a meeting 
in Regina. Few came to the meeting, 
but it was at this meeting Sylvia, Helen 
Keay and I re-organized the book sales 
activities into what is now the Blue Jay 
Bookshop. Later, I discovered through 
Sylvia how interesting natural history 
field trips and annual meetings could 
be. 

Sylvia worked on some of the social 
activities associated with the American 
Ornithologisis Union Regina meeting, 
which was hosted by SNHS and the 
Regina Natural History Society in 1959. 

In 1960 Sylvia (then Harrison) 
recorded the first sighting of a wood¬ 
cock in the Qu’Appelle Valley in a short 
article in the December 1960 issue of 
The Blue Jay. Though she seldom 
senyed on the executive herself, Sylvia 
influenced SNHS policy through com¬ 
mittee work and through conversations 
with executive members. 

Sylvia van Brienen’s life and words 
and ways left a lasting imprint upon the 
lives of many people. We celebrate her 
life. 
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La Ronge, CBC 8, CMC 52, lepidoptera 

207 
Lady Lake, herps 73 
Last Mountain Lake, birds 233, 

lepidoptera 205 
Last Mountain Lake Wildlife 

Management Unit, birds 186, CBC 8, 
CMC 52 

Leader, birds 63, CBC 8, CMC 52, 
plants 204 

Leech Lake, 168 
Lestock, lepidoptera 209 
Lintlaw, herps 73 
Livelong, CBC 8 
Loon Lake, birds 81,85 
Love, lepidoptera 205 
Love-Torch River, CBC 8, CMC 52 
Lower Rousay Lake 168 
Luseland, CBC 8, CMC 52 
MacDowell, CBC 8 
Marean Lake, herps 75 
Matador, CBC 8, CMC 52 
McKague, herps 73 
Meadow Lake, CBC 8 
Melfort, birds 214, CBC 8, CMC 52 
Melville, CBC 8, CMC 52 
Ministikwan Lake, birds 81 
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Moose Jaw, birds 46, 214, CBC 6, 
CMC 53, lepidoptera 205 

Moosomin, lepidoptera 206 
Naicam, CBC 8, CMC 53 
Neely Lake, CBC 8 
Nipawin 178, CBC 8, CMC 53, 

lepidoptera 124, 206 
North Battleford, birds 214 
Oxbow, lepidoptera 205 
Patterson Lake, lepidoptera 207 
Pike Lake, CBC 8, CMC 53 
Porcupin ' Plain, CBC 8, herps 73 
Preeceville, CBC 8, CMC 53 
Primrose Lake, birds 86 
Prince Albert, birds 80, 214, CBC 8, 

CMC 53 
Prince Albert National Park, CBC 8, 

CMC 53, mammals 117, 
lepidoptera 206 

Qu’Appelle Valley Dam, CBC 9, 
CMC 53 

Quinton, lepidoptera 207 
Raymore, CBC 5, CMC 54 
Read Lake, CBC 9, CMC 54 
Red Earth, herps 75, lepidoptera 206 
Redberry Lake, birds 187 
Regina, birds 214, 218, CBC 5, 

CMC 54 
Ridgedale, herps 75 
Roche Percee, lepidoptera 208 
Rockglen, lepidoptera 205 
Rosefield, lepidoptera 207 
Round Lake, CBC 9, CMC 54, 

herps 75 
Rutland, lepidoptera 206 
St. Louis, lepidoptera 209 
Saltcoats, birds 78 
Saskatchewan Landing, lepidoptera 

207 
Saskatoon, birds 27, 79, 97, 109, 211, 

CBC 6, CMC 54, lepidoptera 205 
Scott, CBC 9, CMC 54 
Scout Lake, lepidoptera 208 
Shoal Lake, lepidoptera 206 
Simpson, CBC 9, CMC 54 
Skull Creek, CBC 9, CMC 54 
Smokey Burn, herps 76 
Somme, CBC 9, herps 75, lepidoptera 

205 
Spalding, birds 220, CBC 9, CMC 54 
Spinney Hill, CBC 9, CMC 55 
Spring Valley, CBC 9, CMC 55 
Spruce Home, CBC 9 
Squaw Creek, birds 81 
Squaw Rapids, CBC 5, CMC 55 
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Stanley Mission, lepidoptera 209 
Stewart Valley, lepidoptera 207 
Sturgeon Landing, herps 76, lepidoptera 

209 
Swift Current, CBC 9, CMC 55, 

lepidoptera 205 
Tantallon, lepidoptera 208 
Tisdale, birds 63, CBC 9, CMC 55 
Tompkins, CBC 9, CMC 55, lepidoptera 

207 
Turtle Lake, CBC 11 
Upper Makwa Lake, birds 81 
Upper Rousay Lake, 168, photo 171, 

194 
Val Marie, birds 109, CBC 9, CMC 55, 

lepidoptera 205 
Vanscoy-Delisle, CBC 11 
Warman, CBC 11 
Wauchope, CBC 11, CMC 55 
Weekes, lepidoptera 207 
Weyburn, birds 214, CBC 5, CMC 56 
White Bear, birds 36, 62, CBC 11, CMC 

56 
White Bear Lake, CBC 6, CMC 56 
Whitebeech, CBC 11, CMC 56 
Whitewood, CBC 11, CMC 56 
York Lake, photo 172 
Yorkton 131, 134, CBC 11, CMC 56 

Saskatchewan Natural History Society 
Members and non-members survey 

results 235 
1992 Annual General Meeting 238 
1992 SNHS Fellows 241, photo 240 
SNHS balance sheet 243 
Statement of financial activities and 

fund balance for the year ending 
31 August 1992, 242 

Scaup, Lesser 25 
Scott, Lome 

Sharp-tailed Grouse, photo 98 
1992 SNHS Fellow 241, photo 240 

Scoter, White-winged 187 
Screech-owl, Eastern 33 
Seib, Gary 

Great Horned Owl, photo 196 
Seib, Gary W. 

Opening of Maurice Street Wildlife 
Sanctuary, photo 179 

Shadick, Stan 
1992 Weyburn Birdathon 241, 

photo 240 
Shandruk, Len, photo 108 
Shandruk, Len, Donald F. Hooper and 

Rhys Beaulieu 
Trumpeter Swans breeding in east- 
central Saskatchewan. 107 

Blue Jay 

Shrew, Masked 48 
Shrew, Short-tailed 47 
Shrike, Northern 15 
Silversides, Gordon 

1992 Conservation Award 238, 
photo 239 

Siskin, Pine 15 

Skeel, Margaret 
Don Hooper receives Larry Morgotch 

Award, presented by Frank 
Switzer, photo 239 

Doug Schmeiser accepts Cliff Shaw 
Award, presented by John Pollock 
and Ruth Shaw, photo 238 

Gordon Silversides accepts the 1992 
Conservation award, presented by 
Katherine Letkiman of Yorkton, 
photo 239 

1992 SNHS Fellows, photo 240 
Stan Shadick receives 1992 Weyburn 

Birdathon individual award, 
photo 240 

Skipper, Pepper and Salt 70, photos 70, 
71 

Skunk, Striped 48 
Smith, Gordon J. 

Clustered Broomrape, Bird’s Hill 
Provincial Park, Manitoba, photo 
121, 122 

Male Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 
Winnipeg, photo 79 

Polyphemus moths (mating), Bird's 
Hill Provincial Park, Manitoba, 
photo 122 

White-tailed Deer fawn, Bird’s Hill 
Provincial Park, Manitoba 

Smith, James D. 
Isabel Priestly holds American Bittern 

for banding, photo 194 
J. R. Foreman holding Mallard, 

photo 171 
Smith, Jim 

Others who remember Isabel Priestly. 
157 

Smith, Ruth 
Others who remember Isabel Priestly. 

157 
Snake, Red-sided Garter 76 
Snake, Western Plains Garter 75, photo 

76 
Solitaire, Townsend’s 25 
Sparrow, American Tree 25 
Sparrow, Clay-coloured 189 
Sparrow, Fox 6, 25 
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Sparrow, Harris’ 25 
Sparrow, House 5, 220 
Sparrow, Lincoln’s 189 
Sparrow, Savannah 6, 25 
Sparrow, Song 25 
Sparrow, White-crowned 6, 25 
Sparrow, White-throated 25, 220, sketch 

221 
Sphagnum warnstorfianum 68 
Sphagnum warnstorfii 68 
Spizawka, Velma 

The White-throated Sparrow that 
stayed. 220 

White-throated Sparrow, sketch 221 
Squirrel, Fox 48 
Squirrel, Grey 48, 234 
Squirrel, Northern Flying 48 
Squirrel, Red, CMC 48 
Squirrel, Richardson’s Ground 48 
Squirrel, 13-lined Ground 48 
Starling, European 15 
Stein, Aletha 

Dazed but friendly Pine Grosbeak. 63 
Pine Grosbeak, photo 63 

Street, Maurice 178 
Summers, Pauline 

Others who remember Isabel Priestly. 
158 

Sunira bicolorago - Bicoloured Sallow 
209 

Sunira verberata - Western Sallow 209 
Sutyna privata - Private Sallow 209 
Sutyna profunda - Profound Sallow 209 
Swallow, Cliff 110 
Swallow, Violet-green 109 
Swan, Trumpeter 25, 107, photo 108 
Switzer, Frank 

Common Nighthawk on nest, photo 
212 

Sympistis funesta - Black-banded Arctic 
207 

Sympistis melaleuca - Black-edged 
Arctic 207 

Sympistis zetterstedti - Labrador Arctic 
207 

T 
Taylor, Ernie 

Osprey nest on power pole, photo 32 
Taylor, Peter 

Bald Eagles steal fish from River Otters. 
223 

Taylor, Robert P. 
Peregrine nesting on Delta Winnipeg 

Hotel, 1989, photo 102 

Teal, American Green-winged 25 
Teal, Blue-winged 184 
Teal, Cinnamon 46 
Telea polyphemus 124 
Thrush, Gray-cheeked 189 
Thrush, Hermit 189 
Thrush, Swainson’s 189 
Thrush, Varied 25 
Tokaryk, Tim 

The extinction and survival of birds - 
65 million years ago. 1 

Tosh, George 
1992 Cliff Shaw Award 238 

Trevor, John T. 
Possible breeding pair of Cinnamon 

Teal in the Thickwood Hills, 
Saskatchewan. 46 

Trowsdale Mutafov, Deanna 
Does the labelling restriction on 

Carbofuran containers help 
protect Burrowing Owls? 201 

Turkey, Wild 25 
Turtle, Western Painted 73, photo 75 

U 
United States 

California, birds 93 
Colorado, birds 93, lepidoptera 210 
Montana, lepidoptera 210 
Nebraska, birds 93 
Ohio, birds 234 
Oklahoma, birds 93 
Texas, birds 93, 225 
Utah, birds 93 

V 
Van Brienen, Sylvia 244 
Vole, Gapper’s Red-backed 48 
Vole, Meadow 48 
Vole, Sagebrush 47 
Von Kuster, Dylan D. and David 

Schneberger 
Diet of the Great Horned Owl in 
central Saskatchewan. 195 

Vulture, Turkey 6 

W 
Warbler, Myrtle 190 
Warbler, Orange-crowned 190 
Warbler, Tennessee 190 
Watson, Harold 

House Finch visits Brandon. 62 
Waxwing, Bohemian 15, 189 
Waxwing, Cedar 15 
Weasel, Least 48 
Weasel, Long-tailed 48, 118 
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Wedgwood, Jim 
Common Nighthawks in Saskatoon. 

211 
Tolerance of short-term disturbances by 

Sharp-tailed Grouse. 96 
Williams, Michael 

1992 Weyburn Birdathon 241, 
photo 241 

Willow 66, photo 66 
Wolf 48, 117, 226, tracks, photo 118 
Woodpecker, Black-backed 15 
Woodpecker, Downy 15, 79 
Woodpecker, Hairy 15 
Woodpecker, Pileated 15 
Woodpecker, Red-bellied 27, 78, photos 

28 
Woodpecker, Red-headed 6, 25 

Woodpecker, Three-toed 25 
Wright, David H. 

Violet-green Swallows at Saskatoon. 
109 

Wright, Honourable Mr. Justice David H. 
Tribute to Maurice Street. 178 

X 
Xanthia togata - Barred Sallow 209 
Xylena cineritia - Western Swordgrass 

210 
Xylena curvimacula - Dot and Dash 

Swordgrass 210 
Xylena nupera - American Swordgrass 

210, photo 208 
Xylotype acadia - Acadian Rover 209 
Xylena thoracica - Grey Swordgrass 210 

Mourning Dove 

Blue Jay 

Wayne Lynch 

255 


