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Fred Bard worked at the Saskatchewan 
Museum of Natural History in Regina for 
a total of 45 years — years which were 
dedicated to the task of building and 
maintaining the Museum.In spite of ter¬ 
rific odds and great difficulties and dis¬ 
couragement, and because of this 
unfaltering determination, a permanent 
facility was finally constructed and com¬ 
pleted in 1955. 

Supported by the Saskatchewan C 
en Jubilee Committee and the 
katchewan and Regina Natural Hi 
Societies, the building of the 
museum was the culmination of 
Bard's dream. At that time, this reno\ 
building with its lifelike and detaile( 
plays was considered to be one of a 
in north America — a graphic testir 
to Fred Bard's imagination and ener 
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'ears later Dr. Stuart Houston com- 
nted in his wildlife column in the 
irterly Fish and Game Sportsman: "I 
lember Fred showing me through the 
v building on Easter Weekend 1955. 

plastering wasn't done, wires 
igled and exhibits were just holes in 
wall. Familiar with habitat exhibits in 
e American museums, where one 
takes over one year and $10,000.00 

>repare, I expected that at most one 
itat case would be ready when the 
'ernor General opened the museum 
May 16. Imagine my surprise at the 
ning ceremonies to find the Museum 
ipleted. Ably assisted by Fred 
man and R. D. Symons and by work- 
night and day these men had 

eved the impossible." 

am his early youth Fred Bard loved 
outdoors and the world of nature. He 
ted to share with others the wonders 

und there. When he was 16, the 
eum of Natural History became a 
ral outlet for him to achieve his goal 
apularizing nature. Perhaps it is not 
rally known that he also dreamed of 

useum out-of-doors, one where 
ile could enjoy and study the living 
d of nature in the wild. To this end, 
/as instrumental in establishing the 
-ana Waterfowl Park, the Condie Na- 
efuge, as well as many Interpretive 

res and Nature Trails within the 
ncial parks system. 

' ny of Bard's happiest hours were 
with his family on a small, open, H 

o can ever know the countless 
of pleasure, the thrill of discovery, 

w many lives have been touched by 
le visiting these sanctuaries. 

i ss piece of property fronting on the 
ana Creek in Regina, which he had 
ased in the late thirties. It didn't 
n barren for long. He soon planted 

' upon row of trees which grew 
)usly. He excavated a dugout and 
had his own private sanctuary. He 

called this area the "banding station" — 
for it was there that he first banded water- 
fowl and began his prestigious bird band¬ 
ing career. Thus over the years Fred Bard 
won recognition in North America as an 
ornithologist. 

Bard delighted in listening to the songs 
of the Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Marsh 
Wrens and other birds which filled the air 
with their melodies in early spring and 
summer while he worked in his garden at 
the "banding station." It was here that the 
Wascana Canada goose flock was started. 
The flock began modestly in 1953 with 
the first pair of geese — "Hiawatha and 
Queenie" — a gift from the late Ralph 
Stueck, a naturalist from Abernethy, Sas¬ 
katchewan. It took additional pairs of 
geese, eggs, hard work and a good 
measure of trial and error before the geese 
became established. The many Canada 
Geese now found in the southern part of 
the province and especially Regina, attest 
to the success of this pilot project. 

At the "banding station" Fred Bard did 
some of his first fi Im work. He spent many 

hours in blinds photographing birds in the 
marsh, becoming an accomplished 
photographer —both in stills and motion 
pictures. His beautiful photos appeared in 
various publications throughout Canada 
and the United States. He assembled a 
portfolio of coloured slides to meet the 
demand for his lectures, which he 
delivered to many city and rural schools 
in the province. 

While Fred's photography portrayed 
the beauty of nature, the theme always 
centered on conservation and the preser¬ 
vation of natural habitat. His film The 
Pelicans of Last Mountain won an award 
of excellence at the Yorkton Film Festival 
in the early 1950s. He filmed a variety of 
subjects including the Carrot River Log 
Drive, paleontology and archaeology ex¬ 
cavations and of course his first love, 
zoology. Much of this footage was incor¬ 
porated into other film productions. 

September 1990 
169 



Early in his career Fred became in¬ 
volved with the conservation of the near¬ 
ly extinct Whooping Crane. In the mid 
1940s he assisted others in the search for 
the then unknown nesting area of these 
magnificent birds. Although many miles 
were flown over northern Saskatchewan, 
no nests were found. It was not until about 
1945 that he saw his first Whooping 
Crane. There is a tale of his delight and 
amazement when he saw the almost 
mythical bird and shouted "It really is a 
Whooping Crane." 

Through publicity campaigns, the 
public rallied in support of the birds and 
reports began coming in of other Whoop¬ 
ing Crane sightings. It was through these 
reports that Fred and other museum staff 
were able to fi Im the cranes, and no doubt 
this publicity helped to bring the Whoop¬ 
ing Crane back from the brink of extinc¬ 
tion. It was Fred who first conceived of 
the idea for a Whooping Crane foster 
parent experiment using Sandhill Cranes 
to raise Whooper chicks. Some 20 years 
later, in 1975, the experiment was finally 

tested. 

Fred Bradshaw, Director of the Provin¬ 
cial Museum since 1928, and his staff at 
the museum were undoubtedly the 
catalysts in the move to organize the 
Regina Natural History Society founded 
in 1 933; many of the preliminary discus¬ 
sions took place in the work room of 
Bradshaw's assistant, Fred Bard. The 
Regina Society and the Provincial 
Museum have remained mutually sup¬ 

portive. 

When Fred was appointed director of 
the Provincial Museum in 1947 he 
promised to assistthe Blue Jay, which was 
in difficulties after Isabel Priestly's death, 
by mimeographing the bulletin at the 
museum. He also reported regularly to 
the Blue Jay on museum activities. When 
an organization meeting was called in 
Regina to form the Saskatchewan Natural 
History Society on 24 January 1949, Fred 

Bard was one of the founding membf 
He was one of it first directors (althojl 
he preferred not to take an office), 
honorary president for some time. In 
early years, Bard was an active merr| 
of both the provincial and local socief 
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Fred Bard was a founding board m 
ber of the Saskatchewan Museums I 
sociation and continued his supp 
throughout the years, always willing 
assist the smaller museums of 
province. 
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e On 31 May 1970, Fred retired from 
Saskatchewan Museum of Natural l _ 
tory, where he had served so diligently r 
45 years, the last 23 as director. Just p r 
to his retirement he was awarded i 
honorary Doctor of Faws degree by e 
University of Saskatchewan, Reg a 
Campus, in recognition of his note e 
contributions to the province in develi 14 
ing the Museum and for his work in cm4 
servation. In addition, he recei dt 
numerous other awards for his dedicefi; 
services to conservation. 

After his retirement from the Muse^Wi 
Fred and Phyl Bard moved to Surrey, Bp?); 
where nature conservation and e 
promotion of natural history continue a 
play an important role in Fred's life, e 
spent many hours working on a It il 
Ducks Unlimited project, where he 
the opportunity of working with s 
beloved Canada Geese. 

On 23 September 1989, at the ag< >f; 
81, Frederick George Bard passed a' y 
after a lengthy battle with cancer. H s( 
survived by his wife of 53 ye.flt 
Philomene, of Surrey, B.C., one a 
Donald of California, twin daughters '*■ 
lene Feltz of New Mexico and For e 

Freemen of Victoria, B.C. 

ff 
Fred Bard's contribution to wile e 

conservation and education will c m 
tinue to enhance the lives of people >r 
generations to come. L 
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