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MIGRATING SNAKES 

1 A. WEDGWOOD, 610 Leslie Avenue, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. S7H 2Z2 

' 

: An unusually large total of 11 garter 
ikes was seen while I was driving 
n farm to farm in the Norquay district 
ng the afternoon of September 12, 

- 19, the first warm, sunny day in 3 
f 9ks. 
1 
1 The snakes were on three 1.6- 4.8- 

; stretches of north-south roads: a 
ed highway 1.6 km west of town, a 

If vel road 1.6 km northeast and a dirt 
Ij1 d 3.2 km southwest. The six live and 

■ road-killed snakes were all going or 
nting east. About 3 hours elapsed 

i /veen first and last observations. 

r -> 
I Jiven the weather pattern, the num- 

of snakes and especially the consis- 
apparent direction of travel, the 

surmise was that a migration was occur¬ 
ring across a front at least 8 km wide. 
(With that number of snakes, if move¬ 
ments had been merely local, including 
sunning on the road, one would expect 
direction to have been random.) Since 
the sightings were spread over 3 hours, 
probably many more than 11 snakes 
were present, some having already 
crossed, others not yet having reached a 
road when I happened by. 

According to Wayne Lynch, garter 
snakes in Manitoba’s Interlake region 
may migrate as much as 18 km from 
hibernacula and move back to winter 
quarters in the first half of September.2 

Bernie Gollop recalled an old report of a 
hibernaculum near Pelly, Saskatchewan, 
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which is 11.2 km east-southeast of 
Norquay and David Baron advised that 
records in the Saskatchewan Museum 
of Natural History showed this hiber- 
naculum to be about 4.8 km northwest of 
Felly. The sightings ranged from 8 to 
14.4 km from this point and were within 
22° of due west of it. (If angularity had 
been much greater, some snakes would 
have been spotted on east-west roads, 
but none was.) A fall migration was 
probably in progress and the garter 
snakes were likely headed for the Pelly 
hibernaculum. 

By the third sighting I was paying 
particular attention to status, location 
and direction. It had reminded me of a 
similar group of observations 2 years 
previous: three live and two road-killed 
garter snakes along some 6.4 km of 
Highway #35 between Wadena and El- 
fros, all moving or pointing east. (That 
the direction was the same for all snakes 
in each of the Norquay and Wadena 
groups was significant; that it happened 
to be east both times was likely coinci¬ 
dental.) As at Norquay, the day was 
warm, following a lengthy spell of cool, 
damp weather. With the Norquay expe¬ 
rience behind me, I nowbelievethe 1987 
observations were possibly of another 
hibernaculum-bound movement. 

arises — has the 1980s drought had iy 
bearing on local garter snake poa a- 
tions? The possibility that numberslhy 
increase during a drought was raisd jy 
George Hearn, a Rosetown area fa er 
when commenting on conditions dul ig 
the 1930s: 

“I don’t know if the dry weatherhd 
anything to do with garter snakes out, 
but I remember that during one of t $e 
years, there was a outbreak of g er 
snakes. They would come arouncjjie 
house and, if they got a chance, w] Id 
sneak in and sometimes get in unde ie 
cookstove, which would just about: id 
my mother into orbit. They were so :k 
that on a calm day, if you stood still id 
listened near the buckbrush, you did 
hear them crawling through the gjss 
and branches.”1 

The Museum maintains a record le 
on flora and fauna. One item of prirl ry 
interest is snake hibernacula pher n- 
ena. Anyone with information is in' id 
to report details to the Life Science it, 
Saskatchewan Museum of Natural1 s- 
tory, Wascana Park, Regina, S4P 3 7. 

'CURTIS, J.L. 1988. Camberley and Cllid 
school districts. Camberley and Clelanc: s- 

i| 
tory Book Committee. 174 pp. 

Recalled too by the Norquay event 
was the Arelee area woman who in 1988 
remarked on the number of snakes 
around her farm that year. A question 

2LYNCH, WAYNE. 1983. How Manitoba (jjrer 
snakes survive our winter. Canadian o- 
graphic 103(2) :26-29. 
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