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Least Flycatchers build small, open-cup 
nests either in the upright crotches of stur¬ 
dy trees, or less commonly, saddled on 
horizontal limbs. Constructed from a mix¬ 
ture of fine grasses and other plant 
materials, they are often woven together 
with spider webs and then lined with cot¬ 
ton, fine grasses, feathers or hair.2 4 
Occasionally, unusual materials such as 
tissue paper or other refuse may be 
used.1 6 This paper describes a nest of the 
Least Flycatcher lined with the wings of 
dragonflies. 

From 1984 to 1986 Least Flycatchers 
were studied in a high-density population 
that nests in the dune-ridge forest separ¬ 
ating Lake Manitoba from Delta Marsh, 
Manitoba.5 Over the three summers 406 
nests of this species were examined.3 

On 1 5 July 1986 a Least Flycatcher nest 
was located approximately 1.5 m high in 
a Sandbar Willow (Salix interior). The nest 
contained two eggs, indicating that laying 
began the previous day. The nest-shell was 
constructed mostly of fine grasses; 
however, unlike every other nest exa¬ 
mined, this nest was lined with 14-16 dra¬ 
gonfly wings which formed two to three 
overlapping layers over the entire inside 
surface of the nest. On 1 7 July the fourth 
and final egg was laid. Only three eggs 
hatched on 30 July but all three nestlings 
fledged from 12-13 August. The lining of 
dragonfly wings was still intact when the 
nest was re-examined after fledging. 

Although damselflies form a minor com¬ 
ponent of the diet of Least Flycatchers at 
Delta Marsh, dragonflies were never taken 
as prey.3 However, numerous detached 
dragonfly wings were noticed on the path¬ 
ways and road near this nest, presumably 
the result of predation by Eastern King¬ 
birds (S.G. Sealy, pers. comm.). It is pos¬ 
sible that this Least Flycatcher salvaged 
some of these discarded wings when it 
was lining its nest. 

Although these observations indicate 
the use of dragonfly wings was rare, this 
example illustrates that Least Flycatchers 
can be opportunistic when selecting nest 
materials from the resources available to 
them. 
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