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While it is generally acknowledged that 
Merlins are vigorous defenders of their 
nests the following noteworthy account of 
a female killing one and perhaps two 
American Crows was related to us by 
Charlie Cowan of Saskatoon.1 235 

These observations were made during 
the first week of May 1986, at a Merlin nest 
site in Saskatoon. Cowan was sitting in his 
garden where the Merlins were nesting 
when a crow flew past the nest tree. The 
female immediately left her nest and struck 
the crow in mid-flight. It fell to the ground 
and was dead when picked up. Unfor¬ 
tunately the crow was not retained so that 
the precise cause of death could be deter¬ 
mined. However, given its almost instan¬ 
taneous death, it is likely that she broke its 
neck. Two days prior to this Cowan had 
picked up a second dead crow in the 
garden. Again, it was not examined close¬ 
ly but it is possible that the Merlin was also 
responsible for its demise. 

While Merlins have been seen striking 
American Crows in nest defence, a pre¬ 
viously published account of the attack 
resulting in the death of the crow was not 
found.4 That it did in this particular instance 
is quite remarkable, given the considerable 
size discrepancy between the two species. 
The average weight of five American 
Crows in the Saskatchewan Museum of 
Natural History is 427 g and the average 
weight of 37 female Merlins caught by us 
breeding in Saskatoon is 256 g. 
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