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On the morning of 22 September 1986, 
six medium-sized chunky hawks were 
observed in Brandon's west end in an area 
where they are not generally observed. 
Upon obtaining binoculars (7 x 35 and 10 
x 24) to aid in positive identification, a 
group of seventeen hawks was observed 
and identified as Broad-winged Hawks. 
Several hawks flew directly overhead and 
two white and two black bands in the tail 
were clearly observed. Sighting distances 
varied from very close to approximately 
0.75 mi. Observation continued from the 
deck of a residential home overlooking the 
Assiniboine Valley, and during a one hour 
period the following kettles of Broad¬ 
winged Hawks were observed: 

Time Number of Hawks 

10:15 am 17 
10:20 am 30 
00:25 am 9 
10:30 am 9 
10:35 am 11 
10:40 am 5 
10:45 am 10 
10:55 am 6 
11:10 am 9 

TOTAL 106 

The total observed was 106 Broad¬ 
winged Hawks in a 1 hour period. Each 
small group of hawks appeared to be 
repeatedly sailing upwards on thermals 
and then gliding down to new thermals 
in a se direction. Because of the high den¬ 
sity of houses in the area it was not pos¬ 
sible to see the flight path of the hawks 
for a long distance. It appeared that they 
crossed the Assiniboine River and 

travelled se but it was impossible to see 
if they continued to follow the river. 

Weather conditions at the time were 
recorded as 10° C with wind from the west 
at 10 knots (about 18 kmph) with good 
visibility and intermittent sunny periods. 

Details of the Brandon sighting were 
reported to Cal Cuthbert, one of Brandon's 
most experienced and expert birders, who 
reported seeing a Broad-winged Hawk 
that morning in an area where he had not 
seen one previously. 

It is interesting to note that the 22 
September observation date is consistent 
with information on Broad-winged Hawk 
flights in Ontario and the United States, 
which are said to peak during the middle 
of September and often contain thousands 
of hawks between 11 and 24 
September.1 2 
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