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AUDUBON SOCIETY'S 
VIDEO GUIDE TO BIRDS 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

SUSAN DRENNAN, Editor. 1988. Vol. 
5 (Songbirds II — 109 species of warblers, 
orioles and blackbirds, tanagers, gros¬ 
beaks, finches, buntings and sparrows). 
Produced by Nature Science Network, 
Carrboro, NC 27510. 80 minutes. 
$41.00. 

This is one of five volumes covering 
505 species of birds. The jacket claims 
that "In each volume, moving and still 
pictures show each bird's marking and 
behavior; computer-animated range 
maps communicate breeding and winter¬ 
ing areas for each species; and bird-calls 
and sounds from the Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithology complement informative 
narration and stunning visuals." 
(Boldface as on jacket.) This review is 
based on my impressions of the treatment 
of 62 species found in the Saskatoon area 
after going through the tape three times 
and on the comments of eight other 
people who saw it once. 

This video does not take the place of 
field guides but it does have two big 
advantages over books: a species' song is 
heard as the bird is seen, and some of its 
behaviour can be studied, e.g., and 
Ovenbird's tail-pumping, a meadowlark's 

flight technique, and how a Black- 
white Warbler works a tree. The narr, 
is good. 

Most species are shown for 2 
seconds, some longer, some shorter, 
plumages only are shown — a bree 
male and, usually, a female or young 
videos vary considerably in qualit' 
only 2 of the 109 species warran 
adjective "stunning." Too many 
show birds too far away to be ol 
value; some show birds from angles 
less for identification; others presen 
nificantly obstructed views; many ar 
true colour (including white epaule 
male redwings), and others are blurr 
though not enough to prevent ident 
tion. Thirteen of the 62 species are si 
only on slides and most of these are ( 
off-colour — too pale, too dark, toe 
— or not sharp.Zooming in and o 
them is not an improvement. In 
cases stop-action is used to prolon 
view of a moving bird. 

The same flock of distant blackbi* 
shown for red-wings and yellow-h 
neither is useful for identifying < 
species. One wonders if the "fer 
Brown-headed Cowbird is not, in fa 
immature bird. It is also interesting tc 
that at least one view of a Tend 
Warbler shows a faintly striped bre< 
plumage characteristic not shown i 
of the field guides checked. 6 7 8 
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ird songs are usually dubbed but are 
|asionally from the bird in view. These 
ilizations are not as useful as those on 
trdings because only one bird is heard 
it usually has an eastern dialect. One 
ild do better to study pictures in a 

field guide while listening to songs 
|i warbler and finch recordings made 

ir to the Prairie provinces.1 2 The 
^shopper Sparrow is shown giving its 
song which I have heard only once 
years of birding on the Prairies. The 

iparrow's song is not familiar. 

|e maps are drab. Canada is medium 
the USA is dark grey and the coasts 

[haded, a degree of detail that makes 
icult to find narrow coastal ranges, 
ddition of provincial and state boun- 
s would have been a much more 

I detail. Maps are shown for about 
conds, not always long enough in a 
iewing to find small winter ranges 

are dark blue on the dark back- 
d. 

< 
jcies occurring in the Saskatoon area 
|re missing include: Connecticut and 
ning warblers; Clay-colored, 

[s, LeConte's and Sharp-tailed spar- 
McCown's and Smith's longspurs, 

|oary Redpoll. Typographical errors 
fie 4.5 in. as the length of a White- 
>d Sparrow (instead of 6.5) and, in 
)rint, "White-winged Crosbill." 

oth their three photographic field 
to birds, the Audubon Society has 
>red this endeavour without the 

^raphy to do the job.3 4 5 9 For too 
species, the plumages as filmed are 
|od enough for identification, and 
(any plumages are not shown, 
illy, a subsequent edition of this set 
?rway and will be a vast improve- 
ker this version. 

Saskatoon Natural History Society 
this volume to determine whether 

t would purchase the remainder of 
It will not.) 
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—Reviewed by J.B. Gollop, 2202 York 
Avenue, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. S7J 
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NEWFOUNDLAND BIRDS: 
EXPLOITATION, STUDY, 
CONSERVATION 

WILLIAM A. MONTEVECCHI and LES¬ 
LIE M. TUCK. 1987. Publication 21, 
Nuttall Ornithological Club, Cambridge, 
Mass. 273 pp., illus. colour and b/w 
maps, cloth $10.50 U.S. 

This ornithological history is a model 
for all other provinces to follow. Based on 
forty years of work by the late Leslie M. 
Tuck, it describes the geography, geology 
and ecology of Newfoundland, the 
utilization of birds by prehistoric in¬ 
habitants, and the history of both the birds 
and birders of Newfoundland. There are 
long chapters on seabird colonies, pat¬ 
terns of landbird diversity (in a province 
where less than one percent of the area 
has been cleared for agriculture and 
urban development), and a superb chap¬ 
ter on conservation and preservation. Par¬ 
ticular attention is paid to documented 
changes in numbers and distribution of 
bird species over the centuries. 

The authors give careful attention to the 
early writers who mentioned New¬ 
foundland birds, and later collectors and 
observers, and they have devoted 
painstaking attention to determining the 
first, second, third, fourth and fifth 
specimen record, sight record and breed¬ 
ing record for each species. 

Appendix II provides local vernacular 
names for most species but unfortunately 
both authors' names and localities are 
used in parentheses with no way for the 
reader to discern which is which. Mon- 
tevecchi and Tuck give "twillock" as an 
early name for the Greater Yellowlegs, 
without mentioning possible confusion 
with "willick" or "willock," early names 
for the guillemot and puffin. There is an 
excellent bibliography, but no index. 

I found only six typographical er 
and two errors of fact. P.A. Tave 
played a pioneering role in bird ban 
in the United States, not Canada. "It 
is already a plural word and "inuit 
therefore incorrect. 

This attractive, interesting, well- 
ten, hard-cover book is a bargain 
Reviewed by C. Stuart Houston, 
University Drive, Saskatoon, 
katchewan. S7N 0J8 

WOMAN BY THE SHORE 
AND OTHER POEMS 
A tribute to Louise de 
Kiriline Lawrence 

ROBERT W. NERO. 1990 Na 
Heritage/Natural History Inc., Tort 
Ontario. 64 pp. Soft cover $9.95. 

A book of poems by ornitholc 
naturalist and well-known Great 
Owl researcher, Robert W. Nero, ; 
tribute to Canada's nature writer 
naturalist Louise de Kiriline Lawn 
who was friend and inspiration t( 
poet. The verse is complemented b 
nature drawings of James A. Ca 
Royalties from this book are b 
donated to the Louise de Kir 
Lawrence Nature Writers Award 
being established to encourage e 
lence in nature writing. 
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