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TURKEYS AT CLAIR, SASKATCHEWAN 

JAMES H. PURDY, Box 123, Frog Lake, Alberta. TOA 1MO 

At approximately 11:00 a.m. 29 De- 
cember 1988, an unusual sighting was 
made from Highway 5 just east of Clair, 
Saskatchewan. Very close to the north 
side of the road, in a small grove of pop- 
lars, three large, dark objects appeared 
in the trees. As my vehicle approached 

47(2). June 1989 

the trees, my first impression was that 
these objects were raccoons; my next 
impression was porcupines; my third 
impression was black plastic garbage 
bags! As the car passed the small bluff, 
the objects moved, revealing that they 
were birds — large, dark birds. 
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| turned the car and drove back, park- 
ing on the shoulder of the highway, 20-25 
m from the poplars. The birds were 
roosting 3-4 m from the ground. Visibil- 
ity was about 1 km with very light pow- 
dery snow. My wife and | and our two 
children had the opportunity to observe 
the birds under favourable conditions 
using 7x35 binoculars and a copy of Birds 
of North America.® 

The only large bird which could possi- 
bly meet the descriptions of these three 
was a Wild Turkey. This was reinforced 
by comparing field marks with the field 
guide. 

The nearest of the three birds had a 
definite lightening of colour around the 
head which made me think of a Turkey 
Vulture. However, there was no distinct 
line between black body and red, naked 
head as in that case. This bird had an 
indistinct margin between body and a 
whitish upper neck and head, with some 
red overtones, particularly along the 
front. | am familiar with Turkey Vultures 

and am convinced that this was not what 
was perching in the trees. Godfrey dif- 
ferentiates Wild Turkeys from domesti- 
cated fowl by the former having tails tip- 
ped with brown and the latter tipped 
with whitish or pale buff.* This bird had 
some rusty-coloured upper tail coverts, 
though I did not notice this reddish col- 
oration continuing down the complete 
tail, and the tip appeared black. The 
birds were observed for 5 to 10 minutes 
until a passing truck caused them to drop 
into the grasses and bushes below their 
roost, where they soon moved out of 

sight. 

Although | am not familiar with these 
birds other than observing them at Polar 
Park, Ardrossan, Alberta, Wild Turkeys 
have been sighted previously in Sas- 
katchewan. They were first reported in 
the 1980 Christmas Bird Count at Biggar 
and regularly thereafter with the excep- 
tion of 1984 and 1985. Most of these 
Sara have been in the Cypress 

Wild Turkey 
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Clair, Saskatchewan, is a long way 
from the turkey’s natural range. | am 
curious to know whether other sightings 
of these birds have been made in this 
area. Speculation leads me to wonder if 
these Wild Turkeys were released or had 
escaped from a neighbouring farm. 
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MELANISM AND HAIRLESSNESS IN THE 
RICHARDSON’S GROUND SQUIRREL 

HUGH C. SMITH, Provincial Museum of Alberta, 12845-102 Avenue, Edmonton, 
Alberta. T5N O0M6 

Aberrant pelages in the rodent family 
Scuiridae are not unusual. In some 
species, such as Woodchuck, melanism 

and albinism occur on a regular basis. 
In other species such as the Gray Squir- 
rel, the melanistic morph occurs in some 
populations to the exclusion of the nor- 
mal morph. Other species exhibit little 
or no_- pelage aberrations. The 
Richardson’s Ground Squirrel is one 
such species. | have been able to find 
one reference to albinism’ and none to 
melanism in this species. Recently, the 
Provincial Museum of Alberta received 
two specimens of Richardson’s Ground 
Squirrel that are worth reporting be- 
cause of their aberrant pelage. 
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The first specimen, a melanistic form 
(PMA No. 88.16.1), was obtained in the 
Didsbury area of central Alberta in June 
1988. The individual is well furred with 
hair of normal length but entirely black 
in colour. The specimen was collected 
in a roadside ditch beside a field that 
was used to pasture livestock. Anumber 
of other black ground squirrels (25 to 30) 
along with a large number of normal-col- 
oured individuals was observed in this 
pasture. An interview with a person who 
lived nearby revealed that the landowner 
allowed the shooting of “gophers” on 
this land, but only if they were of normal 
colour. The black individuals were not 
to be shot. The following standard 
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