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The contributions to Saskatchewan 
mammalogy of Dr. John Richardson at 

Carlton House and Cumberland House 
in the 1820s are well known, commemo- 

rated as they are in the names of 
Richardson’s and Franklin’s Ground 
Squirrels.® ° Less well known is that Will 
C. Colt® collected the type specimen of 
the Least Weasel near Osler, Saskatche- 
wan, on 15 July 1895." 

Also unknown to most modern 
naturalists is an English mammalogist, 
Edwin Hollis, who collected in Sas- 
katchewan’s Touchwood Hills at the turn 
of the century. After some experience 
in the British Museum (Natural History), 
where he apparently learned to make 
study skins, Edwin Hollis came to 
Kutawa, a telegraph office and post 
office on the old Telegraph Trail be- 
tween Qu’Appelle and Humboldt, and 
northeast of present Punnichy.? Arriving 
on 7 July 1901, he stayed until 23 April 
1902 as a guest of his relative, Joseph 
Hollis, who had arrived in 1884 to ranch 
on the northeast quarter of section 30, 
township 28, range 15, west of the sec- 
ond meridian.” 

Species collected by Edwin Hollis 
(using Banfield’s modern names) and 
published in an annotated list in The 
Zoologist were: Red Bat, Hoary Bat, Er- 
mine, Long-tailed Weasel, American 
Mink, Striped Skunk, American Badger, 
Red Fox, Coyote, Richardson’s Ground 
Squirrel, Franklin’s Ground Squirrel, 
Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel, Least 
Chipmunk, Northern Pocket Gopher, 
Northern Grasshopper Mouse, Deer 
Mouse, Gapper’s Red-backed Vole, 
Meadow Vole, Prairie Vole, Muskrat, 

Meadow Jumping Mouse, Snowshoe 
Hare, and an American Bison skull.*° It 
is of interest that in this Touchwood Hills 
parkland country, not one White-tailed 
Jackrabbit was collected. 
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On his return to England, Hollis gave 
a paper to a well-attended meeting of 
the Exeter College Field Club and Natu- 
ral History Society, “Notes of a Naturalist 
in N.W. Canada.” He also exhibited “a 
very nice collection of water-colour 
sketches of most of the animals dealt 
with, drawn by his wife.” According to 
the Devon and Exeter Gazette of 16 Jan- 
uary 1906, these illustrations “added 
much to the interest and lucidity of his 
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paper.” The mammal collection, which 
Hollis presented to the British Museum 
(Natural History) in London, embraced 
23 species, five of which were new to 
the museum, and ranged in size from 
the coyote to the shrew. 

Hollis lived in Exeter between 1905 and 
1908. He prepared many small mammal 
specimens, helped out at the Exeter 
Museum in a voluntary capacity and do- 
nated “a vast number of specimens to 
the museum.” Other specimens of small 
mammals were donated by “Miss Hol- 
lis,” who almost certainly had created 
the earlier water-colours. There is no 
record of his having married. 

In January 1908, Hollis became curator 

and librarian at the Bucks [Buckingham- 
shire] Archaeological Society’s Museum 
at Aylesbury and held this post for 33 
years. He soon widened his interests, 
from mammalogy and taxidermy, to in- 
clude local history and prehistory, espe- 
cially ancient manuscripts and docu- 
ments and tradesmen’s tokens. He also 
did much educational work with school 
children, especially those evacuated to 
Exeter from London during the war. 

Hollis published little, but a note on 
the occurrence of the Lesser Horseshoe 
Bat in Devonshire appeared in The 
Zoologist on 15 March 1907. An article 
on Devon tokens in the Transactions of 
the Devon Association, 77:177, 1945, 
speaks of him as Edwin Hollis, F.Z.S. (Fel- 
low of the Zoological Society, London). 
Hollis died on 12 July 1941, at the age of 
78.* A modest and retiring man, he appa- 
rently left no extant photograph. 
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