
THE DUSKY SALAMANDER DOES NOT 
OCCUR IN SASKATCHEWAN 

FREDERICK W. SCHUELER, Herpetology Section, National Museum of Natural 
Sciences, Box 3443, Station D, Ottawa. KIP 6P4 

Since no one has ever supposed that the 
Dusky Salamander, Desmognathus fuscus, 
does occur in Saskatchewan, or indeed 
anywhere northwest of Indiana, except for 
a recently introduced population in 
southeastern Kansas, it would seem 
pointless to mention its absence, were it 
not for a specimen in the collection of the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology at Har¬ 
vard University (MCZ 1572) labelled 
"Cedar Lake Saskatchewan."3 2 This 
specimen has been mentioned by Dunn 
and Preston who have doubted its authen¬ 
ticity on zoogeographic grounds.5 8 It was 
not mentioned by Bishop, Logier and 
Toner, or Cook.1 6 4 

During a recent visit to the MCZ, the 
author was able to examine this specimen, 
and here reports information about it 
which casts substantive doubt on its 
authenticity. In the MCZ amphibian 
catalogue, this specimen falls among col¬ 
lections which were entered without any 
record of the date received or when they 
were catalogued, between MCZ 1478, 
received 18 October 1878, and MCZ 
1612, received 10 November 1879. There 
are eight collections among these from the 
present province of Manitoba. The 
catalogue entries for these collections are 
listed in Table 1. No dates of collection 
are noted for any, but there are fish in the 
MCZ from this area collected by Scudder 
with a date of collection of 1860. 

Two things are immediately apparent 
from Table 1. First these specimens did 
not come from Saskatchewan as a pro¬ 
vince, which did not exist in 1878-1879. 
The Gazetteer of Canada does not list a 
Cedar Lake in Saskatchewan. "Saskat¬ 

chewan" here refers only to the river, so 
that "Cedar Lake" is Cedar Lake, 
Manitoba, at the mouth of the Saskat¬ 
chewan River. Dunn and Preston correctly 
located Cedar Lake, so the "Saskat¬ 
chewan" on the bottle label is doubtless 
a recent error of interpretation.5 8 Second, 
at the time of cataloguing MCZ 1572 was 
considered ar\ Ambystoma ("Amblyst" is 
a truncation of "Amblystoma/' a name 
formerly used for this genus). Ambystoma 
tigrinum, the Tiger Salamander, is the only 
salamander known to occur in the Cana¬ 
dian prairies, though A. laterale, the Blue- 
spotted Salamander, is found in eastern 
Manitoba and the southern Interlake.8 

Four of the collections of Wood Frogs 
were not assigned a name; this hesitancy 
was doubtless due to the problem of iden¬ 
tifying Wood Frogs in an era in which they 
were divided into three highly artificial 
species.7 The specimens were subsequent¬ 
ly identified as Rana cantabrigensis, and 
are perfectly plausible western or southern 
Manitoban Rana sylvatica; five are mid- 
dorsally striped and three are unstriped, 
which is the expected frequency there.10 

The specimen bottle contains a recent¬ 
ly written label, a loose metal tag with the 
number 1572, a loose paper label pen¬ 
cilled with "Saskatchewan Riv. Brit. Am. 
S.H. Scudder," and a half dried-up Dusky 
Salamander with 15 costal grooves, a 
keeled tail, and a snout-vent length of 
about 37 mm. None of the other collec¬ 
tions listed in Table 1 are dried, the metal 
tags with which they are identified (iden¬ 
tical in kind to that with MCZ 1572) are 
all tied to the specimens, and except for 
MCZ 1562, all the tags are tied on with 
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the same kind of coarse brown and white 
string. When there are more specimens 
than there are metal tags the specimens 
are linked together with thread. MCZ 
1 572 is also the only lot among these in 
which the locality given on the pencilled 
label in the bottle is different from that in 
the catalogue book. 

Samuel H. Scudder was an entomologist. 
"In the summer of 1860 [he] made a col¬ 
lecting trip to Lake Winnipeg and the 
lower Saskatchewan... Among the but¬ 
terflies [he] found at the mouth of the 
Saskatchewan [and] collected with dif¬ 
ficulty on account of the mosquitos [was] 
a delicately marked and exquisitely pret¬ 
ty bluet/' which was subsequently nam¬ 
ed Scudder's Blue (Lycaena scudderi Ed¬ 
wards). He was also a general naturalist, 
because he brought back amphibians and 
fish to the MCZ, and later compiled a list 
of all zoological generic names.11 

In a book published under the name of 
"A. Rochester Fellow" in 1886 (in which 
he further styles himself "Francis Lutter- 
by") Scudder gives an account of this trip, 
which was made to observe the solar 
eclipse of July 1860 from Cumberland 
House.12 "The [United States] Govern¬ 
ment had despatched two of its 
astronomers on this six-thousand-mile 
journey for the information they were to 
gain on this single day, while a university 
museum [i.e. the MCZ] had added an 
assistant for the work, that opportunity 
might be given through him to increase 
its stores from the little-explored regions 
through which the expedition would 
pass."(p. 10-11) They never reached 
Cumberland House, and observed the 
eclipse through clouds from a muskeggy 
camp nearly inundated by the Saskat¬ 
chewan River. 

The book is mostly an account of the 
difficulties of travel and mosquitos, and 
Scudder seems as shy of dates as he is of 
his name. The party traveled by canoe up 

Lake Winning to Grand Rapids, then 
through Cedar Lake to the Pas, and then 
returned. The trip took 42 days centred on 
"mid-July." There is no mention of col¬ 
lecting amphibians, though they carried 
alcohol and preserved birds, fish, and 
mammals in it, and also collected many 
insects. The factor at Cedar Lake House, 
a Mr. De Leon, is mentioned as filling an 
alcohol can with "pelicans and other 
small fry for our naturalist."(p. 81) 

I conclude that the original identifica¬ 
tion as Ambystoma, the loose tag when 
the other collections were tied, and the 
dried condition of the specimen when the 
other collections were not dried out, in¬ 
dicate that some error, in which a Dusky 
Salamander was substituted for the 
original specimen, occurred between the 
time MCZ 1572 was entered in the 
catalogue book and the time the 
systematic card file was established 
around 1900. 

The range of neither the Blue-spotted 
nor the Tiger salamander, as presently 
known, extends to Cedar Lake, though the 
former approaches the southern part of 
Cedar Lake from the southeast and the lat¬ 
ter from the southwest.8 The pencilled 
label "Saskatchewan Riv. Brit. Am." may 
be the correct locality, and "Cedar Lake" 
may be dittoed from MCZ 1571 in the 
catalogue book. (It is suggestive of error 
that the "original number" is also dittoed, 
though Scudder seemed to regard Cedar 
Lake as a wide part of the Saskatchewan 
River.12) In any event, the specimen could 
not have come from within the known 
range of the Tiger Salamander along the 
course of the Saskatchewan River in 
Saskatchewan, because Scudder's party 
did not go upstream past The Pas. In those 
days the shores of Lake Winnipeg were 
on the main thoroughfare of travel in this 
region, and while roads built along the 
highest land now make some species of 
amphibians more accessible, Scudder, in 
his soggy lake-side camps, may have been 
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more apt to encounter salamanders than 
is the modern collector.9 
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CRESTON VALLEY WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT AREA — 
20 YEARS 

The Creston Valley Wildlife Manage¬ 
ment Area is celebrating its 20th birthday 
on 2 October 1988. A summer program 
of events is culminated by an official birth¬ 
day celebration on that date, with special 
events all day including the filling and 
sealing of a time capsule. For more infor¬ 
mation contact C.V.W.M.A., Box 460, 
Creston, British Columbia V0B 1G0 or 
(604) 428-3260. 
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