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Houston and Bechard recently 
provided a highly informative account of 
the contributions of oologist Edward Ar¬ 
nold to the ornithology of the Canadian 

prairie provinces.7 In this account, they 
mentioned a trip that Arnold made with 
Walter Raine (the subject of another 
paper by Houston) to Shoal Lake, 
northwest of Winnipeg.67 In his earlier 
account of Raine’s contributions, 
Houston mentioned a trip by Raine to 
Raeburn, Manitoba in 1893, but did not 
mention the trip of the following year to 
Shoal Lake.6 Much earlier, Taverner 
stated that Arnold and Raine visited 
Shoal Lake in 1893 and 1894.13 In fact, 
Raine made two trips to Shoal Lake, 
both in June 1894, the first with Arnold 

and two companions, the second with 
an unnamed local farmer.1 11 Houston 
and Bechard were correct in stating that 
these trips occurred in 1894, as Arnold 
states that he and Raine planned the trip 
in winter 1893 and that it took place in 
1894.1 

Raine mentioned the first trip only 
briefly, apparently relying on Arnold to 
supply the details.11 According to Ar¬ 
nold, they travelled from Raeburn to the 
lake on 8 June in “rather warm” 
weather, stopping en route to look at 
some nests of Cliff Swallows on an old 
house and to look for a nest of a Blue¬ 
winged Teal by a ditch.1 They arrived at 
Shoaf Lake about 1800 and were soon 
in a colony of terns with “hundreds” of 
nests. They identified the terns as 
Forster’s, but Taverner questioned this 
identification on the grounds that neither 
mentioned Common Terns, a species 
which is more abundant there.213 Cer¬ 

tainly the gravel nest sites of this colony 
are more suggestive of Common, 
although Forster’s occasionally nest on 
such sites.10 An earlier account by 
Donald Gunn of finding terns nesting 
both on gravel and on floating mats of 
vegetation suggests that both species 
may have been present.4 Arnold also 
mentions finding nests of Canvasback, 
Redhead, and Greater Prairie-Chicken 
that first day.1 Modern naturalists may 
raise eyebrows at the latter, but this 
species was common on the prairies 
during this period, and Taverner found 
them still more common than the Sharp¬ 

tailed Grouse in 1917.813 Mosquitoes 
were a major irritant to Arnold, but the 
heat proved more of a problem as he 
was driven to sample the alkaline water 
of the lake, the effects of which he felt 
long after their visit.1 Arnold also reports 
that on 9 June he and Raine found nests 
of three species of grebes, American 
Bitterns and Wilson’s Phalarope.1 
Although Raine mentioned their stay 
was 5 days, Arnold’s account covers 

only two.1 11 

Raine had hoped to visit a 

colony 'of American White Pelicans 
visited by R. Hunter in 1878, but he and 
Arnold did not find it on their joint visit.11 
Raine decided to try again and re¬ 
turned to the lake with a local resident 
on 17 June, when they found that a 12 
June storm had washed out much of 

the tern colony that he and Arnold had 
visited earlier.11 He found a few young 

terns there as well as a Spotted Sand¬ 
piper nest. Raine and his companion 
found several duck nests, another 
Wilson’s Phalarope nest, and several 
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grebe nests before proceeding to 
another peninsula of the lake. While they 
took shelter from a storm, a settler told 
them the location of the pelican colony. 
That evening they rowed to a colony 
island, where they collected eggs of the 
pelicans, Double-crested Cormorants 
and Herring Gulls. They then moved on 
to another island where they found more 
pelicans, more duck nests, more Herr¬ 
ing Gulls and another colony of 
“Forster’s” Terns. As darkness overtook 
them, the weather grew stormy again, 
and they spent the night under their 
boat. Raine’s dedication to his hobby is 
indicated by his rising at 0400 the next 
morning to spend 3 hours blowing eggs 
before awakening his companion to 
complete their return trip.11 

The “Shoal Lake” of Gunn, Arnold, 
Raine, Chapman and Taverner 
northwest of Winnipeg varies markedly 
in water levels and is at times divided 
into three lakes: East Shoal Lake, West 
Shoal Lake, and North Shoal Lake.9 
These marked changes in water levels 
affect the breeding of birds in the area, 
most notably that of the American White 
Pelican.3 5 9 13 

Houston and Bechard wisely caution 
the reader not to confuse the “Shoal 

Lake” visited by Arnold with the town of 
the same name west of Minnedosa.7 To 
this caution, I would add that there is yet 
another Shoal Lake in Manitoba near 
Lake-of-the-Woods from which Win¬ 
nipeg gets its water supply and which is 
also a subject of the ornithological 
literature.12 
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