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The Wood Duck has been recorded 
in small numbers throughout eastern 
Saskatchewan. The first documented 
observations were made in the late 19th 
century, with breeding records from 
Indian Head in 1888 and Cumberland 
House in 1890.2 1 3 5 6 Since that time, 
Wood Ducks have been recorded with 
/oung on the Qu’Appelle River, east of 
Graven.4 A number of other breeding 
records have been submitted, notably 
from southeastern Saskatchewan, 
around Estevan (D. A. Duffus and R. J. 
Santo, pers. comm.). This note 
describes recent observations of Wood 
Ducks in east-central Saskatchewan. 

DUMBERLAND HOUSE 
Staff of Ducks Unlimited (Canada) 

nade several observations of this 
species in the Cumberland Marshes 
aomplex during 1980. (Table 1 and 
:igure 1A). In 1979, banders from the 
Jnited States Fish and Wildlife Service 
;USFWS) banded a lone drake on 
Waterhen Lake, Cumberland. All of the 
Wood Ducks observed in the area were 
dentified as males. 

OVERFLOWING RIVER and LEAF 
_AKE 

The Overflowing River is a deep, 
narrow, meandering channel that drains 
nto the southwest corner of Leaf Lake 
rom the Pasquia Hills (Figure IB). Its 
nanks are densely vegetated by willow 
Salix spp.). The uplands adjacent to the 
iver are primarily willow/sedge 
meadows (Carex spp.) and, as elevation 
ncreases, mature hardwood stands 

(Populus spp.; Ulmus spp.; Fraxinus 
spp.; Acer spp.) occur, often adjacent to 
the river itself. 

On 18-19 September 1980 we 
observed between 25 and 30 Wood 
Ducks using the overhanging willows 
along the river as loafing areas. The 
birds were observed as individuals and 
in small groups, flying out from the 
willows at distances ranging from 10 m 
to 75 m ahead of us. During the first sur¬ 
veys, the distance at which a bird or 
flock flushed seemed to be primarily a 
function of how clearly it could see us. 
Larger groups would flush in one’s and 
two’s rather than as a group. Once rn the 
air, the birds generally gained altitude 
rapidly and circled around behind us, 
landing downstream, permitting an ac¬ 
curate estimate of numbers. We 
repeated this exercise three times over a 
period of two days, each time arriving at 
a similar number. The birds became 
more nervous with each “survey” and 
flushed farther from the boat each time. 

We managed to identify three adult 
males and six adult females. The 
remainder of the birds observed were 
indistinctly marked, and superficially 
resembled adult females, although their 
plumage was duller and the eye-rings 
were absent, features characteristic of 
immature birds.1 

There have been no breeding 
records reported for the Wood Duck 
along the Overflowing River. 

Earlier this century, the Wood Duck 
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Figure 1 A — N. McGregor Lake, B — Beaton Lake, C — West Channel, D — WaterhM 
Lake, E — Egg Lake, F — Cumberland Flouse, G — Section of Overflowing Riv 
where observations were made. 
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Table 1. WOOD DUCK OBSERVATIONS — CUMBERLAND MARSHES 1979 
AND 1980. 

Date Location 
No. of Birds 
(all males) Authority 

1979 Waterhen Lake 1 Banded by USFWS 
31 May 1980 Egg Lake 1 D. Phillips 
28 July 1980 North McGregor Lake 1 D. Phillips 
19 Sept. 1980 Beaton Lake 3 D. Phillips 
22 Sept. 1980 Beaton Lake 22 D. Phillips 
26 Sept. 1980 Beaton Lake 1 D. Phillips 
6 Oct. 1980 West Channel 1 D. Phillips 

Wood Ducks. Fred W. Lahrman 

seemed to be on the brink of extinction 
throughout many parts of its range in 
North America.5 An expansion in its 
range seems to be the present trend.5 
Attempts to encourage this trend are un¬ 
derway throughout the western 
provinces, primarily in British Columbia 
and Manitoba. In Saskatchewan, efforts 
have been undertaken by local wildlife 

federation branches to provide suitable 
nesting sites by erecting nest boxes in 
areas where birds have been sighted. 
Further investigation may reveal, 
however, that there is already a viable, 
but previously underestimated, 
breeding population in east-central 
Saskatchewan. 
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