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On 5 June 1978, Ken Melnick, 
Manitoba Department of Natural 
Resources, and I took off in a Cessna 
180 from the northern end of Fidler 
Lake to survey waterfowl breeding on 
the Churchill River in northern 
Manitoba. We went south, at an 
altitude of 30-60 metres and at a 
speed of 135-160 kph, along the 
eastern shoreline of the lake just 
south of where the Churchill River 
heads east. We observed four 
Sandhill Cranes standing in a delta¬ 
like area of mudflats where a stream 
entered the lake (57°10’N, 96°54’W). 
A little further south, we caught sight 
of a Whooping Crane in flight approx¬ 
imately 15 metres above ground level". 
The crane passed directly beneath us 
so identification was easy. The long 
outstretched neck, the long legs trail¬ 
ing behind the bird, large white wings 
with black tips and red head patch 
were all clearly visible. The weather 
was overcast and viewing conditions 
were excellent with no glare or 
reflection from the sun to interfere 
with observations. We circled to make 
further observations of the bird and 
obtain photographs but were unable 
to find it again. We flew east to where 
the crane had come from in an 
attempt to locate other Whooping 
Cranes but found none. 

As we continued our survey along 
the shoreline at the southern end of 
Fidler Lake, I was impressed by the 
similarity between some of the habitat 
located a short distance inland and 
habitat portrayed in photographs of 
Whooping Crane breeding grounds in 

Wood Buffalo National Park, N.W.T. 
Numerous shallow ponds fringed with 
aquatic emergent vegetation in¬ 
terspersed by low ridges of black 
spruce, tamarack and willow oc¬ 
curred in the area. This type of habitat 
is not restricted to the Fidler Lake 
region but extends in a wide band 
from Hudson Bay across Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta to the 
Northwest Territories. 

It was exciting enough to witness an 
observation of a Whooping Crane in 
this part of Manitoba. However, the 
sighting was all the more interesting 
in the light of other reports of the 
species in northern Manitoba.1 I 
decided to attempt to locate other 
Whooping Crane records in the 
province, and am grateful to R. W. 
Nero of the Manitoba Department of 
Natural Resources and to H. W. R. 
Copland of the Manitoba Museum of 
Man and Nature for allowing me 
access to records in their files. Each 
record was examined and its authen¬ 
ticity determined on the basis of the 
amount and conformity of detail con¬ 
tained in the description of the 
observed bird(s) and presumed 
credibility of the observer. Those 
records considered to be authentic 
were divided into two categories, 
accepted and confirmed according to 
criteria used by W. J. D. Stephen, 
Canadian Wildlife Service, 
Saskatoon.2 Records in these 
categories are listed in Table 1. 
Locations of accepted records are 
plotted in Figure 1. 

The major flight path for migrating 
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Tabic I. Whooping Crane sightings in Manitoba ( 131* 3* 1 979) . 

Record 

No. Date Location TWp. 
Lega 1 

Rge. her. 

No. of 

Birds 

Move¬ 

ment Observer 

Type of 

Obser¬ 

vation 

i April 26, 1943 East Shoa1 L. 50°20'N 97°35'u 17 23 wl 9 N F.C. Ward A1 

2 Oct. 1, 1953 Churchi11 58°45'n 94°35'w not app1icab 1e 3 - Mrs. E. Beckett A 

3 April 28, 1955 Russel 1 50°55‘N long'w 22 28 Ml 4 - Mrs. R. Anderson u2 
4 Oct. 7, 1955 Swan Lake 49°25'n 98°50'w not app1 I cab 1 e 2 s F.C. Ward A 

5 April 19. 1956 Brandon 49°50'n lOffOO'W 10 19 wl 2 N D.A. Ball A 

6 Sept. 6, 1964 Churchi11 58°45'n 94°05'w not app 1 i cabl e 3 - 1 .H. Smith A 

7 April 25, 1971 TeuIon 50°18'n 97°26'w 15 1 El 4 - R.C.M.P. A 

8 April 29, 1973 Ponemah 50°28‘N 96°57'w 17 4 E1 5 E L. LaRue U 

9 May 17, 1973 Koma rno 50°34'n 97°24'w 18 1 El 2 - A. Romanyk 
Mrs. C. Romanyk 

A 

IQ May 8, 1974 Campe<r v i 1 1 e 52 ° 001N I0tf09‘w 35 20 Wl 4 SW 3.1. Smith A 

1 1 Ma y 9. 1974 Dauphin Beach 51°08'N 99°50'w 25 17 Wl 2 - D. Juce u 

12 La te Ma y , 1974 1 s 1 and Lake 53°42'N 94°40'w not app 1 i cab 1 e 5 NE T . A. ham i 1 ton u 

13 June 22, 1974 North Seal Ck. 56°49'n 92°55‘w no t app1 ica b1e 2 - W.K. Harper 
1 .R. BukowS ky 

D. Beckett 

A 

14 Aug . 23, 1974 G i 1 1 am 56°15'n 94°35'w not app1icab 1e 4 - A 

15 April 27, 1975 Churchi11 58°46'n 94°00'W not app 1 i cab 1 e 2 E 
B. Erickson 
Mrs. D. Erickson A 

16 May 1, 1975 Red Deer Lake 52°55'n 10 r 2 71 w 48 28 wl 2 N B. Ha ther ' 
R. Hatner 

u 

17 Late Ji/ie, 1975 P i nawa 50°09'N 95°55'w 14 12 El 4 NE W. Schwartz u 

18 April a. 1976 Shoal Lake 50°28' n 1 OCf 45 • w 17 24 Wl 6 NW C.C. Findlay A 

19 April 17, 1976 Wa1dersee 50°30'N 98°58'w 18 1 1 Wl 1 ' - E. Hoehn A 

20 May 3. 1977 Poin te du bo i s 50°131N 95°34'w 15 14 El 7 - R. Knox u 
2 1 May 8, 1977 Breezy Point 50°14'n 96°50'w 14 5 El 2 NW R. AlIan U 

22 May 16. 1977 Over flowing R. 53011'n ior°o5’u 48 25 wl i * R.J. Robertson A 

23 May 18. 1977 G i 1Dert Plains 51 ° 13' N 1 OCf 29' w 25 22 Wl 4 - M. Stoughton u 

24 May 22, 1977 GuII Lake 50°24'N 96°311w 16 7 El 3 NW A. R. Kear U 

25 April II , 1978 E the 1 ber t 51 “23 ‘ N 1 OCf 08' w 26 18 wl 5 - M. Dohan A 

26 April 16, 1978 Gypsumvi11e 51 ° 46' n 98° 38• w 32 8 Wl 2 - C.J. Ruhr A 

27 June 5. 1978 Fid1er Lake 57°10'N 96°54'W not app 1 i cable 1 W K. Me 1nick A 

28 May 15, 1979 Pasquia Lake 53°30'n 101°2 4 1 w 54 27 wl 1 N E.F. Whitney A 

29 Sept. 14, 1979 Amaran t h 50°3b'N 98°<(Vw 20 12 Wl 3 SE C.W. Collins U 

Accepted record 

Unconfirmed record 

Whooping Cranes has been stated as 
passing through Saskatchewan.3 
However, sightings made in the 
prairie provinces in 1977 and 1978 in¬ 
dicate that this corridor extends to the 
east and west of Saskatchewan.2 
Locations of sightings in southern and 
western Manitoba, illustrated in 
Figure 1 of this paper, support this 
observation. The sightings in 
northeastern Manitoba are particular¬ 
ly interesting since summer locations 
of all Whooping Cranes are not 
known. Most yearlings and other sex¬ 
ually immature Whooping Cranes are 
known to summer in the Northwest 
Territories portion of Wood Buffalo 

National Park.4 However, to date, 
attempts have not been made to iden¬ 
tify the summer locations of the entire 
Whooping Crane population (E. Kuyt, 
pers. comm.). The presence of habitat 
apparently suitable for Whooping 
Cranes in numerous uninhabited 
regions of northern Manitoba, and the 
dates of some of the Manitoba 
sightings (Table 1), leads to the 
speculation that some cranes may 
spend a portion of the summer in 
Manitoba in some years. 

If Whooping Cranes are indeed 
summering in Manitoba, acceptance 
of sightings will be enhanced if obser- 
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Adult Whooping Cranes with young, Avon lea, Saskatchewan. Lome Scott 

vations made are complete. Man’s 
ability to preserve this endangered 
species and ensure its future ex¬ 
istence depends, in part, on the extent 
of our knowledge of its distribution, 
movements and habits. The oppor¬ 
tunity to contribute to this knowledge 
is available to us all. I would urge 
anyone who observes a Whooping 
Crane to report the sighting to: Mr. E. 
Kuyt — Canadian Wildlife Service, 
100, 9942-108th Street, Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5K 2J5, (403) 420-2516. 
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