
BARROW’S GOLDENEYE 
IN SASKATCHEWAN 

CHRISTOPHER J. ESCOTT, 271 Silvian Way, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. S7H 5G1 

On Monday 10 October 19831 visited 
the south end of Blackstrap Lake south 
of Saskatoon to see if any new water 
birds were on the lake. A cold front had 
blown in from the northwest overnight 
and it was cool with short driving 
showers which continued to blow 
through. 

About 450 m north along the east 
bank a small flock of goldeneye moved 
away from the shore. Two of the birds 
were adult males and the other five 
were females or immatures. The upper- 
parts of one of the males were marked¬ 
ly darkerthan those of the other. Study 
with a spotting scope confirmed that 
this maleand at least oneofthefemales 
were Barrow’s Goldeneye. 

The male was in full adult plumage 
with the inverted white facial comma, 
the extensive black upperparts with 
white port-holes, the black of the back 
drooping down over the shoulder in a 
crescent shape, and the rather flat¬ 
headed profile. The drake seemed 
alarmed as it began craning its neck 
and swimming farther out into the lake. 
The female was very similar to the 
nearby female Common Goldeneye 
except that the bill was entirely yellow- 
orange in colour. 

1 took a hasty photograph of the 
drake, and almost immediately the 
flock spooked and flew to the north 
several hundred meters. I called in a 
report on the Saskatoon Rare Bird 
Alert and about an hour later was 
joined at Blackstrap by Al Smith and 
Stan Shadick who also saw these 
goldeneye. We were, however unable 
to approach the birds any closer than 
about 150-200 m before they became 
agitated and flew away again. 
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The birds were not seen again for 
about 3 weeks, but in the last few days 
of October and the first week of Novem¬ 
ber there were several reports of up to 
three Barrow’s Goldeneye at Black¬ 
strap as well as reports of single drakes 
on Last Mountain Lake at Regina 
Beach 28 and 30 October by B. 
Luterbach and R. Kreba, and Broderick 
Reservoir near Outlook on 8-9 Novem¬ 
ber by A.R. Smith. Another 2 weeks 
passed before my final sighting at 
Blackstrap Lake. On 18 November 1983 
Al Smith and I were on the west side of 
the lake in the Shields Townsite when 
we found three Barrow’s Goldeneye 
feeding in the shallows: a drake, a 
yellow-billed female and a dark-billed 
bird I assumed to be an immature 
Barrow’s Goldeneye. I photographed 
the male again, but as soon as they 
were approached the three birds flew 
off and were not seen again. Five days 
later the lake was competely frozen 
over. 

The photographs provide documen¬ 
tation of this species’ occurrence in 
Saskatchewan. The recently revised 
provincial checklist showed Barrow’s 
Goldeneye as a hypothetical species, 
known from sight records but never 
photographed or collected. Houston 
summarized the unconfirmed records 
to 1 January 1981 and there were four: 
an adult male6 April at Morse, an adult 
male shot but not preserved at Pasqua 
Lake 12 October 1964, a male 9 Novem¬ 
ber 1975 north of Semans, and a male 
at Eastend 5-6 April 1980.2Two subse¬ 
quent sightings have been reported: 25 
October 1981 Bob Godwin, Kathy 
Meeres and D. Paulson saw an adult 
male at Blackstrap and 24 October 
1982 Bob Luterbach reported a male at 
Regina Beach.4 1 
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