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On 15 April 1982 Jim Crozier of 
Dauphin, Manitoba identified a Band¬ 
tailed Pigeon in the yard at his farm 
(N W33-23-1 9-W 1) located ap¬ 
proximately 1.3 km northwest of the 
north entrance (Hwy. 10) to Riding 
Mountain National Park. The following 
day, identification was confirmed by T. 
Jenkins and later in the day by W. Clark 
and me. Several photographs of the bird 
were obtained at close range. 

Field marks of the bird were observed 
at a distance of 40 m with a 20x spotting 
scope, then at 10-12 metres with 7x35 
binoculars with the pigeon perched 
about 7 m up in a Bur Oak (Quercus 
macrocarpa). The bird was larger than 
our local Rock Dove. The under parts 
from the belly into the head were beige. 
The wings and back were grey. The bill 
was yellow with a black tip (the distal 
quarter). A narrow, but prominent white 
band occurred on the back of the neck 
with a green patch below this band 
which extended downward to the upper 
back. As the tail was held in a more-or- 
less horizontal plane when the bird was 
perched, the grey band through it was 
seen only when short flights were made. 
Yellow feet and a red eye ring com¬ 
pleted the colour characteristics of the 
visitor. Rock Doves were not observed 
in trie area. 

Bent mentioned that in the states of 
Washington and California, Band-tailed 
Pigeons are associated with oaks in 
gulches where they feed on acorns, 
berries, etc.1 At Crozier’s, the pigeon 
stayed at the crest of a deep ravine in a 
semi-open stand of Bur Oak and other 
hardwood deciduous trees. In the ensu¬ 
ing days, Crozier reported that the 
pigeon was feeding on acorns which 

had fallen to the ground, swallowing 
them whole. Although the bird had been 
in the yard only since the previous day, 
it had already established two favorite 
perches as observed by Mr. Crozier. 
Both were less than 20 m from the 
house. 

As I moved in to photograph it, the 
pigeon did not become fidgety until I 
was about 10 m away from the tree in 
which it was perched and when it flew, it 
was only a short distance to a nearby 
tree. Its tameness suggested that it may 
have been a caged bird that had es¬ 
caped, but it was not banded. Alarm 
was displayed (extreme fidgeting) when 
a large hawk circled over the yard high 
up. Bent points out that Band-tailed 
Pigeons are preyed upon by Prairie 
Falcons and Cooper’s Hawks.1 Mr. 
Crozier heard cooing sounds from the 
bird prior to our arrival. The pigeon was 
last seen at the Crozier farm yard on 27 
April where it continued to feed on 
acorns, however, it apparently left short¬ 
ly after that date. 

According to Godfrey, the Band¬ 
tailed Pigeon’s breeding range is from 
southern British Columbia, including 
Vancouver Island, Utah, and north- 
central Colorado south to Baja, Califor¬ 
nia and through the mountains of Mex¬ 
ico into Central America.4 He notes that 
it winters from southwestern United 
States (sometimes north to B.C.) 
southward. Robbins et al note its locally 
common status, especially in summer 
and its association with western oak and 
pine woods.8 

Houston lists three hypothetical 
records (no material evidence) for Sask- 
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atchewan and Weidl reports a fourth 
record for that province that Dr. Houston 
would also classify as hypothetical 
because of the failure to obtain material 
evidence.6 9 In Manitoba, no records are 
given in recent regional publications by 
Gardner, Cleveland et al or by Knap- 
ton.3 2 7 According to Hatch, this sighting 
is the first record for Manitoba.5 He 
notes, however, that a second sighting 
was made in Manitoba in 1982 when 
one was identified at Churchill in June. 
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