
with little energy cost. Orians mentioned 
that dragonflies were obtained by this 
method in calm weather, and the fact 
that the dragonflies were emerging 
suggests that they were easier to catch 
than when in regular flight.9 Similarly, 
my observations took place in calm 
weather, and the moths caught were 
slow-moving targets. The Red-winged 
Blackbird is known to be a “generalist,” 
and has exhibited this in its oppor¬ 
tunistic feeding on such foods as horse¬ 
shoe crab eggs and gull eggs when 
these are readily available.3 811 12 Thus, 
it would be expected to catch insects on 
the wing when these are available and 
easily caught. Observers should be alert 
to this and other possible behavioural 
responses by Red-winged Blackbirds 
as they invade new habitats. 
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WOOD THRUSH NEAR 
CADILLAC, 
SASKATCHEWAN 

P. M. BROWNE, Ducks Unlimited 
(Canada), P.O. Box 4465, 1606 - 4 
Ave., Regina, Saskatchewan. S4P 3W7 

An individual Wood Thrush was 
observed at Driscol Lake, south of 
Cadillac, NE7-7-13-W3 20 May 1981 at 
1420 hours. The bird was seen foraging 
with an American Robin on the lawn 
north of a farm house amongst rather 
dense shrubbery. The immediate im¬ 
pression was of a short tailed Brown 
Thrasher, but smaller than a Robin. The 
white breast with round black spots, a 
chestnut coloured back, nape and 
crown, with a slightly paler tail were 
noted. The bird had a dark eye, with a 
fairly distinct ring around it. 

Silent, the bird gave a strong im¬ 
pression of a European Song Thrush 
(Turdus philomelos). Unlike this species 
however, the bird observed appeared 
more “chestnut”, “cleaner” and 
generally more sharply coloured. No 
wing bars were noted and the birds legs 
were fleshy coloured. 

I observed this thrush with Bushnell 
10x50 binoculars for approximately 2-3 
minutes at ranges from between 5 and 
10 m. The bird appeared to be rather 
tame and eventually flew off into the 
nearby shelter belt, there remaining on 
the ground, or in the low strata of the 
undergrowth. 

NOTE: There are eight other records for the 
province but this is the most southwesterly 
(Houston et a/, 1981, Blue Jay, this issue). 

December 1981. 39(4) 207 


