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Houston et al have noted the lack of 
adequate documentation of nesting 
for a variety of birds that are regular 
summer residents of Saskatchewan.2 
The present note provides documen¬ 
tation for one such species, the Bay¬ 
breasted Warbler. 

I spent part of the summer of 1969 
at the field station of the Department 
of Biology, University of 
Saskatchewan, at Emma Lake, 
Saskatchewan. Bay-breasted 
Warblers were moderately abundant 
in mixed woods in the region and two 
nests were found. 

On 8 June a female Bay-breasted 
Warbler was seen carrying nesting 
material near the southeast corner of 
Fairy Island. An incomplete nest was 
located near the top of an 8-m white 
spruce (Picea glauca), on the tip of a 
branch about 1 m from the trunk. The 
female was incubating on 12 June, 
and on 13 June the nest contained 
four eggs. The nest was a relatively 
flimsy structure of twigs and grass. It 
was empty when visited on 22 June, 
presumably as a result of predation. 

A second nest was found on 13 
June in mixed woods near the U. of S. 
Art School. The female was carrying 
material to a nest located at a height 
of 8 m in a 13-m white spruce. On 22 
June this nest contained 3 eggs and 
the female was still incubating when 
the nest was last visited on 26 June. 

The relatively distinctive plumage 
of the female Bay-breasted Warbler 
leaves no doubt about the identity of 

the birds at either nest. Male Bay¬ 
breasted Warblers were also seen 
feeding the incubating females on 
several occasions at both nests. 

There are breeding season records 
of singing males1 3 4 5 6 or fledglings1 
of this species from a number of 
locations in the boreal forest region of 
Saskatchewan. It seems probable that 
the Bay-breasted Warbler breeds 
throughout this region. 
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