
BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK 
AT PIERSON, MANITOBA 

by RICHARD W. KNAPTON* 

On the evening of July 31, 1974, a 
31ack-headed Grosbeak was mist- 
letted on the Pierson Wildlife 
Management Area, some 7 miles 
outhwest of Pierson, Manitoba. The 
)ird was examined in the hand by 
)ave Duncan of Winnipeg and by 
nyself, and was then shown to Ralph J. 
Vang of Pierson, after which it was 
eleased. 

The bird was distinguished from the 
lose-breasted Grosbeak by its 
lecidedly yellowish-brown underparts 
vith very few streakings, and by its 
>right lemon-yellow wing-linings. It 
vas most likely a female but could 
lave been a first-year male, par- 
icularly as the underparts were so 
>rightly coloured. 

McNichol recently summarized 
mown records of the Black-headed 
jrosbeak in Manitoba and listed only 
i records, covering some 12 birds to 
965.4 r> No records from 1965 to 1974 
lave been uncovered. In Saskat- 
hewan, the species has been recorded 
s far east as Estevan but is a decidedly 
carce bird over much of the province, 
seeding sparingly in the Cypress Hills 
dth a breeding record from Last 

; Mountain Lake.*5 2 7 Indeed, the closest 
rea to the Pierson Wildlife 
Management Area in which the Black- 
leaded Grosbeak regularly occurs is 

fij long the Missouri River in North 
Dakota, some 150 miles southwest.1 

. Jowevcr, interestingly enough, 
I lybrids between Black-headed and 

tose-breasted Grosbeaks have been 
ound only 60 miles south along the 
ouris River, 16 miles southeast of 
Minot*, thereby providing a greater 

potential for pure Black-headed 
f Grosbeaks or hybrids to occur in the 
r xtreme southwest, as opposed to other 
I] reas, of Manitoba. 
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I should like to thank R. W. Nero 
for information supplied to me for this 
article. 
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PROBABLE CINNAMON TEAL - 
BLUE-WINGED TEAL CROSS 

by S. L. and J. A. WEDGWOOD* 

As waterfowl were returning in 
numbers, we drove west of Saskatoon 
on Sunday, April 27, 1975, paying 
special attention to the water bodies. 
On a slough (W1/2-1 8-36-8-W3) about 
a mile northwest of Rice Lake there 
was one duck unlike any we had seen 
before. Following half an hour of ob¬ 
servation, debate and the consulting of 
field guides, we concluded this male 
bird was most likely a cross between a 
Cinnamon Teal and a Blue-winged 
Teal. 

Our first impression was that we had 
come upon a Cinnamon Teal, a bird 
with which we were familiar, having 
seen it a number of times on the West 
Coast — but there were two differen¬ 
ces. The body, breast and head were 
Cinnamon Teal: plain dark rusty red. 
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