
failed to hatch.2 However, I have 
recorded no case of hatching failure 
clearly attributable to this cause in 
Massachusetts. In four of my six study- 
nests described above, I removed the 
enclosing eggshell, but in the 
remaining two (one Common, one 
Roseate) I left it on and the chicks 
nevertheless hatched. More signifi¬ 
cantly, I have examined several hun¬ 
dred unhatched eggs in eight colonies 
but I have not yet found a dead em¬ 
bryo in an enclosed egg. 

Hatch’s observations suggest the 
possibility that egg enclosure may be 
more frequent among Common Terns 
in Manitoba than in Massachusetts. If 

this is confirmed by subsequent obser¬ 
vation, it would be interesting to 
determine whether it is associated with 
unusually large differences in egg-size 
within clutches, or perhaps with an 
unusual failure of the parents to 
remove eggshells promptly. It would 
also be important to determine the 
level of embryonic mortality in these 
colonies and to discover whether it is 
associated clearly with egg enclosure, 

or with other factors such as parental 
neglect or toxic chemicals. A 
relatively high incidence of hatching 
failure has been reported among Com¬ 
mon Terns in Alberta (Switzer et alf r>; 
G. A. Fox, personal communication) 
and in Ontario (M. Gilbertson, per¬ 

sonal communication). 

This study was supported in part by 
a grant from the Frederick W. 
Beinecke Fund. This note is Con¬ 
tribution No. 119 from the Scientific 
Staff, Massachusetts Audubon Society. 
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CHAPMAN’S 1908 RECORD OF 

CALIFORNIA GULL NESTING 
IN MANITOBA 

by MARTIN K. McNICHOLL* 

Although the California Gull breeds 
n Saskatchewan and North Dakota, its 
tatus in Manitoba is unclear.2 11 In 
908 Frank M. Chapman referred to 

Dept, of Zoology, 
Jniversity of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alta. T6G 2E1 

California Gulls nesting at the Shoal 
Lakes in his “Camps and Cruises of an 
Ornithologist” (pp. 319, 345).1 
However, since Chapman gave no 
details and did not mention Herring 
Gulls there, Taverner included this 
record under “Herring Gull” and 
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referred to the birds as Herring or 
California Gulls.1'2 He then commen¬ 
ted on the difficulty in distinguishing 
the species. The late A. G. Lawrence 
does not refer to Chapman’s record in 
his writings on Manitoba birds, and 
essentially discounts it by referring to 
a sight record by C. G. Harrold on Oc¬ 
tober 5, 1923, as the first authentic 
record tor the province.7 Elsewhere he 
referred to another record by Harrold 

at Whitewater Lake on May 2 or 3, 
1924, “and two later on in the month,” 

and to one by Harold Mossop at St. 
Boniface (Winnipeg) on September 10, 
195 1,4 > « 

The subsequent discovery of its 
nesting at Dog Lake in 1954 and 
195510 and of several additional 
nesting places from 1968 to 1970 in 
Lakes Winnipegosis and Manitoba and 

Pelican Lake2 14 14 establishes the 
California Gull as a nesting species in 
Manitoba,14 as predicted by Lawrence 
in 1924.4 However, apart from these 
breeding records and the above sight 
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records, few published records of 
California Gulls in Manitoba are 
available. Mossop saw one at Lockport 
on September 19, 1959, and later 
referred without details to having 
identified it “several times” in the 
province.” !( 

The new breeding records might 
tend to make Chapman’s old record 
somewhat more plausible, although 
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additional details would be needed to 
make it acceptable. In light of this am¬ 
biguity, it may be of interest to record 
that Chapman himself was apparently 
not prepared to vouch for the accuracy 
of his identification. A letter dated 
April 4, 1923, from Chapman to 
Lawrence is attached inside 
Lawrence’s copy of Chapman’s book, 
now housed in the library of the Delta 
Waterfowl Research Station. In the 
letter Chapman states, “I regret to say 
that I collected no specimens of the 
Gull which I found at Shoal Lake and 
cannot, therefore, confirm this iden¬ 
tification . . .” Therefore, this record 
should be considered as invalid. 
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