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f A general lack of information on the 
111 ceding biology of the Red-winged 
+ lackbird in the Northwest Territories 
y) is prompted me to publish obser- 
M itions made while engaged in water- 

wl research north of Great Slave 
1 ake during the summer of 1968. Ob- 
( rvations were made primarily in the 1; ibarctic taiga within a few miles of 

te Yellowknife Highway between 
ellowknife and Rae, N.W.T. Low, 
tunded outcrops of Precambrian 
)ck, muskeg bogs, and ponds of 
irious sizes are the dominant features 
the landscape in this area. Emergent 

:juatic cover is typically scarce, 
[owever, stands of cattail (Typlia 
itifolia), sedge (Carex spp.) and 
^rsetail (Equisetum palustre) occur in 
)me ponds. Sedge mats and 
'icaceous shrubs in varying stages of 

; jccession border the shoreline of 
lany wetlands. A more detailed 

t, escription of the vegetation of this 
cneral area is available elsewhere.5 (i 

reeding Chronology 
Recent records indicate that Red¬ 

ing males arrive in the Yellowknife- 
ae area in early May. Carbyn recor¬ 
ed the species on May 12, 1966,' and 
rauger (personal communication) 
ghted the first spring arrivals on May 

1967, and May 4, 1968. In 1968, 
lying was underway by June 11 when 
vo nests containing three and five 
gs and several partially constructed 

ests were found. H. W. Murdy (un- 
ublished notes) noted finding a nest 
ith 4 eggs on June 11, 1962, and a 
est with 3 eggs on June 8, 1965. Nests 
nder observation in 1968 hatched by 
arly July. An active nest still con¬ 
fining eggs was found on July 14 but 
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was later abandoned. Juveniles were 
sighted on several areas in July, and 
both males and females were observed 
feeding young. Departure of territorial 
males from ponds occurred gradually 
from mid-July into August; the last 
males were sighted on August 7. Small 
flocks of 1 to 10 migrating Redwings 
were observed flying southward from 
July 15 to August 22. 

Nesting Densities 
The Redwing is a common breeder 

in ponds along certain segments of 
the Yellowknife Highway between 
Yellowknife and Rae. In one 5-square- 
mile tract (1/2 mile wide by 10 miles 
long) from Mile 20 to Mile 30 of the 
Highway, territorial males were 
sighted on 24 of 96 ponds. Population 
densities ranged from 1-9 males on 20 
ponds, 10-24 males on three ponds and 
25+ males on one pond. Redwing 
density on this area appeared to ex¬ 
ceed that along other segments of the 
highway between Yellowknife and 
Rae. 

Nesting Ecology 
Nests usually are in scattered stands 

of emergent vegetation over open 
water but occasionally occur in stan¬ 
ding vegetation along the edge of the 
sedge mat (Fig. 1). Birds nesting in the 
sedge mat usually are in close 
proximity to others nesting over water. 
Territories are predominantly in cat¬ 
tail and sedge. However, a few males 
were observed defending territories 
within willow (Salix sp.) thickets stan¬ 
ding in water, and William L. 
McDonald (personal communication) 
noted finding nests in this area in 
willows growing over water. 

In addition to nesting in ponds, the 
species frequently is found in 
association with river systems in this 
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Red-winged Blackbird nesting area near the Yellowknife Highway, N.W.T. Although t 
photo was taken on July 14, 1968, new cattail growth was scarcely evident. Redwings 
nesting both in the old cattail growth along the edge of the sedge mat in the foreground 
in the more extensive cattail and sedge away from shore. 

region. Redwings were present in 
willow and cattail of marshes along the 
Stagg River, and Robert G. Bromley 
(personal communication) found birds 
nesting in cattail at the Stagg delta 
located on the North Arm of Great 
Slave Lake. 1 observed Redwings 
nesting in cattails near Rae at the point 
where the Dorey River empties into 
Marian Lake. McDonald (personal 
communication) observed the species 
nesting up the Marian River, along the 
Mackenzie River from Great Slave 
Lake to Fort Norman, and at the 
mouth of the Taltson River. Stewart 
noted that these birds were fairly 
common in cattail sloughs along the 
Little Buffalo and Sass rivers south of 
Great Slave Lake.4 Redwings are 
scarce north and northeast of 
Yellowknife in the forest-tundra eco- 
tone. The general lack of emergent 
aquatic vegetation in that area 
presumably is an important factor 
preventing the species from expanding 
its range northeastward. 

The Redwing typically has adapted 
to a wide variety of habitats. However, 

at the northern margin of its range 
the Northwest Territories, it was 
observed nesting away from water 
was restricted to ponds with stands 
emergent vegetation. Redwings n 
Great Slave Lake nest in habitat t 
appears very similar to that occupi 
by the Yellow-headed Blackbird 
more southern latitudes where t 
species are sympatric. Miller not 
that the Yellow-headed Blackbi 
nests only over standing water 
emergent vegetation includii 
willow.2 

Human Influences 
The impact of man on tf 

distribution of the Redwing on tl 
region in comparison to most oth'f 
parts of its range probably has bet 
small. However, some local changes 
distribution apparently have occurre 
Twelve wetland basins that wei 
drained in the late 1950’s during co 
struction of the Yellowknife Highwj 
had partially refilled by 1968. Stani 
of cattail had developed in eight 
these ponds, all of which he 
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rritorial males. Aerial photos taken 
lortly after highway construction in- 
cated that these ponds were nearly 
jvoid of cattail at that time. The 
edwing was breeding in this region 
ior to habitat alteration by man 

jcause Preble saw adults and collec- 
d an immature male at Fort Rae, a 
w miles from the present town of 
ae, in late July 1901.! 

While the species is attracted to cat- 
il stands of natural wetlands in this 
igion, no Redwings were seen 
;sociated with cattail stands in small 
an-made ponds. Of 203 borrow-pit 
3nds along the Yellowknife Highway 
lat were visited in 1968 and 1969, 46 
id cattail stands but no males were 
:cupying territories on these ponds, 
esting cover in cattail stands of 
3rrow-pit ponds appeared adequate, 
lggesting some other factor(s) were 
;sponsible for the absence of Red¬ 
ings there. Availability of food may 
ave been involved. This hypothesis is 

'j ased on the assumption that feeding is 
istricted primarily to aquatic sites, 
ield observations supported this 
elief. Borrow-pit ponds had fewer 
iraging sites and probably fewer 
otential foods since the water at these 
tes was largely devoid of submergent 
lants and bottoms were bare, 
oraging activity in natural ponds was 
ancentrated along the water line in 

emergent stands of cattail and sedge 
and on the upper surface of floating 
water lily (Nuphar variegatum) leaves 
following their emergence in July. 
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