
3UIRREL DAMAGE TO NEST BOXES 
A. WILDE, Box 1196, Hinton, Alberta 

’eople operating a line of nest box- 
for bluebirds, such as the Brandon 
lior Birders, have frequently noted 
j Squirrels taking over the boxes, 
some cases causing such minor 
nage as enlarging the entrance 
e. I have also seen a report of por- 
jines climbing fence posts and 
?wing up nest boxes that were 
tly built of plywood, probably 
:ause they were after the glue.1 
wever, no one seems to have 
orted Red Squirrels gnawing the 
wood to the extent of destroying 
box. 

think it is of interest, therefore, to 
ort that in the summer of 1976, 
J Squirrels destroyed 12 of 100 nest 
(es on the Hinton Bluebird Trail 
i photo). The front and the back 
Is of these boxes were made of 
wood and the rest of flakeboard. 
; flakeboard was not affected, but 
plywood was gnawed to the ex- 

t that the box was no longer 
ful. There were several other in- 
ices where the entrance hole was 
arged, but in those cases the box 
; still habitable. All the boxes 
naged were adjacent to Lodgepole 
e stands where Red Sauirrels were 
sent, but none of the boxes show- 
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ed any evidence of being occupied by 
sauirrels. I believe that the glue in the 
plywood must have attracted them, 
and I recommend that anyone con¬ 
sidering a nest box trail in forested 
lands should avoid areas of Red 
Squirrel habitation and the use of 
plywood in constructing nest boxes. 
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