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Letters 

CURIOUS BROWNIE 

The first indication that bears were 
living on or near our farm near Med- 
stead, Saskatchewan, was when we 
went for a walk and noticed logs that 
had been rolled over. We also began to 
see where ant hills had been scratched 
open, probably for a delicious meal. 
Then one day when I went out to pick 
blueberries, I discovered a large bear 
track in the center of a destroyed ant 
hill. 

One Sunday evening we were stand¬ 
ing out in the yard and, to our sur¬ 
prise, saw a large brown bear saun¬ 
tering across the road in plain view of 
the house. 

One evening in October, on glancing 
out of a window, we saw a brown bear 
lying in a small pile of spilled barley 
licking up big mouthfuls of the 
delicious grain. He was fat and sleek 
and seemed to be quite relaxed, lying 
there like a big dog. When all the grain 
was gone, he sat up on his haunches 
and looked around. Then he got up 
and wandered along the yard fence 
and down the road. Later in the 
evening we heard the screen door at 
the back slam, but decided it was the 
wind. 
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Next evening, just at sundown, the 
bear came moseying up the south trail. 
He licked up some stray grain in the 
front of the granary and then decided 
to make a thorough tour of inspection. 
He strolled across the front of the yard 
and down along the caragana hedge on 
the south side. Then he strolled over to 
a second granary and discovered a 
veritable bonanza: a red squirrel had 
gnawed a hole low down in the wall 
and a pile of grain had poured out. 
There old Brownie munched and mun¬ 
ched until he was full. Next morning 
we noticed what looked like muddy 
paw and nose marks on the screen of 
the back door. 

Each evening at sundown we would 
see him come toward the buildings 
from the south. We noticed, on 
examining his tracks, that he always 
placed his paws exactly in the same 
prints each time. They were pressed 
deep in the dry grass. 

Wash day arrived and I hung out the 
clothes, but spread the sheets on the 
grass for Tleaching. Toward evening 
we decided it would be wise to pick the 
sheets up off the grass in case Bruin 
should step on them. As we spread the 
sheets over the line, the bear was sit¬ 
ting up on his haunches by the granary 
watching us with ears pricked up and 
eyes gleaming with curiosity. 

About 2 a.m. I awoke suddenly and 
wondered what had wakened me. Then 
I heard the back screen door slam shut 
with a soft slap! I listened, every 
muscle tense. Again I heard the soft 
slap of the door and yet again. As 
quietly as possible, 1 crept out of bed 
and went to the window in the kitchen. 
I peered out and, although I could see 
plainly in the moonlight, no bear was 
to be seen. But my lovely clean wash! 
Clothes were scattered all around on 
the ground. Some that were still on the 
line were torn and others smudged 
with dirt.. 

We put on the yard light and went 
out to pick up the mess. One large flan¬ 
nelette sheet was balled up in a flower 
bed, muddied, with leaves and sticks 
clinging to it. 

Next morning on examining t! 
screen door, we found muddy no| 
marks and two small holes in til 
screen where his claws must have piel 
ced it. 

He came to the granary a coup 
more evenings after this but then v 
saw him no more. It was to early f< 
hibernation and we wondered wh 
had happened to our curious friend. 
Evelyn M. Casson, Medstead, Saskc 
chewan. 

A WHOOPING CRANE 
EXPEDITION 

Six pupils were needed for an el 
pedition with Lome Scott, who worr 
at the Natural History Museum. VI 
climbed into the van and headed soul 
of Regina. After a few dusty miles \| 
arrived at our destination. With tl 
aid of binoculars we spotted thel 
And then it happened — they changl 
positions. We thought . . . how lovej 
and rare they were. We moved fori 
second and better view. Our viewir 
from 1/2 mile distance continued unr 
sunset. As we arrived back in the c[ 
and departed for our homes J 
thought about how fortunate we wtf 
to see three of the 49 Whoopil 
Cranes in the wild. I 

Thank you, Lome Scott. — Ca\ 
Argent, Rhonda Senft, Murray Marl 
Randy Mustatia, Grant Seidlick, Jany 
Thompson, Glen Elm School. [ 

A DOG’S BEST FRIEND? L 

The time of the Big Blow, six weu 
ago, a young farmer of the Moosomi 
area, Alex Currie, went into his b< i 
that morning and the old dog got up ' 
greet him. Alex noticed someth j 
lying alongside of where the dog I 
been, thought it was the cat. Uri'I 
closer investigation it turned out toio 
a porcupine, of all things. Dog t'i 
porcupine palling up together! — E l 
Symons, Rocanville, Saskatchew . 
March 5, 1975. 
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