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The White-fronted goose is a com¬ 
mon autumn and spring migrant 
through southern Saskatchewan, 
especially in the Eston-Kindersley- 
Kerrobert and Quill Lakes-Last 
Mountain Lake districts. However, the 
migration routes followed by this 
species both from and toward their 
tundra breeding grounds, are still 
relatively unknown. This note is 
presented in the hope that it will 
clarify and document a spring and 
autumn route through northern 
Saskatchewan. 

During the wildlife investigations of 
the Churchill River Study some in¬ 
teresting observations of migrant 
White-fronted geese were made. Ap¬ 
proximately 160 birds were observed 
(G. Brewster and J. Poison) flying 
south along the Reindeer River on 12 
and 13 September 1973. Sixty-five of 
these birds stopped to rest and feed 
along the exposed beaches of the river 
some 3 miles south of the Whitesand 
Dam (56° 10' lat., 103° 10' long.). The 
following spring on 23 May, 1974, 
three flocks totalling about 450 birds 
were observed (G. Brewster and D. 
Hjertaas) flying north over Wintego 
Lake on the Churchill River (53° 35' 
lat., 102° 50' long.). 

Relatively few observations have 
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been made of White-fronted geese at 
these northern latitudes. Nero7 
presents no information on these birds 
in northeastern Saskatchewan, nor 
does Manning4 mention them in his or¬ 
nithological studies between Reindeer 
and Baker Lakes. North of Saskat¬ 
chewan, Mowat and Lawrie,; present 
several records of migrant and 
breeding White-fronted geese in the 
Angikuni and Beverly lakes area of the 
Northwest Territories, however they 
state “ . . . its apparent rarity as a 
migrant south through Keewatin” is 
notable. In fact they went on to suggest 
that these birds appeared to reach this 
breeding area from the west via an in¬ 
terior, Central flyway, as opposed to 
the Hudson Bay coastal route used by 
Snow geese. Harper2 mentions only 
one bird observed in southern 
Keewatin. This was collected near the 
mouth of the Windy River in June, 

1947. 

At present, banding returns suggest 
that there are two distinct segments to 
the Mid-Continent Population of 
White-fronted geese; an eastern orien¬ 
ted segment and a western one.5 This 
distributional information suggests 
that birds observed on the Churchill 
River Study were likely from the 
eastern segment which breeds in the 
Keewatin District, Victoria and King 
William Islands, and winters in 
Louisiana and eastern Texas. 
Evidence presented by Kuyt! indicates 
since the 1950’s this species has grown 
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in numbers and expanded its breeding 
range, especially along the Thelon 
River, N.W.T. 

Several observations have been 
made of migrant White-fronted geese 
in eastern Manitoba along the coast of 
the Hudson Bay.2 * 9 Some of these 

birds were observed with migrant 
Snow geese but none of the sightings 
were of large flocks. No previous 
documentation is available to show, 
that these eastern segment birds, which 
congregate in southern Manitoba and 
southeastern Saskatchewan, migrate 
inland through northeastern Saskat¬ 
chewan and northwestern Manitoba to 
any extent. Our observations suggest 
that at least a portion of the eastern 
segment White-fronted geese use an 
inland route on both spring and 
autumn migration. 

I would like to thank Alex Dzubin 
(Canadian Wildlife Service, 
Saskatoon) for providing valuable ad¬ 
vice in preparing this note. 

White-fronted geese. Last Mountain Lake. 
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