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Adventures in Birding has been writ- 
;n primarily for birders, whether they 
e young or old, neophyte or 
rofessional, but it is also a book for 
•mchair travellers who enjoy poking 
ito every nook and cranny of moun- 
lin and valley, desert and wetlands, 
rairie and forest, seaside and even the 
;a itself. Dr. Piatt and his wife, 
larybelle, both inveterate listers and 
embers of the 600 Club, have 
avelled all over America including 
laska and parts of Canada in search 
’ their beloved birds and enjoyment 
' nature as a whole. One’s interest is 
dd by this man’s deep feelings and 
eat thought. 

Dr. Piatt writes with touching ten- 
srness about all wildlife and his 
sscriptive passages are so vivid that 
le reader is drawn right into the pic- 
re to share the infinite beauty of 
any areas, the bleakness of some and 
most always utter peace. 

The author is a preservationist, 
:o 1 og i st and philosopher with 
emendous understanding of man’s 
ailties. He is blessed witlva most 
dightful sense of humour which per- 
ides the whole book except when 
an’s stupidity towards nature 
;comes apparent. “Extinction of a 
•ecies is a terrifying finality” is one 
bject upon which our author gives 
mt to his anger and disgust. His views 
e interesting and give food for 
ought to all of us. 

At times the reader begins to feel 
mewhat satiated with the almost in¬ 

cessant bird listing but our clever 
author has already anticipated this 
reaction and he suddenly lifts us into a 
different line of thought — a little 
philosophy, perhaps — a new area of 
travel — a humorous anecdote or an 
altogether different subject such as the 
section of the book on well known 
birder’s clubs, publications, etc. Dr. 
Piatt does not hesitate to make a 
derogatory remark when he feels cir¬ 
cumstances warrant it. 

One particularly amazing section of 
the book is a humorous dissertation on 
birders — we are all there! We can 
recognize our friends as easily as 
though the good Doctor knew each one 
personally — yes, I found myself there, 
too! 

Dr. Piatt is an anatomist by 
profession — a birder by obsession and 
an author whose work can be read and 
enjoyed by persons from every walk of 
life who have any awareness of the 
world of nature around us. 

The following few lines of poetry are 
a fitting conclusion to this review. A 
lover of all wild nature, John 
Masefield wrote: 

“And over them flew birds of every 
kind 

Whose way, or song, or speed, or 
beauty brings 

Delight and understanding to the 
mind.” 

— Pat O’Neil, 
1125 Elliott St., 
Saskatoon, Sask. 

* * * * 

Outside your kitchen window there 
may be a spider spinning his web. Lift 
up your child to see it, and tell him 
that this shining silk drawn out of the 
spider’s body has a greater tensile 
strength than steel. If he learns ad¬ 
miration instead of disgust for the tiny 
spinner, he will have learned one of 
the greatest lessons in nature — that 
all life is sacred. Donald Culross Peat- 
tie. 
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR 
NATURE ACTIVITIES AND SUMMER FUN 

by DIANE WEIR* 

ANGIER, Bradford. Skills for taming 
the wilds. 1967. A handbook of wood¬ 
craft wisdom for the camper, 
vacationer, hunter, fisherman, hiker 
and anyone who might like to live next 
to nature. 

796.5 A588s 

BARANET, N. N. Bicycling. 1973. A 
guide to bicycling for the amateur or 
professional cyclist including infor¬ 
mation on history, buying a bicycle 
and activities using a bike. 

796.6 B225 

BORLAND, H. G. Beyond your door¬ 
step. 1962. A handbook to the country 
for anyone who walks the woods and 
fields and wants to learn about the 
living things he has often looked at but 
never seen. 

500.9 B735 

BRAINERD, J. W. Nature study for 
conservation. 1971. A handbook for 
environmental education which 
stresses what an individual can find 
out about nature with little or no fancy 
equipment. 

500.1 B814 

BRANDWEIN, P. F. Invitations to in¬ 
vestigate. 1970. An introduction to 
scientific exploration through ex¬ 
periments with step-by-step instruc¬ 
tions, diagrams and photographs. 

Y 501 B821 

BROWN, Vinson. Knowing the out¬ 
doors in the dark. 1972. Numerous 
illustrations, maps and charts are an 
integral part of this excellent guide to 
nature’s night life in which Brown ex¬ 
plains how to heighten the perceptions 
of the senses and how to identify birds 
and animals by their silhouettes, ac¬ 
tivities and sounds. 

Y 574 B881 

CLARK, Gregory. Outdoors with 
Gregory Clark. 1971. A Canadian 
naturalist, story-teller and newspaper¬ 

*Saskatoon Public Library, 
23rd St. and 4th Ave., 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

man shares his observations, aneccjo 
and knowledge in this selection tak 
from “Packsack” columns written 
daily newspapers between 1948 
1962. 

574.971 C5J 

a 

COLBY, C. B. The art and science 
taking to the woods. 1970. E 
cyclopedia of woodslore and outdc 
living with all the shortcuts, ba 
skills and advanced techniques need 
to feel confident about outdoor livi 
and traveling. 

796.54 C6» 

CUTLER, K. N. From petals 
pinecones. 1969. A nature art and cr| 
book with instructions for making g 
and decorations using such natural c 
jects as pine cones, nuts, flowers, dr 
wood and stones. 

Y 745.5 C9 

ELMAN, Robert. Discover the o 
doors. 1969. Well illustrated guide 
the outdoors — camping, hikii 
fishing, hunting, discovering — 
North America filled with woodsh 
and practical tips. 

796.5 E 

Family Book of Hobbies. 19' 
Detailed in this volume are a vari 
of hobbies including numerous nati 
and outdoor ones which will appeal 
any age group. 

790.13 FI 

FRANKEL, L. B. Bike-ways. 19 
New and exciting things to do witl 
bike ranging from tours and trips 
organizing a bike rodeo or bike cli 

Y 796.6 F8 

ICKIS, Marguerite. Nature 
recreation. 1965. How to inject fun ii 
a recreation program by introduc 
nature through the activities of ca 
ping, handicraft, games, dramati 
music, the dance and aquatics. 

574.07 t 

MUSSELMAN, V. W. Learning ah 
nature through indoor gardening. 19 
To grow and care for 74 of the mfj 
familiar house plants and thus le;, 

124 Blue J; 



)out nature’s miracles is the subject 
this book for both children and 

lults. 
635.965 M9S9 

RINGLE, Laurence. Discovering the 
itdoors. 1969. A nature and science 
aide to investigating life in fields, 
>rests and ponds and suggesting scien- 
fic experiments and investigations 
tat can be conducted on each site. 

Y 574 P957 

3HEFFER, V. B. The seeing eye. 
)7\. Well illustrated book with 
dour photographs in which a 
ituralist shows you how to see the 
arvellous forms, textures and 
>lours of nature. 

Y 500.9 S317 

?HOENFELD, C. A. Cabins, conser- 
tion and fun. 1968. A complete guide 
leisure time living in the country 

ith the pleasures and pitfalls encoun- 
red in finding and developing a rural 
treat. 

333.76 S365 

^HOENFELD, C. A. Everybody’s 
ology. 1971. A field guide to 
easure and perception in the out-of- 
>ors. 

574.5 S365 

’HWARTZ, Alvin. How to fly a kite, 
tch a fish, grow a flower and other ac- 
ities for you and your child. 1965. A 
rents’ do-it-yourself guide to 
:reation, athletics and nature. 

790.0192 S399 

-OANE, E. A. The complete book of 
ycling. 1970. Comprehensive guide 
all aspects of bicycles and bicycling 
buying, history, maintenance, 

:ycle competitions, cycle camping 
d touring trips (another copy in 
Terence and at the Circulation 
isk). 

796.6 S634 

1ARIDGE, N. A. The teen-ager’s 
ide to collecting practically anything. 
72. Aimed especially at teen-agers, 
is book suggests the traditional 
1 lectibles as well as those from new 
^as such as ecology, the environment 
d American arts and crafts. 

Y 790.132 S636 

Letters 

ONE MAN'S MEAT. . . 

I agree with the views expressed by 
Robert Page concerning the rights of 
predators (Blue Jay, March 1974). In 
this connection I would like to draw 
attention to portions of two articles 
which have appeared in the Regina 
Leader-Post. The first (Jan. 19, 1973) 
was discussing the permits to be issued 
by the Saskatchewan Department of 
Natural Resources for hunting coyotes 
and foxes: 

“Snowmobile hunting by special per¬ 
mit requires hunters to chase down a 
coyote or fox until it is exhausted. 
Once the animal is exhausted or cor¬ 
nered, the hunter can dismount from 
his machine and kill it.” 

The second (Mar. 22, 1974) relates 
to a court case in Winnipeg: 

“Maximum fines and jail sentences 
have been imposed on two Manitoba 
men who used a snowmobile to run a 
fox into a state of exhaustion and 
then shot the animal”. 

How can two neighbouring provin¬ 
ces with similar governments have so 
vastly different predator policies that 
one promotes a practice which brings 
severe punishment in the other? — 
Nora M. Stewart, Craven, Sask. 

Coyote Fred Lahrman 
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