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The republication after 84 years of 
The Birds of Manitoba by Ernest E. 
Thompson, better known as Ernest 
Thompson Seton, is a landmark event. 
The decision to republish resulted 
largely from the enthusiasm and deter¬ 
mination of Mrs. Ardythe McMaster, 
chairman of the exhibits committee for 
the 1975 annual meeting of the 
American Ornithologists’ Union, held 
in Winnipeg. This Is a photo¬ 
lithographic reproduction of the 
separate volume published in June, 
1891. The reprint contains an in¬ 
formative one-page introduction by 
Robert W. Nero. 

It is most appropriate that this 
reprint appeared for the first A.O.U. 
meeting in Manitoba and the second in 
western Canada. Seton was one of the 
first 87 Associates elected at the foun¬ 
ding meeting of the A.O.U. in New 
York City on September 26, 1 883, and 
Seton attended the third annual 
meeting, also in New York, on Novem¬ 
ber 18, 1885. Seton was an important 
early contributor to The Auk. In its 
first volume (1884), he reported the 
first recorded nest of the Connecticut 
Warbler, found in a swamp south of 
Carberry, Manitoba. In Volume 2 
(1885), Seton contributed four ar¬ 
ticles. When a new class of member 

(now called Elective Member) was 
established in 1901, Seton was in the 
first group to be elevated to this rank. 
He maintained his A.O.U. membership 
continuously over 63 years, until his 
death in 1946. Seton collected notes 
from all known amateur naturalists of 
the time, including George F. Guern¬ 
sey of Fort Qu’Appelle (Saskat¬ 
chewan). Most of these observations 
would not have been published, much 
less preserved, had it not been for 
Seton. Seton also persuaded Professor 
John Macoun (Botanist for the 
Geological Survey of Canada) to 
provide him with his observations, 
“specially revised and corrected”, in 
much greater detail than Macoun was 
to use later in his own Catalogue of 
Canadian Birds, 1900-1909. Especially 
important are Macoun’s observations 
from the Etomami, Swan and 
Assiniboine Rivers within present-day 
Saskatchewan. 

In Volume 3 of The Auk in 1886, 
Seton published a 22-page annotated 
list of 257 species from Manitoba, with 
a 258th species added in a one-page 
supplement later that year. Thanks to 
Seton’s compilations, no other area on 
this continent has a more complete 
record of bird life as it changed in the 
first years of settlement. The detailed 
accounts of the rapid spread with set¬ 
tlement of the Greater Prairie Chicken 
(Pinnated Grouse), Mourning Dove 
and Eastern Bluebird are particularly 
valuable, as are the details of the first 
nests ever found of the Connecticut 
Warbler and Philadelphia Vireo, the 
latter near his homestead at Run- 
nymede, Saskatchewan. Interesting 
items abound, including the discovery 
of both species of Wood Pewee on the 
western slope of the Duck Mountains 
and the influx of Hawk Owls into the 
Carberry area in the fall of 1884. 

When J. A. Allen reviewed Birds of 
Manitoba in 1891, he noted that: 
“Many of [Seton’sl own notes are 
given as actual transcripts from his 
field journal, and have thus the 
freshness and inspiration of direct con¬ 
tact with nature.” This is very true; a 
few examples are Seton’s first-hand 
accounts of the Black Tern, American 
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Bittern, Common Snipe, Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, Swainson’s Hawk, Great Hor¬ 
ned Owl, Nighthawk, Eastern 
Kingbird, Meadowlark, Lapland 
Longspur and Clay-colored Sparrow. 

Seton seems to have made no errors 
in identification of specimens collec¬ 
ted, with the exception of the 
“Acadian Flycatcher”, which was 
probably a Traill’s Flycatcher. The 
reports of Barrow’s Goldeneye 
provided by Hunter and Hine are 
questionable. 

There is a real problem in trying to 
assess frequency of occurrence from 
the terms used — extremely abundant, 
abundant, common, tolerably common 
and rare. “Rare” or “very rare”, when 
used by Seton, usually meant a single 
record only. “Tolerably common”, 
sometimes interchanged with 
“somewhat common”, meant only one 
or two pairs, and must be interpreted 
in modern terminology as “uncom¬ 
mon”. Seton tended to use superlatives 
such as “extremely abundant” where 
other observers such as Macoun and 
Guernsey would use “abundant” and 
“abundant” where they would use 
“common. As a further complication, 
Seton changed his terms for a number 
of species between his 1886 and 1891 
lists. 

The reader must be warned about 
the very unsatisfactory punctuation of 
the original printing, reproduced exac¬ 
tly in the reprint. The first statement 
for most species is a general statement 
pertaining to the entire province of 
Manitoba; this obviously should have 
been followed by a period. Instead, for 
most species, except near the end of 
the publication, there follows a 
semicolon, and then the observations 
from Pembina of Dr. Elliott Coues. 
Thus at first glance the whole first sen¬ 
tence might be thought to represent 
Coues’ observations, a rather serious 
source of confusion for the casual 
reader. 

There are a disappointing number of 
typographical errors throughout the 
publication. In his autobiography. 
Trail of an Artist-Naturalist, Seton tells 
of his disappointment that the galley 
proofs were not sent to him in Paris, 

France, where he was studying art; 
“. . . the resultant publication, instead 
of being my joy and pride, came out 
overflowing with errors and misprints 
that have made it one of the dark spots 
in my memory ever since.” 

Many of the typographical errors 
were trivial spelling slips, but there are 
two misleading errors in dates in the 
Bibliography and a few undoubted 
errors in the dates for observations. 
Macoun’s Great Blue Heron was shot 
on the Swan River on 28 August, not 
28 April of 1 881 and Macoun’s Avocet 
from the “base of the Coteau” (south 
of Moose Jaw) is variously given as 25 
and 28 July in Seton’s two lists. 

In one respect, it is perhaps a pity 
that the republication had to be rushed 
for the A.O.U. meeting. It would have 
been nice to include an extra page or 
two listing Seton’s Carberry migration 
dates given only in his first paper. 
Even more useful would have been his 
1 893 paper in Volume 10 of The Auk, 
telling of the changes in bird life noted 
when he returned to Carberry in 1 892. 

Republication of Seton’s classic will 
allow everyone access to Manitoba’s 
rich heritage of early bird records. 

Since birds are accurate indicators 
of environmental change, we can hope 
that better understanding of the past 
will assist better preservation of our 
dwindling habitat in future. At this low 
price, no one can afford to be without 
a copy of this important book. — C. 
Stuart Houston, 863 University Drive, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. S7N 0J8. 
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NEW NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS 1974-75 
by SHEILA PURSE* 

(Call letters are for the Saskatoon Public Library) 

ALLEN, Thomas B. Vanishing wildlife of 
North America. 1974. 207 p. A provocative 
text enhanced by superb photographs, 
many of them as rare as the dwindling 
wildlife they portray. 

591.042 A431 

BANFIELD, A. W. F. The mammals of 
Canada. 1974. 438 p. A richly illustrated 
work providing an authoritative account of 
Canada’s mammals. (Another copy in 
reference) 

599.0971 B215 
BARKER, Harriett. The one-burner gour¬ 
met. 1975. 288 p. A guide for preparing 
outdoor meals for campers, hikers or 
canoeists. 

641.578 B255 
BAUER, Erwin A. Hunting with a camera; a 
world guide to wildlife photography. 1974. 
324 p. A combination of Bauer’s incom¬ 
parable photographs and practical infor¬ 
mation intended to help you take good 
wildlife photos yourself. 

778.932 B344 

CALLAHAN, Philip S. The magnificent 
birds of prey. 1974. 190 p. The lives of 
falcons, eagles, owls and other birds of prey 
with special emphasis on their flight, means 
of communication, social behaviour and 
territories. 

Y598.91 Cl 56 

CARAS, Roger A. The venomous animals. 
1974. 64 p. A noted naturalist explores the 
little-known world of self-preservation of 
plants and animals from the tarantula to 
poison ivy. 

Y591.69 C261 

DALTON, Stephen. Borne on the wind. 
1975. 159 p. Magnificent photographs of 
insects in flight accompanied by descriptive 
essays. 

595.7018 D152. 

DARY, David A. The buffalo book. 1974. 
374 p. An extensive treatment including its 
origins, habits, significance, near demise, 
salvation, and folklore. 

599.7358 D228 

DAVIS, Bette J. The world of mosses. 1975. 
64 p. A study of the life cycle, growth pat¬ 
terns, varieties and importance of mosses. 

Y558.2 D261 

* Saskatoon Public Library, 
3 1 1 - 23rd Street East, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
S7K 0J6 

DILLARD, Annie. Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. 
1974. 271 p. Anecdotes and bizarre bits of 
information highlight one year of ex¬ 
ploration of nature in the author’s own 
neighbourhood. 

500.97559 D578 
EAST, Ben. The last eagle; the story of Khan. 
1974. 144 p. The story of the birth, flight, 
migration, mating, and finally death of the 
Bald Eagle. 

598.91 El 3 
FEGELY, Thomas D. The world of the 
woodlot. 1975. 126 p. The small patches of 
woodland that have survived the destruc¬ 
tion of our vast forests continue to provide 
an important haven for many plants and 
animals. 

Y574.5264 F295 
FOGDEN, Michael. Animals and their 
colours: camouflage, warning colouration, 
courtship and territorial display, mimicry. 
1974. 172 p. A beautiful book explaining 
the nature of animal colour and the various 
ways animals use colour. 

591.57 F655 
FRISCH, Karl von. Animal architecture. 
1974. 306 p. The marvels of instinct and in¬ 
ventiveness among insects, birds and mam¬ 
mals are revealed in their creative building 
activity. 

591.56 F917 

MILNE, Lorus J. Because of a flower. 1975. 
152 p. Discusses various plants that 
provide centers for small communities of 
animal life attracted by their flowers, fruits 
and seeds. 

Y583 M659 
ROOTS, Clive. Animals of the dark. 1974. 
199 p. The special habits and adaptations 
which enable certain animals to cope in 
darkness. 

591.5 R783 
RYDEN, Hope. God’s dog. 1975. 288 p. A 
firsthand account of the author’s adven-, 
tures studying and photographing thej 
elusive coyote. 

599.74442 R992| 
STEWART, Darryl. Canadian endangered! 
species. 1974. 174 p. The eighty-three 
species and subspecies of mammals, birds, 
reptiles and amphibians of Canada that arej 
rare and endangered. 

591.042 S849J 
STOUT, James H. Backpacking with small\ 
children. 1975. 223 p. The pleasures and 
problems of camping with children, with! 
special attention to children’s clothing and 
equipment. 

796.51 S889 
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