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On 30 June, 1975, Linda J. Strong I and I collected a well-preserved right 
mandible of a prairie dog (Provincial I Museum of Alberta registration num¬ 
ber P75.7.1) from the Hand Hills For¬ 
mation south of Delia, Alberta. The 
jaw contains the lower cheek-teeth (P4 

to M.i: Length of cheek-tooth series 
14.1 mm), and was discovered in 
bulldozed material of a gravel pit 

I (Lsd. 16 Sec. 16 T30 R17 W4). 

The specimen is not distinguishable 
from the living black-tailed prairie 

I dog (Cynomys ludovicianus), as in- 
I dicated by comparison with modern 
J specimens in the University of Alberta I and Provincial Museum of Alberta. 

Cynomys ludovicianus was not 
present in the previously reported 
Pleistocene fauna from the same 
locality.3 4 The fossil record of C. 
ludovicianus spans Kansan to Recent 
time,1 the addition of this species does 
not allow more precise assignment of 
age to the Hand Hills Pleistocene 
fauna, which was estimated to be Ir- 
vingtonian (late Kansan) or younger.3 4 

The Hand Hills lie about 225 mi. 
(410 km) northwest of the nearest 
modern occurrence of black-tailed 
prairie dogs, near Val Marie, Saskat¬ 
chewan. As noted by Stalker and 
Churcher for two faunas near 
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Medicine Hat, the presence of 
Cynomys indicates that the Pleistocene 
fauna of the Hand Hills may have 
lived in a climate somewhat warmer 
and drier than prevails there today.2 

Black-tailed Prairie Dog. G. W. Seib 
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