
year to year is indicated by the Saskat¬ 
chewan records as reported in The 
Blue Jay. Since 1942, a Saskatchewan 
sighting has been recorded in less than 
half the years to the present. Sightings 
in Manitoba would therefore be rarer, 
due to its position east of the breeding 
range, and irregular, as they have been 
in Saskatchewan. However, it is appar¬ 
ent that the species can be expected, 
at least in some years, to migrate 
through Manitoba, and a familiarity 
with the species characteristics would 
prepare the Manitoba birdwatcher to 
recognize this colourful species. 
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WESTERN GREBE FATALLY ENTANGLED IN 
FISHING LINE 

by Robert W. Nero, Department of Mines, Resources and Environmental 
Management, Box 19, 139 Tuxedo Blvd., Winnipeg R3C 0V8 

Birds are affected by a host of 
natural and unnatural or man-made 
mortality factors. More than two mil¬ 
lion observations of non-hunting mor¬ 
tality in waterfowl, for example, were 
recorded in the following categories: 
“pollution, collisions, predation, disease, 
weather, and miscellaneous” (Corn- 
well, 1968). 

Some unusual accidents have be¬ 
fallen Western Grebes in the Prairie 
Provinces: large-scale deaths due to 
a sudden freeze-up were noted in Al¬ 
berta (Nero, 1960) ; “wetting”, a 
break-down in the waterproofing sys¬ 
tem of plumage, and even entangle¬ 
ment in a rubber prophylactic ring 
(with probable eventual death) occur¬ 
red at a sewage lagoon in Saskatche¬ 
wan (Nero, 1968) ; and large numbers 
were drowned in gill-nets set for fish 
in Manitoba (Bartonek, 1965). 

The hazard to birds of fishermen’s 
lures and even the possibility of birds 
becoming entangled in fishermen’s 
lines while the latter are fishing has 
been noted (Campbell, 1967). A recent 
observation involving a Western Grebe 
indicates the additional hazard of dis¬ 
carded lengths of fishing line. 

On September 23, 1971, a dead adult 
Western Grebe was found floating up¬ 
side down in shallow water adjacent 
to an earth-fill dam across a narrow 
inlet at the Last Mountain Lake Wild¬ 
life Area, Saskatchewan. As the photo¬ 
graph shows, the bird was trapped in 
several feet of monofilament nylon 
fishing line wrapped around its neck 
and one foot. The line was tightly 
drawn in two or three loops around the 
neck, presumably causing death by 
strangulation or drowning. The grebe 
may have become entangled in an 
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From color transparency by Gerald W. Malaher 

Western Grebe fatally entangled in fishing line. 

intact fishing line which was then cut 
loose by a fisherman. It seems more 
likely, however, that the bird had en¬ 
countered a length of discarded and 
possibly tangled line. 

The bay in which the grebe was 
found led to the open lake where 
numerous Western Grebes could be 
heard calling. A few grebes were seen 
diving for food close to the dam, which 
had recently been constructed to man¬ 
age water levels for the benefit of 
waterfowl. Fishermen reportedly were 
quick to take advantage of an access 
roadway across the dam and enjoyed 
good fishing from this vantage point. 

A similar situation exists in Hecla 
Island Provincial Park in Manitoba. 
A recently constructed causeway be¬ 
tween the mainland and Hecla Island 
on Lake Winnipeg crosses a marsh 
where Western Grebes have been abun¬ 
dant. The causeway provides a new 
opportunity for bird watchers as well 
as for fishermen. One can only urge 
fishermen to use some caution in fish¬ 
ing in areas where grebes are feeding, 
but perhaps it should be forbidden to 
throw discarded line into the water. 
The durability of fishing line and the 
tendency of monofilament line espec¬ 

ially to form loops make it a potential 
hazard to waterbirds. Although this is 
probably only a slight danger, disposal 
of discarded fishing line in lakes and 
streams is littering and as such should 
be discouraged. 

Environmental pollutants, especially 
biocides, are undoubtedly more signifi¬ 
cant hazards for grebes and other fish¬ 
eating birds. High levels of DDE have 
recently been found in eggs collected 
from Western Grebe colonies in the 
Prairie Provinces (Vermeer and Rey¬ 
nolds, 1970), though possible effects on 
reproduction are not yet known. 

Thanks are due Gordon H. Staines 
for assistance in retrieving the grebe 
and Gerald W. Malaher for the use of 
his photograph. 
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