
I looked behind to my right and got a 
rear view of the bird just before it 
disappeared—there was no trace of 
white. 

The Pinnated Grouse is so rare that 
I am not claiming a positive sighting 
after so brief an acquaintance. This 
incident reminded me of another pos¬ 
sible “rare bird” glimpse described by 
Michael Sharland in “A Territory of 
Birds” (1964, London and Adelaide). 
The author was attempting to prove 
the existence of the near-extinct Night 
Parrot of Central Australia and had 
staked out a watering tank where it, 
along with the only other nocturnal 
drinking parrot, Bourke Parrot, might 
appear. He describes his brief exper¬ 
ience: “So after closely examining the 
birds on the tank I swung the beam of 
the torch to the trough, expecting to 
see nothing but Bourke Parrots. But 
before I was able to adjust my vision 
to the greater distance I saw a dif¬ 
ferent bird suddenly fly from a fence 
alongside the trough. There was a 
flick of wings, and it was lost in the 
darkness. But, weak as the light was, 
in that fleeting moment it had seemed 
to me to be larger and greener than 
the Bourke Parrots that were with it. 
It was a single bird only, more robust 
and green than the Bourkes, and ob¬ 
viously a parrot. It could be nothing, 
I felt sure, but a Night Parrot . . . . ” 

Of such flimsy stuff is the fun of 
birding made. 

For my bird there are only three 
possibilities. The dark body colour I 
saw could have been caused by the 
poor quality of the daylight—a Sharp- 
tail would have appeared dark. The 
short tail may have been the result of 
a Sharp-tail’s losing the long tail 
feathers, or it could betoken a Ruffed 
Grouse which would account for the 
lack of posterior white. The peaked 
head is a feature common to all three 
grouse, but I must say that of all the 
hundreds of Sharp-tails I have seen in 
similar circumstances their head tups 
have invariably presented a smooth, 
rounded contour. In some pictures I 
have seen of the Pinnated Grouse the 
anterior end of the comb is shown as 
a peak; in other pictures head feathers 
form a peak as they do in both the 
Sharp-tailed and Ruffed Grouse. 

I cannot explain away the three-inch 
appendages which I saw so plainly 
when the bird flew across my path. 
They could only be the pinnae from 
which the grouse derives its name. I 
have never seen a Sharp-tailed or a 
Ruffed Grouse flying which exhibited 
all the features which led me to be¬ 
lieve the bird I saw was a Pinnated 
Grouse—short tail, peaked head, neck 
appendages, dark tail region, dark 
body colour. 

The area is accessible. Perhaps other 
birders will keep an eye peeled for this 
elusive species. 

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE AND BLACK-HEADED 
GROSBEAK AT WEYBURN 
by Robert Kreba, 144 Milne St., Regina 

On September 7, 1970, I had the 
good fortune to see both a Townsend’s 
Solitaire and a Black-headed Grosbeak 
at the Saskatchewan Hospital grounds, 
Weyburn. It was fairly warm when 
Garry Holtz of Weyburn and I set out 
at about 6:40 a.m. The sky was 
slightly overcast, resulting in subdued 
lighting with no harsh shadows, 
making for ideal viewing conditions. 

The WTeyburn area had been invaded 
by a large influx of Rose-breasted 

Grosbeaks, which had first appeared 
about August 25. On August 27, 28, 
and 31, I had tentatively identified 
some females as Black-headed Gros¬ 
beaks, but I was not certain because 
of poor viewing conditions and their 
close resemblance to female Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks. Alerted to the pos¬ 
sibility of their presence in the area, 
I was especially eager to find a male 
Black-headed Grosbeak. 

At about 7:15 a.m., Garry Holtz and 
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I heard the sharp “peek” call charac¬ 
teristic of both grosbeak species. The 
bird was calling from a small copse of 
trees 25-30 feet in height, which we 
both entered in order to find and iden¬ 
tify the caller. I saw the bird perched 
at the top of one of the trees, and 
identified it as a male Black-headed 
Grosbeak. The head was black, with a 
yellowish-brown eyeline reaching to 
slightly above the eye. The chest, belly, 
and nape were the same orange-brown 
colour as the eyeline. The wings and 
tail were black, with conspicuous white 
markings. I called to Mr. Holtz, so 
that he could see the bird also, but as 
I did, the bird took alarm and flew 
off. We saw no other grosbeaks of 
either species that day. 

The Black-headed Grosbeak breeds 
mainly in southern British Columbia, 
and occasionally in the Cypress Hills 
area of Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
According to Godfrey (The birds of 
Canada, Natl. Mus. Can. Bull. 203, 
1966), it often ranges far to the east 
of its breeding range in fall, and has 

occurred in Saskatchewan at Regina, 
Estevan, Lake Johnston, and near 
Armley. In Manitoba, it has strayed 
to Treesbank and Delta. 

Only a few hundred yards and 10 
minutes later, we came upon a Town¬ 
send’s Solitaire perched in a small bare 
tree about five feet from the ground. 
This bird was exceedingly tame, and 
allowed us to examine it at close 
range from several angles. It matched 
the illusiration on page 231 of Birds of 
North America (Robbins, et al, 1966) 
perfectly, its prominent white eye 
ring, greyish-brown underparts, and 
slightly notched tail separating it from 
the Mockingbird. We observed the Soli¬ 
taire for about five minutes, at the end 
of which time it flew to the top of a 
taller tree about 20 yards away. When 
we left, it was still perched in this 
tree. 

The occurrence of Townsend’s Soli¬ 
taire in Saskatchewan has been sum¬ 
marized by Sealy (Blue Jay, 29:184- 
196, 1971). 

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE NESTING IN CYPRESS 
HILLS, ALBERTA 

by Edgar T. Jones, 6115-141st St., Edmonton 

EDITOR’S NOTE: According to Salt and Wilk 
(The birds of Alberta, Second Ed., 1966) 
Townsend’s Solitaire has not been recorded 
nesting outside of the mountains and foothills 
of southwestern Alberta. Thus, the present 
observation is a first record for Cypress Hills as 
well as for the region outside of the foothills. 
Sealy recently reviewed all records of this 
species in Saskatchewan (Blue Jay, 29:188- 
190), December 1971). 

During August 1971, Rod Burns, my 
son Gary and I spent several days in 
the Cypress Hills Provincial Park, 
near Elkwater, Alberta. On August 
2nd we discovered what appears to be 
the first nest of this species for the 
region. The nest, which was a bulky 
affair of dried weeds and grasses, con¬ 
tained four young approximately two- 
thirds grown. Both adults were in 
attendance and both were filmed at and 
near the nest. The nest was about 
eight feet above the bottom of a 50 

foot conglomerate cliff, the base of 
which had slid away in past years The 
nest was in a small, natural hollow 
about 10 inches in depth on the face 
of the cliff. A second nest found within 
50 feet of the first seemed to have been 
built the same year. It was in an excel¬ 
lent state of repair and although empty 
there was no visible sign of predation. 

We were impressed with the wide 
variety of birds and flowers in the 
vicinity, many of which one normally 
associates with the mountain regions. 
Red Crossbills were common, and Pine 
Siskins, Myrtle Warblers, Red-breasted 
Nuthatches, Goshawks, and Swainson’s 
Hawks were also observed. On previous 
visits to the area, Audubon’s Warbler, 
MacGillivray’s Warbler and Yellow- 
throats were observed. 
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