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BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD PARASITIZES 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE 

by Robert W. Nero, 546 

According to Herbert Friedmann, 
who has recently published a compre¬ 
hensive summary of records of para¬ 
sitism in cowhirds, there are only 13 
known cases of parasitism of the Bal¬ 
timore Oriole; in his words, this species 
is “parasitized very infrequently” 
(Host relations of the parasitic cow- 
birds. U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 233:132- 
133). The present observation is appar¬ 
ently the first case for Manitoba, as 
well as my second record for this 
species (Passenger Pigeon, 11:132, 
1949). 

Several orioles were kept coming to 
a feeder in our yard in May, 1970, 
attracted by almost daily provision of 
sections of fresh oranges. Late in the 
month a pair began building a nest on 
to a small portion of woven nest 
material where orioles had started to 
build in the previous year. The nest 
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which they completed was 11 feet 
above the ground and fastened to the 
ends of branches in an aspen poplar. 
It was of typical shape and was con¬ 
structed almost entirely of the usual 
silvery-gray, fine, natural plant fibres. 

Sometime in June it became ap¬ 
parent that the nest had been deserted. 
When examined on July 4, two entire 
Brown - headed Cowbird eggs com¬ 
prised the sole contents. Neither egg 
showed signs of development. Evi¬ 
dently, the nest had been parasitized 
prior to egg-laying by the oriole, and 
possibly this was the cause of nest 
desertion. Although cowbirds were 
seen on many days in our yard, none 
had been seen near the nest. Orioles 
had been seen at or near the nest site 
for much of the observation period 
and were still in the neighborhood in 
July. 
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