
Co-op Farm. This compares with 
Roy’s previous high count of 270 
birds. 

CINNAMON TEAL (Anas cyanop- 
ll ter a). A male was observed at a small 

dam approximately 1.5 miles north of 
the field station on May 29, 1967. Roy 
gives one record. 

ill RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo 
•- jamaicensis). Recorded as a rare 

migrant in 1967 and 1968. Roy re- 
® ported it an uncommon migrant and 
m summer resident, most regular in the 
7 South Saskatchewan River Valley and 
j adjacent coulees. Rising waters, which 
ip flooded many of the large trees in the 
ft river valley, have probably been re- 
'f sponsible for the apparent decline in 
I population. 
| RED-EYED VIREO (Vireo oliva- 
lp ceous). Not recorded in 1967- 1968. 

Reported by Roy as an “uncommon 
t transient . . . likely breeds in the 
f South Saskatchewan River valley ...” 
I WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gil- 
p vus). Not recorded in 1967-1968. Re¬ 

ported by Roy as a “fairly common 
summer resident.” This and the above 

i 

species are the most striking examples 
of status change effected by the flood¬ 
ing of the valley. 

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 
(Icteria virens). We recorded one in¬ 
dividual on July 28, 1967. Roy notes 
that a Saskatchewan Museum of Nat¬ 
ural History party found them fairly 
common in the valley from Demaine 
westward in June of 1961. 

BULLOCK’S ORIOLE (Icterus 
bullockii). Three were sighted imme¬ 
diately south of the field station on 
May 27, 1967. Considered a “sporadic 
summer visitant” by Roy. 
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{ NESTING RECORDS OF THE YELLOW RAIL 
IN SASKATCHEWAN 

by C. Stuart Houston, Saskatoon 

[fl The only unequivocal published 
B record of a Yellow Rail nest in Saskat- 

chewan is that of Edward Arnold, an 
eulogist who found a nest with four 
eggs at the west end of Pasqua Lake 
west of Fort Qu’Appelle on May 31, 
1895 (Arnold, 1896). In 1924, R. D. 
Symons found a nest recently tram¬ 
pled by cattle, believed to be of this 
species, in the Arm River Valley east 
of Davidson (Symons, 1956). The fol¬ 
lowing records for the Yorkton area 
seem entirely plausible and therefore 
worth recording. 

In the early 1930’s, the late Charles 
H. Maddaford ran over two nests 
while mowing hay, on the NW quarter 
of section 16, township 23, range 3, 
west of the second meridian — nine 
miles west and three miles south of 
Saltcoats, Saskatchewan. Both nests 
were in long grass on damp ground 

at the edge of water and each con¬ 
tained six or eight eggs. A small 
yellowish rail flushed off each nest, 
and he was certain they were not 
Soras, a familiar species whose nests 
he found nearly every year. The eggs 
were also different from those of the 
Sora; in telling me of this more than 
20 years later, he thought they were 
lighter in color. He was certain of his 
identification of both the birds and 
their eggs because he had checked 
them carefully at the time in his bird 
book. 

Mr. Maddaford showed me the book 
from which his identification had been 
made, but unfortunately much use 
had worn the letters from its cover 
and the title page had fallen out. 
There was no other identification any¬ 
where in the book! He gave me the 
book, which I sent to a dealer in second- 
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hand nature books but he could not 
identify it. This winter I resumed my 
quest and sent clues (such as the 
number of pages and plates, the 
author’s residence near Fresh Pond 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and 
familiarity with eastern Canadian 
records) to Kathleen Anderson in 
Middleborough, Massachusetts. She 
obtained the answer fom Joseph A. 
Hagar, retired state ornithologist for 

Massachusetts. He identified the book 
as: A popular handbook of the birds 
of the United States and Canada by 
Thomas Nuttall, new revised and 
annotated edition by Montague Cham¬ 
berlain, Little Brown & Co., Boston, 
1905. 

Knowing Mr. Maddaford’s reliabil¬ 

ity and his familiarity with the Sora, 
and his use of the Nuttall-Chamber- 
lain book (pages 189 and 194 of part 
2), I have little doubt that his identi¬ 
fication was correct. 

The late Frank Baines also told me 

that about 1900 he had found a single 
nest of the Yellow Rail near Crescent 
Marsh. This would be only about three 
miles northwest of the location of the 
two nests found years later by Mad- 
daford. Baines was also very familiar 
with the Sora and its nests. Unfor¬ 
tunately he had no written record of 
this, and when he told me of it he was 
relying on his memory of 50 years 
before. 

The Yellow Rail is a small secre¬ 
tive bird that skulks in marshy areas. 

It is rarely glimpsed and even more 
rarely can it be flushed to show its 
distinctive white wing patches. It is 

best recognized by its sound — like 
two stones being tapped together. 

Symons (1956) has given us the best 

account of the species in Saskatche¬ 
wan, and a detailed account of Manley 

Callin’s experiences in the Qu’Appelle 
Valley area will appear in his forth¬ 
coming publication Birds of the 

QuyAppelle Valley. It has been re¬ 

corded as far north as Prince Albert 
(Furniss, in Houston & Street, 1959), 

Emma Lake (Mowat, 1947) and in a 
grass muskeg near the north end of 

Montreal Lake, June 30,1948 (Mowat, 

unpublished mss.). 

The first Saskatchewan specimen 
was caught by E. E. Boynton by 
placing a hat over it in late August 
1929, on the hay flats near Sagathun 
post office, 16 miles north of Maple 
Creek. The feathers were identified 
by P. A. Taverner (Godfrey, 1950). 

The next specimen was taken by Mrs. 
T. Willers of Viceroy, on May 31, 
1930, but no details are given (Potter, 
1943). The next was collected on June 
14, 1932 in a marsh at the north end 
of Last Mountain Lake; Albert C. 
Lloyd, with the Carnegie Museum 

party, finally captured it alive by fall¬ 
ing on it from above (Todd, 1947) ! 
The first specimen in the Saskatche¬ 
wan Museum of Natural History was 

collected by R. D. Symons, three miles 
east of Battleford in 1934. Symons 

reported that at least three pairs were 
evidently nesting on the fiats but that 
year and the following year all efforts, 
including dragging ropes through the 

marshes, failed to locate a nest 
(Bradshaw, 1935 and Symons, 1956). 

Ronald and Donald Hooper collected 
two specimens at the junction of the 
Bowman and Shand Creeks, north of 
Somme, on June 10, 1954 and sent one 
specimen to the S.M.N.H. (Hooper, 

1959). 
Additional specimens are reported 

by Belcher (1962) and Anweiler 

(1964). 
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