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SASKATOON WETLANDS SEMI¬ 
NAR. 1969. Canadian Wildlife Service 
report series No. 6. Queen’s Printer, 
Ottawa. $5.25. 

This publication is a collection of 
scientific papers presented in February 
1967 at a seminar on small water 
areas in the prairie pothole region, 
held to mark the opening of the 
Prairie Migratory Bird Research Cen¬ 
tre in Saskatoon. It contains a fund 
of information on the values of the 
wetlands and the problems associated 
with their preservation, the charac¬ 
teristics of these areas and of water- 
fowl populations, and the methods of 
obtaining data on waterfowl. The need 
for further research, from a stand¬ 
point of the total environment, with 
the aim of seeking a balance for 
waterfowl, grain production, and 
recreation, is outlined. 

The ten million natural depressions 
in the Canadian prairies are essential 
for the maintenance of a North 
American population of 60 - 100 mil¬ 
lion breeding ducks ■— the goal of the 
International Migratory Bird Commit¬ 
tee. But because of a conflict of 
interests, the policies of various gov¬ 
ernment agencies may support or act 
in opposition to this aim. For example, 
farmers striving for greater economic 
returns from their land have been 
draining potholes for agricultural use, 
with government financial assistance. 
On the other hand, government funds 
for building water storage areas are 
available to farmers who agree to 
refrain from draining wetlands, and 
for long-term lease of large marshes 
for wildlife and recreation. In spite 
of the recognition of the need for 
economic efficiency, the consensus of 
the participants at the seminar was 
that as much as possible of the wet¬ 
lands should be preserved. The reasons 
included prevention of unstable ecolog¬ 
ical conditions, maintenance of a 
diversified, pleasing environment, and 
provision for an expected increase in 
recreational pursuits (natural history 

observing, camping, photography,, 
etc.) Studies of small water areas, 
have been mainly for the purpose of 
providing a marketable surplus of 
waterfowl, but the hunter is not the 
only one to benefit. 

The book illustrates the work beingr 
done by government agencies, univer¬ 
sities, and organizations such as 
Ducks Unlimited to understand the 
dynamics of waterfowl populations. 
Factors affecting water levels in. 
sloughs, types of vegetation charac¬ 
teristic of sloughs of different degrees 
of permanency, and the characteristics 
of those potholes which are most 
attractive to ducks, have been investi¬ 
gated. In order to predict a fall flight 
size, measures of breeding success are 
more valuable than spring census 
figures, and emphasis is being placed 
on the study of specific aspects of 
waterfowl ecology such as the effect 
of crowding on productivity, and what 
size and quality of water area a par¬ 
ticular species of duck requires to pro¬ 
duce the maximum number of young. 

Unfortunately, this interesting in¬ 
formation is presented in terms 
which are perhaps too scientific for 
the general public, and there is con¬ 
siderable repetition throughout the 
book which makes it unsuitable as a 
reference. Also, because so much simi¬ 
lar research data are given, the read¬ 
ing becames, in places, rather tedious. 
The book should prove useful, how¬ 
ever, for biologists and hydrologists 
working in the field of waterfowl con¬ 
servation, and interesting to anyone 
concerned about the future fate of our 
duck population. It would seem even 
more valuable if the information, 
gleaned from the knowledge and ex¬ 
perience of the seminar participants, 
could be published in the form of a 
manual on small water areas. It might 
serve to encourage the study and 
enjoyment of the wetland habitat by 
the general public, and enlist their 
support now in preserving our natural 
water areas.—Nora Stewart, Regina. 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM THE BLUE 
JAY BOOKSHOP 

Note: Send orders to Blue Jay Book¬ 
shop, Box 1121, Regina, Sask. 
Saskatchewan residents please 
add 5% tax. 

All prices subject to change 
without notice. 

HASTI-NOTES, CALENDARS, 
CHRISTMAS NOTES 

S.N.H.S. hasti-notes: Boreal Chicka¬ 
dee; Society Emblem. $1.00 per 
dozen, envelopes included. 

Floral (centennial) hasti-notes 6"x41". 
Available in mixed designs (one 
each from 10 provinces and two ter¬ 
ritories — floral emblem and typical 
scene) or single design (available 
for each province, e.g., Saskatche¬ 
wan—Red Lily) $1.00 per dozen, en¬ 
velopes, in plastic folder. Also avail¬ 
able as notepaper or Christmas 
cards (same packing, same prices). 

S.N.H.S. Christmas Cards with en¬ 
velopes: Downy Woodpecker, Bohe¬ 
mian Waxwing, Hawthorn Berries 
on Snow. $1.00 dozen. 

Calendars: 
“The Western Producer”, “Pride of 
the West”, “Canada West”, “Beauti¬ 
ful Canada”—all calendars have 12 
fine colour photographs, one for 
each month. $1.00 each. 

BIRD BOOKS 

THE WATCHER AT THE NEST by 
Margaret M. Nice. A charming account 
of research carried out in the highest 
traditions of science — the story of 
two Song Sparrows observed during 8 
years intensive study. $1.80 

HOURS AND THE BIRDS by Robert 
D. Symons. Here is an unusual book 
by an unusual man — rancher, home¬ 
steader, conservationist, teacher, 
naturalist, artist (not to mention 
veteran of World War I!) This book 
reveals his intimate knowledge of 
birds—habits, movements, personali¬ 
ties and beauty, and records many 
interesting and exciting experiences. 
$12.50 

BIRDS OF THE NORTHERN 
FOREST and BIRDS OF THE EAST¬ 
ERN FOREST VOL. 1—both by John 
Livingston (text) and J. F. Lansdowne 
(illustrations). Sparkling informative 
text and superb full-colour paintings. 
Each, $20.00 

THE LIFE OF BIRDS by J. C. Welty. 
The best general reference book on 
birds to appear in America. There is 
no better book to introduce the subject 
to the nonspecialist reader and to give 
him the pleasure of partaking of the 
latest knowledge about these wonder¬ 
ful creatures. $15.95 

THE LOVELY AND THE WILD by 
L. de K. Lawrence. A wide-visioned 
and understanding naturalist, Mrs. 
Lawrence writes about the feeding, 
flight, nesting and migration habits 
of birds of Ontario’s Pimsi Bay region. 
Illus. G. Loates. $6.95 

EAGLES, HAWKS AND FALCONS 
OF THE TV ORLD by Leslie Brown 
and Dean Amadon. Without a doubt 
the most authoritative and beautiful 
book ever published on the world’s 
birds of prey. Officially sponsored by 
the National Audubon Society, there 
are 886 pp. of classification and de¬ 
scription in detail. $65.00 

THE AUDUBON ILLUSTRATED 
HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN BIRDS 
by Edgar Reilly, Jr. The most com¬ 
prehensive and lovely volume ever 
published on North American birds. 
Nearly 875 species described. $27.00 

EXTINCT AND VANISHING BIRDS 
by James C. Greenway, Jr. An up-to- 
date survey of more than 130 species 
of birds which have vanished or be¬ 
come threatened with extinction. With 
an appendix of museums, thorough 
bibliography. $4.10 

PLANTS AND TREES 

HOW WE GOT OUR FLOWERS by 
A. W. Anderson. Our gardens teem 
with history. Each of the flowers we 
grow is a wildflower somewhere and 
how each got to us is a fascinating 
tale. Here is a series of them, well 
told. Dover reprint $2.35 
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FLOWER ARRANGING IN COLOUR 
by Betty Massingham. This large (301 
pp.) profusely illustrated (colour and 
b. w.) book can now be offered for the 
low price of $6.00 because it was 
printed in Hong Kong. 62 chapters 
explore this art under all conceivable 
circumstances. You couldn’t give a 
more thoughtful gift! $6.00 

FLORA OF THE PRAIRIES AND 
PLAINS OF CENTRAL NORTH 
AMERICA by P. Rydberg. This classi¬ 
cal work, long out of print, has been 
re-issued. 969 pp. $13.25 

EVOLUTION AND CLASSIFICA¬ 
TION OF FLOWERING PLANTS by 
A. Cronquist. A treatise for the more 
advanced botanist. 396 pp., illus. $8.00 

PLANTS FROM SEA TO SEA by F. 
H. Montgomery. The first Canadian 
book of its kind. In lay language yet 
scientifically accurate, it fills the need 
for those who want more than a casual 
acquaintance with our flora. $12.50 

NATIVE TREES OF CANADA, re¬ 
issued, new price $3.00. 

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO NORTH 
AMERICAN TREES, Curtis and 
Bausor, paper, $1.50. This compact 
manual describes every type of tree 
that grows in the United States and 
Canada. Illustrations consist of leaf 
drawings only. 

A GUIDE TO FIELD IDENTIFICA¬ 
TION: TREES OF NORTH AMER¬ 
ICA by C. F. Brookman. A companion 
to the similarly bound “Birds of North 
America”. Full colour illustrations 
throughout, range maps, much general 
data, limp $3.95, cloth $6.95. (Protect 
your valuable guides: heavy vinyl 
plastic jacket to fit either binding 
$1.25—please state type of binding.) 

MORPHOGENESIS IN PLANTS by 
C. W. Wardlaw, 2nd ed. Acclaimed as 
the first coherent attempt to introduce 
students to the study of morpho¬ 
genesis in plants. $7.95 

SECRETS OF PLANT LIFE by Mar¬ 
cel Sire. An unforgettable panoramic 
account of how plants work, move, eat, 
couple, grow in over 300 full-colour 

photographs of their secret mech¬ 
anisms and structures. 15 years in the 
making! $26.50 

CONSERVATION 

THE RED BOOK by James Fisher. 
This is one of the most urgent and 
topical books on nature in recent 
years a guide to the birds and mam¬ 
mals in danger of extinction through¬ 
out the world. Illus. color and b. & 
w. $17.50 

RUN FOR YOUR LIVES by Fred 
McClement. One of the greatest 
hazard to our prosperity and beauti¬ 
ful landscape is the forest fire. In this 
fascinating and terrifying book the 
author traces the history of forest fire 
and of our forests. $5.95 

SANCTUARY POND: A Conservation 
Piece, by Roy E. Walsh. The chairman 
of Maryland’s Board of Natural Re- ' 
sources tells of converting a salt 
marsh on his farm into a draglined 1 
pond sanctuary for wildfowl. $9.00 

SCIENCE AND SURVIVAL by Barry 
Commoner. An eminent scientist shows 
how dangerous flaws in the structure 
of science threaten our existence and 
suggests what might be done to avert 
the ultimate blunder. There is a 
mounting anxiety over the potential 
hazards of contaminated air, water, 
and food supplies. An eloquent plea 
to every thinking person. $5.50 

THEY ALL RAN WILD by Eric 
Rolls. This book is crammed with fas¬ 
cinating accounts of what can happen 
when man meddles with the balance of 
nature. It is the story never fully told 
before of the pests that have been 
introduced into Australia—mammals, 
fish and flies. $8.50 

THE WATER CRISIS by Senator 
Frank E. Moss. The author reveals the 
potentially tragic consequences that 
could result from the current misuse 
and mismanagement of rivers, lakes 
and coastal areas. This book is con¬ 
cerned principally with the problems 
of today and their solutions. $7.25 

WILD SANCTUARIES by Robert 
Murphy. From the sand dunes of the 
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Atlantic Coast to the islands of the 
Pacific and the tundra of Alaska lie 
hundreds of national wildlife refuges, 
preserving an unspoiled national heri¬ 
tage and opening up new horizons to 
naturalists and others. A magnificently 
illustrated volume — 250 photographs 
in colour and monochrome. $26.50 

OUR THREATENED WILDLIFE: 
An Ecological Study, by William 
Perry. This book discusses in a clear 
and precise manner the historical and 
modern situation of our wildlife and 
what can be done to save it. (Ages 
12-16.) $5.15 

THE EARTH SCIENCES 

ROCK AND MINERAL COLLECT¬ 
ING IN CANADA by Ann P. Sabina. 
Yol. 1 Yukon, N.W.T., B.C., Alberta, 
Sask., Manitoba. Along with a useful 
introduction covering many phases of 
rock collecting, the author includes 
descriptions of areas in the west and 
the likely minerals to be found there, 
as well as a handy bibliography and 
list of Canadian clubs. Paper $1.30. 

1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
ABOUT EARTH SCIENCE by R. M. 
Pearl. A thoroughly revised discussion 
on the science of the earth. The physi¬ 
cal features of the globe are clearly 
explained. Cloth, 327 pp., $8.00. 

THE OCEANS by K. K. Turekian and 
GEOLOGIC TIME by Dr. L. Eicker. 
Of “Foundations of Earth Science” 
Series, they present the latest infor¬ 
mation on their subjects. While some¬ 
what beyond the amateur, students 
will find them most useful, as will the 
professional. Paper $2.75; cloth $6.55. 
(“Geologic Time” in paper only. Other 
titles: “The Surface of the Earth”, 
“Earth Materials”, “Ancient Environ¬ 
ments”— same prices.) 

THE FORMING OF THE CONTI¬ 
NENT by C. Ogburn. Describes the 
geological evolution of North America. 
Of interest to everyone. $5.00 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF CANADIAN 
FOSSILS: Cambrian, Ordovician and 

Silurian of the Western Cordillera, by 
B. S. Norford, of Geological Survey of 
Canada. $1.00 

LIFE, LAND AND WATER by Wm. 
J. Mayer-Oakes, ed. A superb collec¬ 
tion of essays by 19 specialists on the 
geology, biology and prehistory of the 
area occupied by Lake Agassiz. Con¬ 
tains much essential new material. 
$4.00 

WONDERS OF STONES by Christie 
McFall. The story of how rocks are 
formed; the difference between gravel, 
crushed rock and building stone; 
glacial rock, stone carving; gem 
stones, etc. 83.95. (Ages 8-12.) 

ANSWERS ABOUT ROCKS AND 
MINERALS by Fred Smithline. Any 
child who has ever gone exploring has 
asked himself many of the questions 
this book answers in detail. “How was 
the earth formed?” “What is a rock 
and what is a mineral?” Every dif¬ 
ferent type of rock has its own history 
and the answers are in this fascinating 
book. Lavishly illustrated. Cloth $2.50. 

MAMMALS 

THE CROSSBREED by Allan W. 
Eckert. The talented author of THE 
GREAT AUK and other books here 
chronicles the adventures of a cross¬ 
breed cat, the product of a wild house 
cat and a bobcat. It recounts the life 
and death struggle of this unique 
feline. This is a totally absorbing 
book. $5.95 

BADGERS AT MY WINDOW by Phil 
Drabble. The author has been absorbed 
by badgers for years and has reared 
badger cubs. Over a long period of 
time he has grown to know their 
habits and to develop friendships with 
these shy wild animals. $6.00 

THE WORLD OF THE PRONG¬ 
HORN by Joe Van Wormer. The 
author has followed this handsome 
animal on its daily rounds through the 
four seasons, and in this new Living 
World book he reveals its world just 
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as he saw it. Magnificent photographs 
illuminate the text which is rich in 
fascinating facts and well seasoned 
with little known Indian legends and 
personal anecdotes. Ulus. $7.25 

THE WHITE COLT by David Rock. 
The author’s wide-ranging knowledge 
of horses, and his understanding of 
the place of nature in the lives of 
people, makes this story of a small 
boy’s struggle against the greatest 
odds, a moving experience. $4.65 

WONDERS OF THE BAT WORLD 
by Sigmund A. Lavine. Despite numer¬ 
ous superstitious fancies the bat is 
one of man’s best friends. Its benefi¬ 
cial habits are stressed in this lively 
summary of what we have learned 
about this flying mammal, including 

the sonar system. 64 pp., ages 8-12. 
$3.95 

THE WORLD OF THE AMERICAN 
ELK by Joe Van Wormer. In this de¬ 
lightful and informative book the 
author examines the elk in all aspects 
in all four seasons, illustrating his 
anecdotes with magnificent photo¬ 
graphs. $7.25 

THE WORLD OF THE BISON by Ed 
Park. Towering above lesser animals 
in melancholy splendour and inde¬ 
structible nobility stands the bison— 
the buffalo. With words and extra¬ 
ordinary photographs Ed Park allows 
the reader to follow the shaggy bison 
through their migrations in spring 
and fall, through summer days ana 
the onslaught of winter. $7.25 

SNHS ANNUAL AWARDS 

CLIFF SHAW AWARD 
1969 

By decision of the Board of Direc¬ 
tors The Cliff Shaw Award is being 
continued beyond the minimal 10 years 
of the original term. This award is 
given to the contributor judged by the 
Editor to have made the most signifi¬ 
cant contribution to the Blue Jay 

during the preceding year. 

The 1969 award was made to John 
Lane of Brandon, Manitoba, by Dr. 
George Ledingham, Editor of the Blue 
Jay, for the article on hybridism in 
the Mountain and Eastern bluebirds 
that was printed in the March, 1969 
Blue Jay. This article was a valuable 
original contribution, recording the 
first example of hybridism in the 
thrush family in North America. In 
addition, it was recognized that a 
number of other recent contributions 
to the Blue Jay were indirectly in¬ 
spired by John Lane, the originator of 
the bluebird trail at Brandon, for his 
idea has been taken up at Indian Head 
by Lome Scott, and more recently at 
Saskatoon by the junior naturalists 
of the local society there. 

SNHS CONSERVATION AWARD 
1969 

The Conservation Award given 
annually by the Saskatchewan 
Natural History Society recognizes an 
outstanding contribution to conserva¬ 
tion in Saskatchewan. This year the 
award was made to Lome Scott, 
a young staff member of the Saskat¬ 
chewan Museum of Natural History. 
Lome was recognized for his conser¬ 
vation education activities in the 
Museum, for his dedicated interest in 
young people and their projects, and 
for his work on the Indian Head Blue¬ 
bird Trail. In making the presenta¬ 
tion, retiring President, Mr. W. A. 
Brownlee, said that natural history 
was both Lorne’s long-time hobby and 
his current occupation. 

The bluebird nest box project 
started by Lome at Indian Head in 
1963 now has 750 nest boxes. Lorne’s 
project was inspired by John Lane 
and his group of junior naturalists at 
Brandon, and Lome in turn is now 
giving encouragement to another 
group of juniors in Saskatoon, who 
hope to extend their nest box trail to 
meet Lorne’s. 
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