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NOTES ON BIRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS IN THE 
SLAVE RIVER - LITTLE BUFFALO RIVER AREA, 

N.W.T. 
by Robert E. Stewart, Jamestown, North Dakota 

In 1955, from May 20 to June 20 
inclusive, a biological reconnaissance 
was made of the Slave River - Little 
Buffalo River area, located in central- 
southern District of Mackenzie, 
Northwest Territories, Canada, dur¬ 
ing an attempt to reach the nesting 
grounds of the Whooping Crane. The 
writer was accompanied on this expe¬ 
dition by Robert P. Allen of the 
National Audubon Society and Ray¬ 
mond Stewart of the Canadian Wild¬ 
life Service. 

We travelled to and from the 
various areas that were surveyed by 
automobile, airplane, helicopter, motor 
canoe, canoe and paddle, and on foot. 
The localities visited are listed in 
chronological order in the following 
itinerary: 

May 20-22—Vicinity of Fort Smith, 
including a visit to the Salt River 
area, a few miles to the north. 

May 23—Travelled downstream by 
canoe on Slave River, from Fort Smith 
to Grand Detour Portage. 

May 24-25—On foot, along Grand 
Detour Portage, between Slave and 
Little Buffalo Rivers. 

May 26—Travelled upstream by 
canoe on Little Buffalo River from 
Grand Detour Portage to mouth of 
SasS' River. 

May 27—Travelled downstream by 
canoe on Little Buffalo River from 
mouth of Sass River to Great Slave 
Lake. 

May 28-30—Shore of Great Slave 
Lake, at mouth of Little Buffalo River. 

May 31-June 4—Vicinity of Fort 
Smith, including a visit to Salt River 
on June 1, and one day at Tsu Lake on 
June 2. 

June 5-16—Vicinity of base camp, 
located along Sass River, between two 
and four miles above its junction with 
Little Buffalo River. 

June 17-18—Travelled downstream 

on foot along Sass River and upper 
Little Buffalo River to Grand Detour 
Portage. 

June 19-20—On foot, along Grand 
Detour Portage, between Little Buf¬ 
falo and Slave Rivers. 

The annotated lists of birds and 
other animals included in this report 
are based on field notes made by the 
writer, unless otherwise indicated. In 
addition to these observations, detailed 
population studies of breeding birds 
were made during June 13-16 on two 
15-acre tracts of white spruce along 
the Sass River, a tributary of the 
Little Buffalo River that is located 
within the Wood Buffalo National 
Park. These population studies were 
published in Audubon Field Notes, 9 
(6), 1955. A few of the bird records 
listed in the report were sent to Dr. 
Alexander Wetmore, and were useful 
in helping to delineate the northern 
limits of breeding ranges of birds as 
shown in the 1957 A.O.U. Check-list. 
One species, the Mourning Warbler, 
not listed in the report, probably also 
breeds in the area covered. On two or 
three occasions I thought I heard 
distant songs of this species along the 
Little Buffalo River, but was never 
quite positive enough to put them 
down as definite records. Although 
somewhat generalized, these notes 
may be of interest since they cover an 
unusually interesting faunistic area 
that is difficult of access and even 
more difficult to work in due to a 
nearly overwhelming scourge of mos¬ 
quitoes. 

Accounts of Birds 

Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus. 
Common in open cattail (Typha lati- 
folia) sloughs throughout the Grand 
Detour Portage and Little Buffalo 
River areas. Courtship display noted 
on May 24. 
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Slave River-Little Buffalo River area; heavy black lines show routes covered. 

White Pelican Pelecanus erythro- 
rhynchos. Thirty to 40 seen at Slave 
River rapids near Fort Smith on May 
31. 

American Bittern Botaurus lenti- 
ginosus. Heard calling in cattail 
sloughs at several locations in the 
Grand Detour Portage - Little Buffalo 
River areas. 

Whistling Swan Olor columbianus. 

A migrating flock of 15 was observed 
overhead on May 25. 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis. 
A few scattered pairs were noted in 
open sloughs along the Little Buffalo 
River. A small migrating flock was 
observed overhead on June 6. 

Snow Goose Chen hyperborea. A 
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migrating flock, containing about 25 
individuals, was observed overhead on 
May 23. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos. Fair¬ 
ly common as scattered pairs in open 
sloughs in the Grand Detour Portage 
area, and along the Little Buffalo and 
Sass Rivers. A total of 45 individuals 
was flushed along an 80-mile stretch 
of Little Buffalo River on May 27. 

Black Duck Anas rubripes. A 
single bird was observed with a flock 
of Mallards on Great Slave Lake, near 
the mouth of Little Buffalo River, on 
May 29. 

Pintail Anas acuta. A few scat¬ 
tered pairs were observed in open 
sloughs in the Grand Detour Portage 
area and along the Little Buffalo and 
Sass Rivers. A nest containing eight 
nearly fresh eggs was found under a 
spruce log along the Little Buffalo 
River on May 26, and another nest 
with eggs was found at Slave River 
rapids near Fort Smith on May 31. 

Green-winged Teal Anas carolin- 
ensis. Common in the open sloughs in 
the Grand Detour Portage area and 
along the Little Buffalo and Sass 
Rivers. A total of 62 individuals was 
flushed along an 80-mile stretch of 
Little Buffalo River on May 27. 

Shoveler Spatula clypeata. A few 
scattered pairs were observed in open 
sloughs in the Grand Detour Portage 
area and along the Little Buffalo and 
Sass Rivers. 

American Widgeon Mareca ameri- 
cana. Probably the most common 
breeding species of dabbling duck, 
occurring in open sloughs in the 
Grand Detour Portage area and along 
the Little Buffalo and Sass Rivers. 
A total of 69 individuals was flushed 
along an 80-mile stretch of the Little 
Buffalo River on May 27. 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris. 
Apparently uncommon. One pair was 
seen along Long Slough along the 
Grand Detour Portage on May 25, 
and another pair on the Little Buffalo 
River on May 27. 

Canvasback Aythya valisineria. A 
few scattered pairs were noted in 

open sloughs along the Grand Detour 
Portage and near the Little Buffalo 
River. 

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis. A few 
scattered pairs recorded in open 
sloughs along the Grand Detour Por¬ 
tage and on the Little Buffalo River. 

Common Goldeneye Bucephala 
clangula. Common along the Little 
Buffalo River, and a few pairs were 
seen on the Sass River. This is the 
most numerous species of diving duck 
in the region. On May 27, a total of 
199 individuals was flushed along an 
80-mile stretch of Little Buffalo River. 
A hen with 10 tiny, newly-hatched 
young was observed on the Sass River 
on June 12. 

Bufflehead Bucephala albeola. 
Fairly common in open sloughs along 
the Grand Detour Portage, and on the 
Little Buffalo River. On May 27, a 
total of 18 individuals was flushed 
along an 80-mile stretch of the Little 
Buffalo River. On this date, a male 
Bufflehead was Observed fighting and 
chasing a female Lesser Scaup. 

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis. 
Apparently uncommon. On June 20, 
Robert P, Allen observed a pair ex¬ 
hibiting courtship behaviour on Long 
Slough near the west end of Grand 
Detour Portage. 

Common Merganser Mergus mer¬ 
ganser. Recorded on lakes in Pre- 
cambrian shield country, east of Slave 
River, but not observed in the Grand 
Detour Portage - Little Buffalo River 
area. 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus 
serrator. Recorded on lakes in Pre- 
cambrian shield country, east of Slave 
River, but not observed in the Grand 
Detour Portage - Little Buffalo River 
area. 

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis. Appar¬ 
ently uncommon. One was seen along 
the Little Buffalo River on May 27. 

Sharp - shinned Hawk Accipiter 
striatus. Apparently uncommon. One 
was seen near the mouth of the Sass 
River on May 25. 

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicen¬ 
sis. One recorded along Grand Detour 
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Portage on June 20. 

Harlan’s Hawk Buteo harlani or 
melanistic Red-tailed Hawk. Three re¬ 
corded along the Little Buffalo River, 
between mouth of Sass River and 
Great Slave Lake on May 26 and May 
27. 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos. 
An eagle, almost certainly this species, 
was observed being chased by Ravens 
on June 7, along the Sass River. 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucoce- 
phalus. Three adults recorded along 
Little Buffalo River, between mouth 
of the Sass River and Great Slave 
Lake on May 26 and May 27. 

Marsh Hawk Circus cyaneus. Two 
were observed in open prairie, near 
the Little Buffalo River on May 25 
and May 29. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco pere- 
grinus. A pair was observed near the 
mouth of the Sass River on May 25 
and May 27. These birds were about 
two miles from a large limestone 
escarpment. 

Sparrow Hawk Falco sparverius. 
Scattered birds were observed in open 
“brule” and prairie edge situations in 
the Grand Detour Portage area and 
along the Little Buffalo and Sass 
Rivers. 

Spruce Grouse Canachites cana¬ 
densis. Common in white spruce 
(Picea glauca) forests, particularly 
in stands located in alluvial bottom¬ 
lands—apparently much less common 
in spruce forests of the upland. In a 
15-acre tract of bottomland spruce 
along the Sass River, from two to 
four males were flushed repeatedly. 

Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus. 
Fairly common in extensive stands of 
quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides) 
along the Grand Detour Portage. 

Willow Ptarmigan Lagopus lago- 
pus. Remains, including feathers and 
wing fragments of several were found 
along the shore of Great Slave Lake, 
near the mouth of the Little Buffalo 
River — indicating that this species 
had been common during the previous 
winter. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse Pedioecetes 

phasianellus. Fairly common in 
brushy prairie edge situations along 
the Grand Detour Portage. 

Whooping Crane Grus americana. 
Heard calling at night near base camp 
on Sass River on June 6 and 7. Dur¬ 
ing an airplane flight over this 
general area, one was observed on 
May 22. 

Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis. 
Fairly common in the vicinity of shal¬ 
low, prairie potholes along the Grand 
Detour Portage. Noticeably more 
numerous from May 21-27, than dur¬ 
ing the period, June 18-20. Appar¬ 
ently, this was due to the fact that 
many of the prairie potholes had 
dried up during the intervening 
period. 

Sora Porzana Carolina. Frequently 
heard calling in cattail sloughs in the 
Grand Detour Portage area and near 
the Little Buffalo and Sass Rivers. 

Yellow Rail Coturnicops novebora- 
censis. Call notes, almost certainly of 
this species, were heard in a sedge- 
meadow near the mouth of the Sass 
River on May 26. 

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius 
semipalmatus. Several individuals, 
possibly migrants, were observed at 
the mouth of the Little Buffalo River 
on May 29. 

Common Snipe Capella gallinago. 
Fairly common in marsh and sedge- 
meadow situations in the Grand De¬ 
tour Portage area and along the 
Little Buffalo and Sass Rivers. Ter¬ 
ritorial or courtship flights were noted 
at all camping locations. 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macu- 

laria. Scattered breeding pairs were 
recorded along the Little Buffalo and 
Sass Rivers, and in marshy sloughs 
along the Grand Detour Portage. On 
May 27, apparently during the peak 
of migration, a total of 210 indivi¬ 
duals was seen along an 80-mile 
stretch of the Little Buffalo River. 

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa soli- 
taria. Rather uncommon as scattered 
breeding pairs along the Little Buf¬ 
falo River and in nearby sloughs. 

Lesser Yellowlegs Totanus flav- 
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ipes. Breeding pairs were found to be 
common in wet prairie-edge situations 
along the Grand Detour Portage and 
near the Little Buffalo River. 

Pectoral Sandpiper Erolia mela- 

notos. A flock of 18 migrants was 
observed along the Little Buffalo 
River on May 27. 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus. 
Fairly common along Great Slave 
Lake, on wider portions of the Little 
Buffalo River, and on the Slave River. 
Also occurred sparingly in the vicinity 
of the larger potholes along the 
Grand Detour Portage. Several nests 
with eggs were found on rocks in 
Slave River rapids at Fort Smith on 
May 31. 

Mew Gull Larus canus. Fairly 
common along Great Slave Lake, on 
the Slave River, and on wider por¬ 
tions of the Little Buffalo River. Also 
occurred sparingly in the vicinity of 
the larger potholes in the Grand De¬ 
tour Portage area. On May 31, sev¬ 
eral nests with eggs were found on 
wood debris lying on rocks in the 
Slave River rapids near Fort Smith. 
Another nest with eggs, found at Tsu 
Lake on June 2, is probably near the 
northeastern margin of the breeding 
range. 

Bonaparte’s Gull Larus Philadel¬ 
phia. Several were recorded at the 
mouth of the Little Buffalo River dur¬ 
ing the period, May 28-30. 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea. 
Several observed in the mouth of the 
Little Buffalo River and in adjacent 
portions of Great Slave Lake during 
the period, May 28-30. 

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginia- 
nus. Heard calling at Salt River, 
north of Fort Smith, on June 1. 

Great Gray Owl Strix nebulosa. 
Four, including one pair and two 
singles, were observed along an 80- 
mile stretch of the Little Buffalo 
River, from the mouth of Sass River 
to Great Slave Lake, on May 27. A 
series of soft “who’s” heard along the 
Sass River during the period, June 
5 -16, probably also were of this 
species. 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus. 
At least one was observed repeatedly, 
near the mouth of the Little Buffalo 
River during the period, May 28-30. 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles 
minor. Fairly common in all locations 
visited. First observed along shore of 
Great Slave Lake on May 28 (?arrival 
date). 

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle 
alcyon. A few scattered pairs were 
recorded along the Sass and Little 
Buffalo Rivers, and nesting tunnels 
were observed in both areas. On May 
27, a total of 12 individuals was seen 
along an 80-mile stretch of the Little 
Buffalo River. 

Yellow-shafted Flicker Colaptes 
auratus. Fairly common throughout. 
Especially characteristic of brushy 
“brule” country and prairie edge 
situation. On May 26, a pair was 
observed working on a nest hole in a 
dead balsam poplar. 

Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus 
pileatus. Several were recorded in the 
heavily wooded alluvial bottomlands 
along the Little Buffalo and Sass 
Rivers, above the Grand Detour Por¬ 
tage. This area is probably near the 
extreme northern limit of the breed¬ 
ing range. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphy- 
rapicus varius. Common throughout. 
Especially characteristic of aspen 
stands. 

Hairy Woodpecker Dendrocopos 
villosus. Fairly common in the more 
densely forested tracts throughout the 
Grand Detour Portage, Little Buffalo 
River, and Sass River areas. One ob¬ 
served entering nest hole five feet 
above the ground in a live quaking 
aspen on May 27. 

Downy Woodpecker Dendrocopos 
pubescens. Apparently uncommon or 
rare. One was observed near the 
mouth of the Sass River on June 18. 
This locality probably is near the 
northern limit of the breeding range. 

Black-backed Three-toed Wood¬ 

pecker Picoides arcticus. Apparently 
uncommon or rare. One was observed 
in a dense white spruce tract along 
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the Sass River on June 17. 

Northern Three-toed Woodpecker 

Picoides tridactylus. Probably uncom¬ 
mon. A pair was observed in upland 
white spruce forest, about one mile 
from the Sass River on June 16, and a 
single was seen near the mouth of the 
Sass River on June 17. 

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyran¬ 
nus. Scattered pairs throughout the 
Grand Detour Portage, Little Buffalo 
River and Sass River areas. Espec¬ 
ially characteristic of brushy “brule” 
habitat. 

Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe. 
Two or three pairs were noted along 
the Little Buffalo River. An occupied 
nest was seen in the entrance of an 
old Belted Kingfisher burrow on May 
27. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Em- 
pidonax flaviventris. Apparently un¬ 
common or rare. One was observed in 
a dense tract of bottomland white 
spruce along the Sass River on June 
13. 

Traill’s Flycatcher Empidonax 
traillii. Fairy common in wet brushy 
tracts overgrown with willows and 
other shrubs, in the Grand Detour 
Portage, Little Buffalo River and 
Sass River areas. First noted on June 
10 (? arrival date). 

Least Flycatcher Empidonax 
minimus. Rather common throughout 
the Grand Detour Portage, Little 
Buffalo River and Sass River areas, 
usually occurring in stands of quak¬ 
ing aspen. 

Western Wood Pewee Contopus 

sordidulus. A total of three was re¬ 
corded in quaking aspen stands near 
the Sass River, the first on June 13 
(?arrival date). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher Nuttalor- 
nis borealis. Fairly common through¬ 
out the Grand Detour Portage, Little 
Buffalo River and Sass River areas, 
particularly in “brule” habitats. First 
observed on May 27 (? arrival date). 

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris. 

A pair was observed on a small 
prairie near the mouth of the Little 
Buffalo River on May 29. Large flocks 

of migrants were noted at Fort Smith 
during the period, May 20-23. 

Tree Swallow Iridoprocne bicolor. 
Fairly common throughout the Grand 
Detour Portage, Little Buffalo River 
and Sass River areas. Characteristic 
of forest edge situations along ponds, 
sloughs, and streams. 

Gray Jay Perisoreus canadensis. 
Common in forested tracts through¬ 
out. This is probably the most con¬ 
spicuous bird in the area. Many birds 
in juvenal plumage were seen, the 
first on May 30. 

Common Raven Corvus corax. 
Occasional singles or pairs were noted 
in all areas visited. 

Common Crow Corvus brachyrhyn- 
chos. Two singles and one pair were 
recorded along the Little Buffalo 
River. One was observed near the 
mouth of the river, chasing a Raven 
(? breeding territorial behaviour). 

Black-capped Chickadee Parus 

atricapillus. Recorded at three loca¬ 
tions along the Little Buffalo River. 

Boreal Chickadee Parus hudsoni- 
cus. Fairly common in white spruce 
forests at Fort Smith and in the 
Grand Detour Portage, Little Buffalo 
River and Sass River areas. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta 
canadensis. At least one pair was ob¬ 
served on three occasions in a tract 
of white spruce along the Sass River, 
about two miles above its mouth, dur¬ 
ing June 5-16. This locality is prob¬ 
ably near the northern limit of the 
breeding range. 

Robin Turdus migratorius. Fairly 
common in edge habitats throughout. 
A nest with eggs (embryo about 1/3 
developed) was situated about four 
feet above the ground in a willow on 
May 26. Young were flushed out of a 
nest on June 20. 

Hermit Thrush Hylocichla gut¬ 
tata. Fairly common in quaking aspen 
stands and edge situations throughout 
the Grand Detour Portage, Little 
Buffalo River and Sass River areas. 

Swainson’s Thrush Hylocichla 
ustulata. Common in white spruce 
forests in all areas visited. Population 
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studies along the Sass River during 
June 13-16, indicated the density of 
territorial males to be about 33 per 
100 acres in bottomland spruce and 
about 13 per 100 acres in upland 
spruce. 

Mountain Bluebird Sialia curru- 
coides. On June 18, Robert P. Allen 
closely observed a pair along the 
Little Buffalo River, near the mouth 
of the Sass River. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus 
calendula. Fairly common in white 
spruce forests in all areas visited. 
Population studies along the Sass 
River during June 13-16, indicated the 
density of territorial males to be 
about 10 per 100 acres in bottomland 
spruce and about 13 per 100 acres in 
upland spruce. 

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta. 
Several migrants were recorded in a 
large prairie along the Grand Detour 
Portage on May 23. 

Waxwing Bombycilia. Distant small 
flocks were observed at two locations 
along the Little Buffalo River on June 
18 and June 19. 

Starling Stumus vidgaris. Several 
were observed in prairie edge situa¬ 
tions along the Little Buffalo River. 

Solitary Vireo Vireo solitarius. 
Fairly common in bottomland white 
spruce forests along the Little Buffalo 
and Sass Rivers. Population studies 
along the Sass River during June 
13-14, indicated the density of terri¬ 
torial males to be about 13 per 100 
acres. These localities are probably 
near the northern limit of the breed¬ 
ing range. 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus. 
Fairly common in quaking aspen 
stands in the Grand Detour Portage, 
Little Buffalo River and Sass River 
areas. 

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus. Ap¬ 
parently rare. A singing male was 
observed in a quaking aspen stand 
along the Grand Detour Portage on 
June 20. 

Black-and-white Warbler Mnio- 
tilta varia. Fairly common in quaking 
aspen stands in the Grand Detour 

Portage, Little Buffalo River and 
Sass River areas. 

Tennessee Warbler Vermivora 
peregrina. Common and widely distri¬ 
buted throughout the Grand Detour 
Portage, Little Buffalo River and 
Sass River areas. Occurs in forest 
and forest edge situations, including 
both spruce and aspen types. Popu¬ 
lation studies in bottomland white 
spruce along the Sass River during 
June 13-14, indicated the density of 
territorial males to be about 33 per 
100 acres. 

Orange-crowned Warbler Vermi¬ 
vora celata. A pair exhibiting breed¬ 
ing behaviour was seen in a brushy 
thicket along the mouth of the Little 
Buffalo River on May 28. 

Yellow Warbler Dendroica pete¬ 
chia. Fairly common, locally, in the 
Grand Detour Portage, Little Buffalo 
River and Sass River areas. Occurs in 
wet brushy thickets. 

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica mag¬ 
nolia. A few were recorded in dense 
stands of young (brush stage) white 
spruce near the Sass River. First 
observed on June 5 (? arrival date). 

Cape May Warbler Dendroica 
tigrina. Uncommon. A few scattered 
territorial males were observed in 
dense bottomland white spruce forest 
along the Sass River. First noted on 
June 5 (? arrival date). 

Myrtle Warbler Dendroica coro- 
nata. Common in white spruce forests 
in all areas visited. Population studies 
along the Sass River during June 
13-16 indicated the density of terri¬ 
torial males to be about 40 per 100 
acres in bottomland spruce, and about 
33 per 100 acres in upland spruce. 

Bay-breasted Warbler Dendroica 
castanea. Uncommon or rare. Single 
singing males recorded at three loca¬ 
tions in dense bottomland white 
spruce along the Sass River. First 
noted on June 6 (? arrival date). 

Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica 
striata. A few singing males (pos¬ 
sibly late migrants) were observed in 
brushy forest-edge situations as late 
as June 18. 
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Photo by R. E. Stewart 

Little Buffalo River near Grand Detour Portage, May 27, 1955 

Palm Warbler Dendroica palm- 
arum. Fairly common locally along 
the Little Buffalo and Sass Rivers, 
occurring in brushy bog situations. 
These localities are probably near the 
northern margin of the breeding 
range. 

Northern Waterthrush Seiurus 
noveboracensis. Fairly common in wet 
forested or brushy tracts along the 
Grand Detour Portage, Little Buffalo 
River and Sass River. 

Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas. 
Uncommon and local. A few scattered 
singing males were recorded in wet, 
brushy habitats along the Grand De¬ 
tour Portage, Little Buffalo River and 
Sass River. These localities are prob¬ 
ably near the northern margin of the 
breeding range. 

Wilson’s Warbler Wilsonia pusilla. 
Uncommon. A few scattered singing 
males were recorded in moist brushy 
thickets along the Little Buffalo and 
Sass Rivers. 

American Redstart Setophaga 
ruticilla. Uncommon and local. A few 
singing males were observed in willow 

and balsam poplar (Populus balsam- 
ifera) growth along the Little Buffalo 
River. 

Red - winged Blackbird Agelaius 
phoeniceus. Fairly common in cat¬ 
tail sloughs along the Grand Detour 
Portage, and along the Little Buffalo 
and Sass Rivers. 

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus caro- 
linus. Uncommon and local. A few 
scattered pairs were recorded in wet 
brushy tracts along the Grand Detour 
Portage, and along the Little Buffalo 
and Sass Rivers. 

Common Grackle Quiscalus quis- 
cula. Uncommon. A few pairs were 
observed along the shore of the Little 
Buffalo River, from the mouth of the 
Sass River to Great Slave Lake. This 
locality is probably near the northern 
margin of the breeding range. 

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus 
ater. One observed along Grand De¬ 
tour Portage on May 25. 

Western Tanager Piranga ludovi- 
ciana. Fairly common in white spruce 
forests along the Little Buffalo and 
Sass Rivers and near the Salt River. 
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First noted at Salt River on May 22 
(? arrival date). Population studies 
along the Sass River during June 13- 
16 indicated the density of territorial 
males to be about 10 per 100 acres in 
both bottomland and upland spruce. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucti- 
cus ludovicianus. Several singing 
males were observed in wooded areas 
along the Little Buffalo River, chiefly 
along the stretch between the mouth 
of the Sass River and Grand Detour 
Portage. This locality probably repre¬ 
sents the extreme northern limit of 
the breeding range. 

Purple Finch Carpodacus pur- 
pureus. Several were noted in spruce 
or mixed forest along the Little Buf¬ 
falo River. This locality probably 
represents the extreme northern limit 
of the breeding range. 

Pine Siskin Spinus pinus. Uncom¬ 
mon. A few were recorded in white 
spruce forests along the Little Buffalo 
and Sass Rivers. 

White-winged Crossbill Loxia leu- 

copter ct. Uncommon. A flock contain¬ 
ing about 20 individuals was observed 
on several occasions in dense white 
spruce forest along the Sass River 
(one bird collected). 

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus 
sandwichensis. Common in open prai¬ 
ries along the Grand Detour Portage 
and along the Little Buffalo River and 
Sass River. 

Le Conte’s Sparrow Passerherbu- 
lus caudacutus. Fairly common in wet 
prairies or sedge-meadows along the 
Grand Detour Portage and along the 
Little Buffalo River. These localities 
are probably near the extreme north¬ 
ern limit of the breeding range. 

Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes grami- 

neus. Fairly common in prairie-edge 
situations along the Grand Detour 
Portage. On June 18, a total of five 
territorial males or pairs were ob¬ 
served, during a six-mile walk along a 
large prairie in this area. This locality 
is probably near the northern margin 
of the breeding range. 

Slate-colored Junco Junco hyem¬ 

ails. Common in forest and forest-edge 

habitats in all areas visited. A nest 
containing five nearly full-grown 
young was found on June 14 along the 
Sass River. Population studies along 
the Sass River during June 13-16, indi¬ 
cated the density of territorial males 
to be about 27 per 100 acres in bot¬ 
tomland white spruce forest, and 
about 13 per 100 acres in upland 
white spruce forest. 

Chipping Sparrow Spizella pas- 
serinci. Common in forest and forest- 
edge habitats in all areas visited. On 
June 12, a nest containing four eggs 
and situated in a shrub willow one foot 
above the ground was found along the 
Sass River. Population studies along 
the Sass River during June 13-16, 
indicated the density of territorial 
males to be about 27 per 100 acres in 
bottomland white spruce forest and 
about 30 per 100 acres in upland 
white spruce forest. 

Clay - colored Sparrow Spizella 
pallida. Fairly common locally in dry 
brushy habitats along the Salt River, 
Grand Detour Portage, Little Buffalo 
River and Sass River. These localities 
are probably near the northern mar¬ 
gin of the breeding range. 

White - crowned Sparrow Zono- 

trichia leucophrys. Fairly common 
locally in all areas visited. Especially 
characteristic of upland well-drained 
areas with an open growth of scat¬ 
tered shrubs. Breeding pairs also were 
found to be fairly common within the 
town of Fort Smith. 

White-throated Sparrow Zonotri- 
chia albicollis. Fairly common in 
forest - edge habitats in all areas 
visited. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow Melospiza lin- 
colnii. Fairly common in lowland, 
partially-open, brushy habitats along 
the Grand Detour Portage, Little 
Buffalo River and Sass River. 

Swamp Sparrow Melospizai geor- 
giana. Rather uncommon and local, 
occurring in wet, brushy habitats 
along the Grand Detour Portage, 
Little Buffalo River and Sass River. 

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia. 
Several singing males were observed 
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Photo by R. E. Stewart 

Herd of Bison at rest in large prairie near Little Buffalo River, June 18, 1955 

in brushy habitats along the mouth of 
the Little Buffalo River and adjacent 
shore of Great Slave Lake during 
May 28-30. Not recorded elsewhere. 

Lapland Longspur Calcarius lap- 
ponicus. Migrants were abundant in 
large flocks at Fort Smith during 
May 20-23. 

Notes on Other Vertebrates 

MAMMALS 

Black Bear Ursus americanus. 
Common along the lower course of the 
Sass River. Also fairly common in 
areas adjoining the Little Buffalo 
River. Several bears were seen and 
bear sign was frequently observed 
throughout the area. 

Gray Wolf Cards lupus. Plentiful 
in the prairie sections located between 
the Slave and Little Buffalo Rivers. 
Numerous tracks were observed and 
howling heard at night. Tracks also 
were fairly common along the Little 
Buffalo River. 

Lynx Lynx canadensis. Tracks were 
noted along the Sass River. 

Least Chipmunk Eutamias mini¬ 
mus. Apparently uncommon. Only two 
(one collected) were seen, both near 
the Sass River. 

Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hud- 
sonicus. Common in spruce forests in 
all areas visited. 

Beaver Castor canadensis. Fairly 
common to abundant along the Little 
Buffalo and Sass Rivers. Particularly 
numerous along the Little Buffalo 
River between the Sass and Nyarling 
Rivers. 

Muskrat Ondatra zibetheca. Two 
were recorded on May 27 and one on 
May 28 along the Little Buffalo River. 

Snowshoe Hare Lepus americanus. 
Apparently very scarce. None was 
seen although droppings were ob¬ 
served at one location along the Sass 
River. 

Moose Alces americana. Moose 
sign was frequently observed along 
the Little Buffalo and Sass Rivers. 

Barren Ground Caribou Rangifer 
arcticus. One was observed at Tsu 
Lake on June 2. Tracks were seen 
along the mouth of the Little Buffalo 
River. 

Bison Bison bison. Common in the 
prairie sections between the Little 
Buffalo and Slave Rivers. Many small 
groups and scattered individuals were 
seen and one large herd numbering 
about 300 individuals was observed. 
Bison sign was also frequently noted 
along the lower course of the Sass 
River. 

REPTILES 

Red-sided Garter Snake Thamno- 

phis sirtalis parietalis. One was col- 
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lected along the Little Buffalo River, 
about one mile below the mouth of the 
Sass River on May 26 (specimen de¬ 
posited in Canadian Wildlife Service 
collection at Fort Smith). Two others 
were seen on June 18 along a cattail 
slough near the Little Buffalo River, 
about four miles downstream from 
the mouth of the Sass River. These 
records may represent the northern¬ 
most of any reptile in North America. 

AMPHIBIANS 

Boreal Chorus Frog Pseudacyds 
triseriata maculata. Choruses of this 
species were heard throughout the 
Grand Detour Portage area and along 
the Little Buffalo River during the 
period May 23-30. 

Leopard Frog Rcina pipiens. Robert 
P. Allen reported seeing Leopard 
Frogs near the mouth of the Sass 
River on May 26. 

Wood Frog Rana sylvatica. Com¬ 
mon in moist situations along the 
Little Buffalo and Sass Rivers. Fresh¬ 
ly laid eggs were seen along the 
Great Slave Lake Shore (near mouth 
of Little Buffalo River) on May 29. 

Notes on Butterflies 

* Red-disked Alpine Erebia discoi- 

dalis. Fairly common in prairies and 
sedge meadows along the Sass River 
(about two miles above its mouth 
during period June 5-10). 

*Freija Fritillary Boloria freija. 

Fairly common in prairies and sedge- 
meadows along the Sass River during 
period May 26-June 10. 

*Saga Fritillary Boloria frigga. 

Fairly common in prairies and sedge- 

meadows along the Sass River during 
period June 5-10. 

Pearl Crescent Phyciodes tharos. 
One seen on prairie between Slave 
and Little Buffalo Rivers on June 18. 

* Hoary Comma Polygonia gracilis. 
Common along Sass River during 
period June 5 - 17. 

*Mourning Cloak Nymphalis ant- 
iopa. Fairly common along Little Buf¬ 
falo and Sass Rivers during period 
May 27 - June 17. 

Banded Purple Limenitis arthemis. 

One seen at Fort Smith on June 21. 

* Silvery Blue Glaucopsyche lygda- 
mus. Common along Sass River dur¬ 
ing period June 5 - 17. 

* Spring Azure Lycaenopsis arg io- 
lus. Common along Little Buffalo and 
Sass Rivers during period May 26 - 
June 17. 

* Tiger Swallowtail Papilio glau- 

cus. Fairly common along the Sass 
River during period June 5 -17. 

*Ausonides Euchloe ausonides. One 
was collected on a small prairie on 
June 12. 

* Mustard White Pieris napi. Com¬ 
mon throughout the area from June 
1 - 17. 

* Dreamy Dusky Wing Erynnis ice- 
lus. Fairly common near the brushy 
margins of prairies and sedge- 
meadows, along the Sass River dur¬ 
ing the period June 5 - 17. 

Note—A few butterflies of the genus 
Colias and one of the genus Speyeria 
were also observed, but not identified 
to species. 

* Specimen collected. 

TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL SASKATCHEWAN 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 1965 

One could almost use last year’s 
summary again this year, since the 
1965 Christmas Bird Count almost 
duplicates that of 1964. A total of 
28 localities reported, 26 from Saskat¬ 
chewan and one from each of Alberta 
and the Northwest Territories. Ex¬ 
tremely cold weather prevailed during 

most of the count period. Of the 26 
Saskatchewan counts, 18 were taken 
in sub-zero weather and seven of 
those at -20° or lower. Bangor re¬ 
ported the lowest Saskatchewan tem¬ 
perature with -34°. This was exceeded 
only by Cambridge Bay, N.W.T., 
where Ramon Burron and Rowan 




