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The ‘Monitoring Avian Productivity
and Survival’ (MAPS) Program was
established in 1989 by David DeSantes
and the Institute for Bird Populations.
There are currently over 500 MAPS
stations across North America, with only
three active stations in Saskatchewan,
including Wascana Centre in Regina,
SK. The program aims to monitor the
population dynamics of North American
landbird species. Banding stations set
up mist nets and capture, band, age,
and sex birds. With this information, it
is possible to determine annual survival
and reproduction estimates for many
of the species captured. Population
trends of the station’s breeding bird
populations can then be determined
(e.g., within Wascana Centre). These
trends can also be compared to other
areas of similar habitat. On a large
scale, the data can also be used to
understand how broad landscape features
influence survival and reproduction.
In 1975, a nesting survey was
conducted in the Waterfowl Park (WP),
within Wascana Centre.1 This survey
encompassed the entire WP, which
includes the Habitat Conservation Area
(HCA; see Fig. 1). Donison (1976)
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confirmed breeding records for 67 species
within the WP.1 This survey provided
an impressive amount of information,
but was conducted in an opportunistic
searching pattern. There has never been a
standardized study conducted in Wascana
Centre to monitor population trends of
resident songbird species. Therefore,
in 2010, Wascana Centre established a
MAPS station to study the local breeding
bird species. Here we discuss the
results of the first year of monitoring.
Methods
Study site. Wascana’s MAPS station
is set up in the HCA (Fig. 1), a fenced
area that was set aside for wildlife in
1962. The HCA is located along Wascana
Creek within the city of Regina, SK. The
University of Regina sits opposite the HCA
on the other side of the creek. The area
was formerly privately owned and used
as market gardens. The main habitat is
a planted tame grassland, dominated by
crested wheatgrass (Agropyron cristum)
and smooth bromegrass (Bromus inermis).
Some native wildflowers, including
goatsbeard (Tragopogon dubius), wooly
yarrow (Achillea millefolium), and Canada
anenome (Anemone canadensis) can
be found here as well. Caragana sp.
Blue Jay

Figure 1. Net locations of the Wascana MAPS station, within Wascana Centre, Regina,
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ered, flyover). After all sessions were completed, year status was assigned as
Breeder, Transient, or Migrant.
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Table 3. Breeding status of bird species identified during the Wascana MAPS
station’s first year of operation (2010) and of those noted by Donison (1976).1
Breeding status was assigned based on results from 2010. B: Breeder, LB:
Likely Breeder, T: Transient, M: Migrant, X: documented in 1975, but not in
2010. Species highlighted in bold were observed in 2010, but not in 1975. Note
that species not observed near the Habitat Conservation Area in 1975 have
been omitted.
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for most species once multiple
years of data have been acquired.
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Great egret (Ardea alba),
photographed at Highfield Dam,
southwest of Herbert, SK, on 27
September 2010. The last time it was
seen was on 3 October.
Randy McCulloch
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