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The Last Mountain Lake Game Preserve 
by Mrs. J. M. Rutherford, Govan 

On March 12, 1887, Lieutenant- 
Governor Dewdney of the North 
West Territories wrote to Thomas 
White, Minister of the Interior, 
Ottawa, recommending that the 
islands at the north end of Long Lake 
(Last Mountain Lake) be reserved 
for a bird sanctuary. These islands 
were the favourite breeding grounds 
of almost all the different kinds of 
wildfowl in the “north/’ and the 
island shores were literally covered 
with eggs in the hatching season, 
he said. Encroaching settlement 
might soon threaten the wildlife of 
this area, for would-be settlers were 
attracted by rumours of the probable 
extension of the Long Lake railroad. 

Previous to this, Professor Macoun 
had camped at the north end of Last 
Mountain Lake in 1879. Macoun was 
commissioned by the Government of 
Canada to report on the land, agri¬ 
cultural possibilities, and natural 
resources of the prairie west. Pos¬ 
sibly his very enthusiastic report on 
the innumerable waterfowl here 
made the Ottawa government recep¬ 
tive to Governor Dewdney’s sugges¬ 
tion. 

In June, 1887, Dewdney was 
advised that the Governor-General in 
Council had been pleased to set vari¬ 
ous lands aside under the Dominion 
Game Act for the protection of wild¬ 
life in this area. These lands were 
reserved from sale and settlement 
for breeding grounds for wildfowl. 
They were described in detail for 
the surveyors. They extended from 
Arlington Beach to the land at the 
north end of the lake, including most 
of the islands and parts of the shore¬ 
line. Altogether there were 2,500 
acres of land. Correspondence on file 
shows that for several years after 
1909, adjacent settlers made applica¬ 
tions for portions of land in the re¬ 
serve. 

On July 26, 1921, there was a fur¬ 
ther federal Qrder-in-Council. This 
confirmed the acceptance of the 
Migratory Birds Convention Act, ori¬ 
ginally signed between Canada and 
the United States in 1916 (and most 
recently confirmed in 1961), and its 
application to the breeding grounds 
in the vicinity of Last Mountain Lake 
in the Province of Saskatchewan, al¬ 

ready reserved by the order of June 
8, 1887. Under the Migratory Birds 
Convention Act the Federal Govern¬ 
ment became responsible for the pro¬ 
tection and management of migra¬ 
tory birds. In practice, however, 
wildlife is a joint project in which 
provincial and federal authorities co¬ 
operate^—the return of the natural 
resources to the provinces in 1930 
made this practice logical. 

The 1921 Order-in-Council added 
islands not already included and 
specified small parts of the shoreline 
as well as all lands covered by Last 
Mountain Lake. The lands thus set 
aside and the entire water area of 
Last Mountain Lake were to be 
known as the “Last Mountain Lake 
Bird Sanctuary.” The creation of the 
sanctuary within these boundaries 
had the full approval of Saskat¬ 
chewan authorities. Within the sanc¬ 
tuary, shooting of game birds in the 
open season was permitted by the 
order in-council on all portions of 
Last Mountain Lake except the 
islands north of and including Peli¬ 
can Island, Section 24, Township 27, 
Range 24, W. of the 2nd. 

Long before man divided this con¬ 
tinent with international boundaries, 
migratory birds came north with the 
lengthening days to nest and rear 
their broods. Long hours of sunlight 
and cool nights provided lush vege¬ 
tation and aquatic and animal life for 
rapid growth. When winter came and 
northern streams were frozen over 
and snow covered the land, each 
species of bird in its own time quietly 
slipped away to the warmer south. 

There are some important differ¬ 
ences between the spring and fall 
migration of birds. Spring flights fol¬ 
low a long period of winter feeding 
in preparation for migration, while 
fall migration comes after a busy 
summer of feeding young and often a 
seasonal moult. So, many birds tarry 
in the fall in resting areas like the 
north end of Last Mountain Lake 
where plentiful food supplies have 
been built up during the summer. 
There many of them grow new 
feathers to replace the summer 
moult. 

The width of Last Mountain Lake 
varies from one mile to three miles, 
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and the water in the lake is 
fresh and in some parts quite deep. 
In length, the lake extends 48 miles 
from Valeport to the north end. At 
the same time, the north end of the 
lake is about 50 miles from the Quill 
Lakes. For the preservation of water- 
fowl, it is urgent that a water con¬ 
servation programme be instituted 
between the two lakes to repair the 
damage done by the flood of 1955, 
and to stabilize the water level. 
There are sourpes of fresh water 
throughout this country that could 
be used to supply water where 
needed, even to the salt flats. The 
increased rainfall of this summer has 
improved immensely the waterfowl 
situation, and we have seen many 
species lately that we have not seen 
for years. 

We live eleven miles east of Peli¬ 
can Island, and we have always been 
interested in the birds of Last Moun¬ 
tain Lake. Gulls from the lake fol¬ 
low the implements in the fields, and 
some evenings we have noticed great 

flocks flying back to the lake at 
sun down. Rural people are outdoor 
people, and those of us who live 
very close to the marsh and cross it 
many times have often looked for 
Whooping Cranes among the Sand¬ 
hills that rest there in migration, and 
have made it a point to be able to 
identify the rare Whooper. We had 
the thrill of seeing one in 1962. 

There is a biological reason for 
birds to come north to breed and 
raise their young. We can encourage 
this natural pattern by preserving a 
natural habitat both for breeding 
grounds and for resting areas in 
migration. This is the service that the 
Last Mountain Lake Game Preserve 
can offer. At the same time it is 
possible for the public to come into 
this area to enjoy these birds, for 
there are paved highways running 
north and south on both sides of the 
Game Preserve, and good gravel 
roads connecting these Highways #2 
and #6 with the lake. 

Photo by the late Dr. W. C. McCalla. 

Indian Breadroot on the prairie near Calgary. 

Plant Notes 


