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Polar Bear cub. 

Peregrine Falcon, Willow Ptarmigan, 
Sandhill Crane, Ringed PlQver, 
American Golden Plover, Black- 
bellied Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Purple Sandpiper, Baird’s Sandpiper, 
Dunlin, Semiipalmated Sandpiper, 
Red Phalarope, Pomarine Jaeger, 
Parasitic Jaeger, Long-tailed Jaeger, 
Glaucous Gull, Herring Gull, Sabine’s 
Gull, Arctic Tern, Thick-billed 
Murre, Black Guillemot, Snowy Owl, 
Common Raven, Common Redpoll, 
Horned Lark, Water Pipit, Lapland 
Longspur, Snow Bunting. 

Mammals: Lemming, Arctic Fox, 
Arctic Hare, Polar Bear, a weasel, 
Caribou, Walrus, White Whale, 
Ringed Seal, Harp Seal, Bearded Seal, 
Harbour Seal. 

Random Bird Notes From Mexico 
and the Southwest 

by R. D. Symons, Regina 

Last winter I had the opportunity 
to follow some of our Saskatchewan 
birds south of the border on a trip 
that my wife and I took to Mexico. 
We left Regina on January 5 and 
travelled to Chihuahua, Mexico, by 
way of Lethbridge, and down the 
east side of the Continental Divide 
through Great Falls, Cheyenne, Den¬ 
ver, Santa Fe and El Paso. 

Through Montana and Wyoming as 
far as Santa Fe, New Mexico, we en¬ 
countered stormy weather and had 
little opportunity to see any birds ex¬ 
cept Harlequin Ducks swimming 
happily about in the rushing waters 
on the Wind River canyon. At 
Chihuahua the weather was better, 
and for the six weeks we stayed there 
the sun shone continually. However, 
early January temperatures had been 
the coldest since the 1880’s, we were 
told, and almost all of the big palm 
trees were frozen so severely it was 
doubted they would survive. 

We found that the city parks were 
good places to see birds, especially 
Bolivar Park which was right across 
from the house where we lived en 
pension. Flocks of grackles roosted 
in the big dry palm trees and made a 
lot of noise. The park is well lit 
and the activity seems to go on all 

night. These birds imitate the police¬ 
man’s whistles in a most amusing 
way. 

It is very difficult to get informa¬ 
tion about birds from Mexicans. They 
call anything with feathers “pajar- 
itas”—little birds. The vaqueror 
know the Road Runner as “El pais- 
ano”—the Countryman. They know 
cranes, ravens and vultures, but not 
much else. 

The state of Chihuahua is given 
over to ranching, and we were invited 
to stay with an American rancher at 
Rancho El Eden, 40 miles west of 
Chihuahua. Around the large springs 
here are clumps of very old alamos 
(cottonwoods). They make an oasis 
in the dry mesquite-dotted foothills 
and give the ranch its name. To the 
west the Sierra Madre towers stark 
and jagged and red. Side oats grama 
is the prevailing grass, and it was 
cured to bright Naples yellow. 
Shrikes are common here and are a 
regular feature of the landscape as 
they perch on the top of a prickly 
mesquite. Each bird sticks to its own 
territory, which would seem to be 
about seven or eight acres around its 
larder bush. 

At Quintas Carolinas a group of 
scavanging Black Vultures looked for 
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