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The Provincial Museum of 
Natural History 

By MARGARET BELCHER, Regina 

The Saskatchewan Museum of Na¬ 
tural History is almost as old as the 
province itself, since its beginnings 
date back to 1906. In that year there 
was displayed at a Dominion fair in 
Halifax an exhibit of Saskatchewan 
birds and animals, out of which the 
present museum has grown. It is 
therefore gratifying to have the pro¬ 
vince’s Golden Jubilee celebrated by 
the official opening of the imposing 
new building which has now become 
the Museum’s permanent home. 

The transfer to the new museum 
from the Provincial Health Building 
is the tenth time that the collection 
has been moved. Other set-backs in 
its development were the destruction 
of a large part of the collection by the 
cyclone of 1912, and the curtailment 
of Museum activities due to the de¬ 
pression and to two world wars. 

The work of the Museum was early 
placed on a scientific basis by the 
appointment in 1913 of the first full 
time Preparator, H. H. Mitchell. He 
organized field camps to collect re¬ 

presentative specimens of birds and 
mammals, and his Catalogue of the 
Birds of Saskatchewan, published in 
1924 to record all species taken up 
to that date, is an important contri¬ 
bution to the history of ornithology in 
Saskatchewan. 

The first Museum Director was 
Fred Bradshaw (1928-1935). He be¬ 
gan the Museum’s programme ofi 
conservation education by visiting 
the schools to give illustrated lec¬ 
tures. F. A. Dunk succeeded Mr. 
Bradshaw (1935-1947), and when Mr. 
Dunk retired the present Director 
Fred Bard was appointed to replace 
him. 

At present, the work of the museum 
has a threefold aspect. We think firstt 
perhaps, of the preparation and dis¬ 
play of exhibits. The Museum con¬ 
tains something like 5000 acquisitions, 
some of these consisting of many 
items. The exhibits which receive 
most attention are the birds and ani¬ 
mals, many of them displayed in na¬ 
tural habitat groups, accompanied by 
photographs and explanatory mater- 
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ial. The biggest drawing card when 
the new Museum opens on May 16 is 
expected to be one of these displays, 
that of the Whooping Cranes pictured 
in this article. Adding interest to this 
exhibit is the fact that the Saskat¬ 
chewan Museum owns two of the ten 
Whooping Crane eggs known to be 
preserved in museums. 

Other exhibits that have been col¬ 
lected by the Museum or donated to 
it include items of interest to students 
of archeology, of paleontology, and of 
the history of the people of the re¬ 
cent past in the province, as well as 
many fascinating miscellaneous ob¬ 
jects. The plant herbarium is being 
built up, stressing native flora. All 
these exhibits attracted an impressive 
total of over 30,000 visitors in 1954. 

A second aspect of the Museum’s 
work is the field camp programme 
carried on in the summer. The ex¬ 
cavations in search of fossils at East- 
end in the Cypress Hills and in the 
Big Muddy area, and in search of 
artifacts at Mortlach and Gull Lake 
are good examples of this activity. 

Finally, the Museum’s programme 
is essentially an educational pro¬ 
gram. The fact that of all the Mus¬ 
eum’s visitors children respond most 
enthusiastically, in itself justifies the 
emphasis placed on education by Mr. 
Bard and his staff. But the education 
programme does not end with activi¬ 
ties within the Museum building. It 
reaches beyond, through films like 
Pelicans of Last Mountain made 
available fcr public showings and 
through the miniature bird and ani¬ 
mal displays circulated through Sas¬ 
katchewan schools. 

Mr. Bard feels that the most im¬ 
portant contribution the new Museum 
can make will come through its great¬ 
er facilities for extension of service 
to the public in a programme of con¬ 
servation education. Although there 
is still much work to be done, and 
extra staff will be needed, the Mus¬ 
eum is anxious to put this extended 
programme into effect as soon as pos¬ 
sible. From the date of the official 
opening on May 16, the Museum will 
be open to the public during the 
following hours: 

Monday through Friday (May to 
September) 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Sat., Sun., and Holidays 
(May to September) 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.; 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Watching Wild Life 
Through Classes 

By David McDonald, Manor, Sask. 

One of the most exciting forms of 
hunting which is growing in popu¬ 
larity and does not involve the use 
of a gun or a rod is watching wild¬ 
life, an all-year-round sport. This re¬ 
quires little equipment; attracts par¬ 
ticipants of all ages, and does not in¬ 
volve the molesting or destruction of 
the object sought. 

In days gone by, before the ex¬ 
istence of popular field-guides and 
binoculars, naturalists had to resort to 
“collecting” specimens in order to 
learn the identity or ascertain any¬ 
thing about the object that they had 
observed. Nowadays, however, armed 
with well illustrated field guides and 
high powered glasses he may study 
the wildlife in his own community 
and add to the growing fund of 
knowledge on their migrations, food, 
mating and other habits without hav¬ 
ing to resort to killing. 

The popularity of this sport may be 
attributed simply to the fact that all 
forms of wild life are fascinating 
creatures, whose habits are lively and 
very interesting. 

Here in Saskatchewan there is an 
ever growing body of these watchers. 
This can be seen by each new issue of 
The Blue Jay. 

There are two very important 
things which we must do in order to 
be assured that the various forms of 
wild life will not be depleted. First, 
by protecting them as much as pos¬ 
sible, not by ourselves alone but by 
seeking the aid of our friends alone. 
Second, by seeing that they have ad¬ 
equate nesting and breeding grounds. 
We can help our wildlife to raise its 
young by not destroying prairie, 
forest or wooded areas. Too often we 
find that fire has destroyed many 
such large areas which would have 
served as an ideal shelter spot for 
our wild life during the summer and 
winter months. 

As Saskatchewan is celebrating its 
Jubilee Year this summer, let us do 
our best to aid our wild life as much 
as possible. By doing, so, we will be 
repaid a good many times over, even 
if for no other reason than to be able 
to watch them through our glasses. 




